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THE HERALD WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL ITS READERS A VERY HAPPY 

CHRISTMAN AND A PEACEFUL NEW YEAR. 

Congratulations to Revd Canon Nick Brown here with 

his family at  his installat ion in Lincoln Cathedral. 



 

   
Page 2 



 

   
Page 3 

Some notes from the Rectory… 
A couple of months ago I wrote about how our ‘gut feeling’ about the depth of meaning in our own 
experience can lead us to faith in God, but  that  for some deeper reasons are desired.  One such further 

source area where the presence of God can be seen is by his act ion as creator.  The theist ic interpreta-

t ion of creat ion is, paradoxically, both the st rongest  reason for belief in God and the widest  source of 

doubt  for agnost ics or refusal of belief by atheists.  Despite the contrary claims made by science there 

are st ill sizable numbers of Christ ians who read the bible literally when, in Genesis, the creat ion of the 

world by God is described in terms of the seven days of the week.  This biblical literalism, whilst a com-

fort  to many, also provides an insurmountable hurdle to those without faith who cannot  reconcile this 

telling of creation to the more credible explanat ions given by scient ific deduct ion.  This has led to a 

perceived conflict  between religious belief and scient ific knowledge that  is not helpful to many of 

those seeking to understand God in the modern world.  The theory that  God is proven by the very na-

ture of a designed universe is a ‘proof’ that develops the scientific knowledge of the ‘process’ of crea-
tion as an explanation of the working out of the creator’s plan – by this method of explanat ion the 

creat ion of the world can be seen either as a cont inuous process that  is st ill in progress or a pat tern 

that  was established in eternity and is constant ly being worked out .  A connected theory argues that 

the probability that  such a complex system as supports life must  have an ult imate, guiding force in the 

form of God. 

In addit ion to the more easily grasped philosophical arguments for the existence of God there are 

more complex philosophical arguments that revolve around the idea of what ‘God’ is.  In essence these 
arguments lead to the deduct ion that by very definit ion God must  exist  either because he is the most 

perfect  being or that God is the originat ing force of all that  is.  The argument  that  God exists because 

God is the most  perfect  being revolves around the t ruth of the following statements: (a) God is the 

most  perfect  thing and (b) Something that  exists is more perfect  than something that  does not  - there-

fore God must  exist .  The philosophical argument  that  God is by definit ion the source of life aligns in 

many ways with the historic understanding of the monotheist ic faiths but  also encompasses the idea 

within modern physics that there is a formula for all life – read together these, complementary pat-

terns, can be used to argue that  science is the explorat ion of how God (and the world) works in me-

chanical detail rather than in the broader explanat ion that  is possible by bringing the understanding of 

faith to bear on situat ions. 

By way of summary there are many ways that  belief in God can be explained or just ified by the be-

liever – there is no conclusive proof that can be used other than personal experience.  It  is also possi-

ble to see science and religious experience as complementary as long as neither is used in a fundamen-

talist  manner.  It  is also clear that our own experiences and spiritual development  will inform us in dif-

ferent  ways and these will lead to variances with others who are seeking the same ends from a differ-

ent  perspect ive.  As we approach and t ravel through the Christmas season, we are invited to encoun-

ter God through love – a perfect  love revealed to us in the humanity of Jesus.  It  is this love – a love 

that  we can follow through from Christmas to Easter – that  gives us meaning, and calls us to open our 

hearts, that  they may be t ransformed by that same love.  Let us open our hearts to that  gracious gift  

made known to us – that  we might see beyond the immediate and glimpse the possibility that  comes 

through faith in God. 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

NOVEM BER 2019 
 

BAPTISM S 

3rd Nov. Ella Rose Davis 

22nd Nov. Esmay Vicky Joy Josephine Clark 

WEDDINGS/ BLESSINGS 

There were no weddings this month   

FUNERALS 

5th Nov. Shirley Kathleen Williams 

13th Nov.  Audrey Jean Rosemary Rodwell 

22nd Nov. Elsie M ay M oncaster 

26th Nov. Gwendoline May Lobb “Gwen” 

