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BEES UPDATE 

 

The bees were int roduced to their new resi-

dence tonight . They were very quiet  and sub-

dued. We shall be monitoring them to make 

sure they are happy and have started work. 

Two beaut iful not ices have been made by the 

Men’s Shed which are now in place by the 
roped off area around the hive. (See picture). 
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M usic at the Parish Church of  

St James, Louth 

The Parish Church of St  James, located in the heart  of the 

beaut iful Lincolnshire market  town of Louth, is a sizable 

building – indicat ive of the mediaeval wealth of the town 

– and is crowned with the tallest  mediaeval parish church 

spire in England.  Whilst  now in a quiet corner of the 

country where the Lincolnshire Wolds meet the M arshes 

that  st retch out for several miles to the East  Coast , it  was 

for many centuries an important  focal point  for the local 

area and consequent ly a good deal is known about the 

life of the church in the t ime up to the reformat ion – in 

which it  played a key part .  It  was notable for being the 

flashpoint  of the Lincolnshire Rising in 1536, which in part  

was a react ion to the feeling that  so much of what was 

held important might be lost to Henry VIII’s reforms.  This 
included music within the liturgy which was supported by 

the guilds who maintained a song school whose choris-

ters sang alongside the various clerks and singing men.   

Although after the reformation this t radit ion was to suf-

fer significant ly – especially during a period of extreme 

puritan influence in the early 1600s – the church main-

tained something of a High Church tradit ion well into the 

19
th

 century, and a group of 6 singing men remain inter-

mit tent ly evident throughout the 18
th

 century.  Indica-

t ions of the maintenance of regular musical worship are 

found in that  the dut ies of the organist  in the 18
th

 century 

included playing for services on ‘Sundays, Wednesdays in 
every week and all the Festivals for ever’, and that right 
through into the 1820s payments were being made to the 

singers and for the washing of their surplices for them 

(and presumably the ‘children’ who are also mentioned 
as being instructed in singing in the church).  Whatever 

survival this might have been came to an end in 1857 

when the st ipendiary singers were dismissed, and (after a 

short  hiatus) a voluntary choir of t radesmen was formed 

to replace this well-established group in leading singing in 

the liturgy.  With the opening of a new organ in Decem-

ber of 1857 the new choir was supplemented by singers 

from Lincoln Cathedral to sing full choral services.   

From the middle of the 19
th

-century onwards, this volun-

tary choir of men and boys was at  the heart of worship at  

St  James – being joined by a separate choir of girl choris-

ters in the 1990s.  As with many churches, the choirs at  St 

James’ have seen some inevitable variations in their for-

tunes and for much of the last  decade the choral t radit ion 

has been maintained almost ent irely by a small group of 

girl choristers with a group of hugely dedicated adult  

singers.  Over the past  few years, the church has invested 

in building up its musical resources, and in 2014 made a 

joint  appointment of a M aster of the Choristers in col-

laborat ion with a local school.  Since that  t ime the exist-

ing girls’ choir has grown in both confidence and num-
bers, and more recent ly been joined by the nucleus to 

form a group of boy choristers.   

Today, the normal pat tern of choral services during term-

t ime is for the girls and adults to sing at  morning services 

on Sundays, with an adult  consort  singing every Sunday 

evening – joined by the boys roughly every other week.  

Increasingly, the choir is helping mark the celebrat ion of 

weekday fest ivals, and their offering in worship has con-

tributed to a growth in people at tending services beyond 

the now conventional ‘Sunday morning slot’.  Over the 
past  few years, members of the choir not  only been con-

tribut ing to the worship in Louth, but  have enjoyed sing-

ing with other choirs – joining local choirs from Grimsby 

M inster and Newark Parish Church, and singing in Lincoln 

cathedral.  With these foundat ions in place, the Church 

Council is current ly exploring how to consolidate its exist -

ing resources and planning how further growth can be 

encouraged and enabled in the future – so that  hopefully 

the long-standing t radit ion of this beaut iful church can be 

ensured for generat ions to come. 

As well as the commitment to pay the salaries of the 

M aster of the Choristers and Organist , the Church Council 

has established an Endowment Fund to help secure the 

long-term sustainability of music in the church’s liturgy.  
Together with some small historic charitable t rusts this 

forms the basis for a new charitable body which is being 

established with the prime aim of support ing the music of 

the church and developing its choir. 

 

Regular choral services take place as follows during term-

t ime: 

Sundays: 10am Sung Eucharist , sung by the Girls and 

Adults of the choir  

  6pm  Choral Evensong, sung by the Boys and 

Adults or Adults of the choir  

Weekdays: 7 30pm Choral Eucharist  on Ash 

Wednesday and M aundy Thursday  

  7 30pm Choral Evensong on Good Fri-

day, Eve of Ascension Day &  Red Let ter Days falling on  

Wednesdays 

  Other weekdays services as announced 
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What does a call from God feel like? 

The Revd Liz Brown (Act ing Director of Ordinands & Voca-

t ions) looks back at  a well-received Vocat ions Day... 

What  does a call from God feel like? That  was the quest ion 

occupying the 30+ people who at tended the annual Voca-

tions Day at St Luke’s, Birchwood in Lincoln. The day was 
designed to allow people who believe God could be calling 

them to something new and deeper to meet  with others, 

share their experiences and hear about  some of the possi-

ble minist r ies available in the Church of England. 

From the outset  we hoped to make it  clear that  when we 

talk about vocations we don’t have a mental picture of a 
big iced bun with priesthood as the cherry on the top. The 

wide variety of minist ries open to people is something we 

haven’t always been good at communicating, so this day 
was put  together with the intent ion of being about  voca-

t ion, rather than specifically about  ordinat ion. 

We heard from people whose vocat ions had led them in 

many different  direct ions and included those who were 

certain their calling was to a lay minist ry. Dr Sally Buck, 

Warden of Lay M inist ry, and I shared something of own 

own respect ive discernment  journeys, one to a calling to 

minister from within a lay context  and the other to or-

dained minist ry. We also heard from a dist inct ive deacon, 

an authorised lay minister, a priest  who had experienced 

minist ry as an ordained local minister and as a st ipendiary 

minister, and from somebody who was just  about  to go to 

a Bishop’s Advisory Panel, describing going through the 
discernment  process in our diocese. We heard from an 

oblate of an Anglican Benedict ine community, who dis-

cussed the possibility of closer connect ion with a religious 

community or the religious life itself. There was ample t ime 

for asking quest ions and also t ime for people to get  into 

smaller groups and discuss their own experiences. 

For many people at tending the day, the opportunity to 

hear from others in a similar situat ion was part icularly valu-

able. Finding there were other people asking quest ions like 

“What? Me?” and “But surely I’m not good enough?” or 
“What if I’m imagining it?” can be very reassuring and it 
makes it  easier to be brave enough to say how we feel 

without worrying that we’ll look silly. 

For many people considering a licensed minist ry, the t rain-

ing involved can be a source of anxiety. “How long will it 
last?”, “Will I cope?”, “It’s been years since I did any study”, 
“I’m not really very academic”. The Principal of Lincoln 
School of Theology, the Revd Dr Sally M yers, is used to 

dealing with concerns like these, and after lunch she led an 

excellent  session which showed everybody that  theological 

learning can be non-threatening and enjoyable. 

The value of the day was most  obvious in the change of 

atmosphere as it  progressed. At  the beginning there was 

some apprehension and nervousness as people wondered 

at  what  to expect , but  by the end of the day there was a 

relaxed and posit ive atmosphere in the room, with several 

people asking what  their next  steps should be. 

M ore details on possible next  steps may be obtained by 

contacting the DDO’s office via liz.brown@lincoln.anglican.org 

or by calling 01522 50 40 29. 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

JUNE 2019 
 

BAPTISM S 

 

2nd June Xander Felix Keight ley 

9th June Eleanor M ary Hawkins 

16th June Henry Johnathan Bell 

16th June Joshua Arthur Bell 

23rd June Deacon Henry M unson-Williams 

 

 

WEDDINGS/ BLESSINGS 

 

7th June David Richardson with 

  Stacey Louise Toach 

8th June Jordan Daniel Terry with 

  Chloe Louise Smith 

15th June Ben Joseph Epton Hardisty with 

  Sharna Elouize Phillips 

22nd June Robbie George Winter with 

  Charlot te Gwendolyn Carr 

29th June James Edward  Clark with 

  Emma Louisa Anderson 

29th June Shaun Kavanagh with 

  Emma Fisher 

 

FUNERALS 

6th June Joyce Senior 

7th June Daniel Francis M cHugh 

 

 

"The Reluctant  Organist "  or  

"Pianists into Organists"  

A user friendly course for pianists wishing to t ry 

the organ.  

M onday 6
th

 July 10:00 -14:00 - St  Thomas' Church, 

M arket  Rasen. 

Course leader M alcolm Pentelow  

A flexible approach will allow t ime for those who 

already play and who may wish to pick up further 

t ips. 

A follow up is pencilled in for November. 