26th Nov. Zari Vincent 

28th Nov. Alice Ashwood 

29th Nov. Olga Baker 

 

 Christmas Tree Festival 2019 

  Friday December 6
th

     10.30-4.00pm 

  evening event          7.30-9.00pm 

  Saturday December 7
th

 10.30-4.00pm 

  Sunday December 8
th     

11.30- 4.00pm  

   Christingle Service 4.00pm 

Come along and bring your friends 

and families to enjoy  what we hope 

will be an even more spectacular 

event  than last  year. 

There will be live music, a Raffle, 

Tombola and refreshments available 

throughout the Fest ival.  With this in mind we ur-

gent ly need Raffle and Tombola prizes and if you 

can offer a couple of hours to help us to man the 

event we would be very grateful. There is a box next  

to the west  door for donat ions to the Raffle &  Tom-

bola 

Please contact Jane Fletcher 

(cjanefletcher@btinternet.com) 07896804915  

Sue Hamilton (susieham1854@gmail.com)  

07985247722 or  

GregGilbert(greg.gilbert@teamparishoflouth.org.uk)  

to discuss the ways in which you would be willing to 

support  the event. 

Simon Neal, who followed his father’s tradition as a 
treble head chorister in St, James’s Church choir, is 
now a professional baritone. 

Whilst he lives in Louth, he sings major roles mainly in 

Germany. However, he is singing 

again, in Covent  Garden in M arch 2020 as Don Pizzaro 

in “Fidelio” which is Beethoven’s only opera, but a 
very good one. Simon has previously sung this role in 

Sydney Opera House. The 

six performances at  Covent  Garden are virtually sold 

out , but  there is opportunity to see the opera at  the 

Playhouse as it  is being live st reamed on Tuesday, 

M arch 17
th

. 

For more informat ion visit  his website                           

Simon Neal  Baritone! 

In November, the South Elkington meet ing was started 

with a minute’s silence for Pru Wormall, a longstanding 
member who recent ly passed away. We then wel-

comed speakers from the Internat ional Bomber Com-

mand Cent re at  Lincoln (IBCC).  The two speakers gave 

a very insight ful and thought ful talk of their work as 

tour guides at  IBCC. It  really brought  it  home to us how 

dangerous it  was to be a member of Bomber   Com-

mand when we were informed there were nearly 

58,000 names on the memorial and the life expectancy 

of the Bomber Command crew was only several weeks 

when taking part  in bombing missions. The cent re is 

certainly is well worth a visit . M embers have also been 

busy in the last  few weeks crochet ing and knit t ing   

poppies to decorate the arch at the ent rance to South 

Elkington church and also the war memorial which 

were both looking lovely in the autumn sunshine.   

 

The ladies at  South Elkington 

W.I  decorated South Elking-

ton church and war memorial 

for Remembrance Day. 
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 Snippets from Stewton  

                                                    
At Christmas many people decide to donate to good causes instead of sending cards or buying trivia and we 

know that  some of you will be able to use the local churches to do this. Our Kenyan Appeal, where we set  

out to raise £5000 to build a classroom for children with Learning Disabilit ies, is st ill able to receive dona-

t ions. We have almost reached our target  and it  would be good if we could achieve this by the end of the 

year. That way we will have a clearer idea of how we can help with this second specialist  classroom in Kenya 

where children with learning disabilit ies can experience learning, fun and st imulat ion in an appropriate way.  

November saw the final Community Coffee event of  the year, and as it  takes a break in December and Janu-

ary, we look forward to February when it  re-starts on the 4
th

 Tuesday of each month. Also taking a break, the 

Book Club will meet  on 9
th

 December at  5.30pm but has a rest  in January and February.  

Our popular Carol Service on December 15
th

 is at  3pm so come early to ensure a seat.  

Again, this year we will be contribut ing to the Christmas Food Parcels distributed to those in need. At a re-

cent meet ing it  was agreed that Christmas related food  could be brought to the Carol Service so that all of 

the items will be taken to Trinity Centre on the morning of  M onday December 16
th

.  A collect ion box is at  the 

back of the church for such gifts.  

Christmas Day Communion is at  9.30am.  
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Friends of St James Church Shop 

The Friends Shop sells as many fairly t raded goods as pos-

sible as well as gifts made from sustainable sources and 

from recycled materials. Why not  check out  unusual pre-

sents and help to make a dif ference to small producers 

from around the world 

Recycled bike chains made into bookends, clothes hooks, 

t rivets and key rings make excellent  presents for cycling 

enthusiasts as do the bamboo socks with bikes for decora-

t ion. 

Children crayons have been given another life as coasters 

and lit t le boxes. 

Bamboo is turned into socks, toothbrushes, whist les, 

scarves and even toilet  paper!  

Jute shopping bags and Indian newspaper gift  bags are all 

popular items especially for cat  lovers and everyone want -

ing to save our bees. We also stock childrens’ rucksacks 
and purses which could be f illed w ith Divine Chocolate or 

chocolate angels. 

Soapstone has been made into unicorns and dinosaurs 

which are just  the thing for mini gifts 

Along with glit ter boxes from India. 

There are Advent  calendars and Friends Christmas cards 

some of which have already sold out  but  are now being 

reprinted. These are just  the thing for friends and family 

no longer enjoying the delights of lovely Louth. 

 A warm welcome awaits in the shop so please don’t rush 
past  on your way to the Cards for Good Causes Corner. 

You will be surprised by what  you f ind!  Alternat ively come 

and see us when you visit  the Christmas Tree Fest ival 

when all the decorat ions on the Friends t ree will be for  

sale. 

Activities for December at the Trinity centre 

 

2/ 12 9:30-11 Tots group, casual play session £1 

3/ 12 11am Tasty Tuesday Christmas lunch, a friendly lunch 
club with entertainment, £6 

4/ 12 2-4pm M emories matter dementia group £1 

6/ 12 11am Fish on Friday, a friendly meal followed by 
bingo £5.60 

7/ 12 Volunteers party for all of our volunteers! Please con-
tact sam at trinity for details 

11/ 12 12-2pm M emories matter dementia group Christ-
mas lunch £3 

13/ 12 11am Fish on Friday Christmas party! £5.60 

14/ 12 M essy church 10:45-1pm 

16/ 12 9:30-11am Tots group Christmas party £1 

17/ 12 4-6pm Children’s Christmas party £2 per child 

18/ 12 2-4pm M emories matter dementia group, wood-
thorpe garden centre £5 

3/ 1 11am Fish on Friday, friendly lunch followed by bingo, 
£5.60 

6/ 1 9:30-11am Tots group, casual play session £1 

7/ 1 11am Tasty Tuesday, friendly lunch £5.50 

8/ 1 12-2pm M emories matter dementia group lunch £2 

10/ 1 11am Fish on Friday, friendly lunch club followed by 
indoor curling £5.60 

11/ 1 10:45-1pm messy church 

13/ 1 9:30-11 Tots group, casual play session, £1 

15/ 1 2-4pm M emories matter dementia group trip £3 

17/ 1 11am Fish on Friday, friendly lunch followed by bingo 
£5.60 

20/ 1 9:30-11am Tots group, casual play session £1 

22/ 1 2-4pm M emories matter dementia group £1 

24/ 1 11am Fish on Friday, friendly lunch followed by in-
door curling £5.60 

27/ 1 9:30 Tots group, casual play session £1 

29/ 1 2-4pm M emories matter dementia group £1 

31/ 1 11am Fish on Friday, friendly lunch club followed by 
bingo £5.60 

 

 

Back by popular request the Annual Christmas “Get Together” will be held at 
the Church Inst itute, Church Lane, South Elkington on Saturday 28

th
 Decem-

ber 2019. A soup lunch followed by fruit  crumble/ pie will be served at  

12.30pm. The usual guided walk from St. James to South Elkington will start  at  10.30 am. 

After lunch a Fest ive Beet le Drive is planned, finishing at  3pm. 

BOOKING BY 26
th

 DECEM BER IS ESSENTIAL FOR CATERING PURPOSES.  

PLEASE CONTACT JILL DAY (TEL: 01507603998) IN ORDER TO BOOK AND OBTAIN A LUNCH TICKET. 
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THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 
 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS.    

 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 
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CRAFT & CHATTER 

The Craft  and Chat ter group which meets on  Thursday 

mornings between 10.30 and 12.30 under the tower are 

undertaking new project  in preparat ion for the Christmas 

Tree Fest ival later this year.  We are  planning to create 

some text ile banners to  decorate some of the pillars and 

would welcome new members to join us in this excit ing 

project . Any donat ions of haberdashery or interest ing fab-

rics would be most  welcome. 

Louth Choral Society will be holding this 

year's annual Sing Noël concert  on Saturday 21      

December at  St . James's Church, Louth, start ing at 

7.30pm.  As well as Christmas carols (some of which 

may be set  to rather different tunes 

or arrangements), the choir will be singing a wide 

range of Christmas songs and other seasonal music. 

There will also be ample opportunit ies for the audi-

ence to join in as well!     

Tickets for the concert  will be £10 (including one free 

child - other under 18s are £5 each) 

Tickets available from  

Eve & Ranshaw, M arket  Place, Louth,  on-line at : 

ht tp:/ / www.t icketsource.co.uk/ louthchoral  

or on the door.  
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The last date for submission of articles for the  FEBURARY 2020 Herald is Wednesday 22nd January 2020.  

You can send art icles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

Five ways to ‘get the best out of Christmas’ 

That time is nearly upon us, and it’ll creep up 
quickly. Here are five suggest ions for making the 

best  of our celebrat ion of the birth of Jesus. 

1. Look forward 

It  is so easy to see the very important  concerns 

about  food, cards, presents and part ies over-

shadow the most  important . Could you deliber-

ately build in some t ime each day or each week 

during Advent to stop, calm yourself, and refo-

cus? A Strange Christmas by Krish Kandiah is a 

great  lit t le book to help us prepare. 

2. Look around 

No doubt  there will be some extra church act ivi-

t ies going on over Christmas, but  did you know 

that  research has shown that  20% of people in 

Britain would be grateful for an opportunity to 

think about  who Jesus is? We have so often be-

lieved the lie that no-one is interested in our 

faith. So, seek the seekers, and invite them to 

something. Who do you know who is likely to be 

keen to find out  more? 

3. Look outwards 

Deuteronomy 26 contains the inst ruct ions for 

celebrat ing the Jewish Harvest  Fest ival, but  built  

into the chapter are encouragements to remem-

ber the foreigners, widows and orphans in the 

land in their celebrat ions. Is there anyone you 

might  include in your fest ivit ies, who might  other-

wise go without? 

4. Look again 

Part  of Christmas is the repet it ion of readings, 

prayers and carols that  we have been using since 

‘the year dot’. Could you address the familiarisa-
t ion by choosing to think more deeply about  the 

words we’re using? Ask the Holy Spirit to give you 

one new insight into the Christmas story this year, 

or take maybe just  one line from a carol and let  it  

dwell in your thoughts and prayers. 

5. Look up 

When all the presents are wrapped and the 

sprouts peeled, take some t ime to reconnect  with 

the wonder of it  all, which can so easily get  lost  

among the mundane. The God of the Universe, 

the King of Kings and Lord above all Lords stepped 

down into our world in the shape of a newborn 

baby so that we might  know God and share the 

eternity of heaven, feast ing at his table!  Wow! 

What  a t ragedy if we miss that !  

Words prepared by the diocesan Mission Team. 

Don’t forget to look out for #FollowTheStar, the 
‘national Advent and Christmas campaign’ with 
accompanying resources offered by the Church of 

England. 