There is no charge but  please bring a light  lunch. 
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 Snippets from Stewton  

Yes, it is that time of the year again. It is all systems go at St Andrew’s preparing for our Celebration 
Day here on July 13

th
.This year the task has been compounded by the ongoing first  phase of the   

restorat ion work but  never the less we shall be ready to welcome visitors from far and wide to the 

church on Saturday July 13
th

 between 10am and 4pm where there will be Live M usic, stalls, books, 

plants, cakes and much more under a select ion of gazebos to cater for all weather condit ions. 

Home-made refreshments are our speciality. 

Everybody will be most  welcome. Never been to Stewton? Now is your opportunity to come and 

see us. Keep going down Stewton Lane and you will come to the church that  has been there over a 

thousand years. Come along to celebrate the complet ion of the renovat ions to this historic building 

to return it  to its original glory. The stonemasons came highly recommended and have worked hard 

to complete the cont ract  on t ime. 

If you are able to offer books, plants or cakes you can bring them on the day or you can ring Robert  

M ansfield on 01507 327533 who would be happy to collect . 
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WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE  

HERALD.  

IT HAS A CIRCULATION OF OVER 300. 

CONTACT EITHER JULIE AT THE  

DEANERY OFFICE OR THE   HERALD 

EDITOR  

STUART SIZER FOR PRICES. 

 CRAFT & CHATTER 

The Craft  and Chat ter group which meets on       

Thursday mornings between 10.30 and 12.30 under 

the tower are undertaking new project  in preparat ion 

for the Christmas Tree Fest ival later this year.  We 

are     planning to create some text ile banners to  

decorate some of the pillars and would welcome new 

members to join us in this excit ing project . Any      

donat ions of haberdashery or interest ing fabrics 

would be most welcome. 

SOUTH ELKINGTON WI welcomed guest speaker 

Paul Evans from the Lincolnshire Emergency Blood 

Bikes Service at the M ay meeting.   Paul gave a 

most interesting and informative talk about being a 

volunteer motorcyclist for the Blood Bikes Service 

which transports blood, equipment, patient notes , 

blood products and human breast milk between 

hospitals and regional centres.  They also transport 

blood each day to the Air Ambulance service based 

at RAF Waddington.  It is a totally voluntary organi-

sation and saves the NHS hundreds of thousands of 

pounds each year across the country. 

In June we welcomed Alan Haslam, a wood turner 

from North Hykeham as our guest speaker.  He 

used his portable lathe to go through all the differ-

ent processes to create two beautiful vases from 

scratch, a truly polished performance! Following a 

raffle, two happy members each went home with a 

vase. 

The next meeting is on the 2
nd

 July in the garden of 

Sue Hamilton, president of South Elkington WI. 

Grainthorpe Festival of Arts 2019 

Saturday, Sunday and M onday 24th, 25th and 

26th August 

10.00am-5.00pm daily. 

The Fest ival of Arts, sale of paint ing and floral dis-

plays are in St Clement’s Church, the craft stalls are 
in t ithe barn and the village hall, Church lane. 

Admission is £2.00: this includes a catalogue which 

will allow entry to the Fest ival of Arts and craft  stalls 

throughout  the weekend. 

The St  Clements Cafe will be serving homemade re-

freshments all weekend. 

 

www.grainthorpeartsfestival.co.uk 

LN11 7JR 
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THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 
 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS.    

 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 

St James's Church, Louth 

 Lunchtime Recitals 2019 

      Fridays at 1.00 pm 

 

5 July:   John Prior (flute)      with Philip Hotham (piano) 

12 July:   Hilary Punnett (organ)  

19 July:   M usic for recorders,  violin, cello & harpsichord 

26 July:   Jeffery M akinson (organ) 

2 August:    Clare Laughton (cello)   with Robert Poyser 

(piano) 

  9 August:   Barry Whitfield (organ) 

16 August:   James Risdon (solo recorder) 

23 August:    Naomi Sullivan (saxophone)  with Jane 

O'Farrell (piano) 

30 August:   Amy Baker (piano) 

  Admission free - retiring collection for 

  St James's Church M usic Fund 

  Refreshments available before each  

  recital from the church coffee shop. 

 

  Further details: 

  www.stjamesrecitals@vpweb.co.uk 
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  The Guild of  

    St. James’        
 

 

Future M eet ings 

Next  meet ing is a t rip to the Walled Gardens of 

Baumber on Thursday 18th July. M argaret  Ander-

son is co-ordinat ing the t ransport  arrangements 

so if you can offer a lift  or want  a lift , please ring 

her on 01507 610554. You will be walk around 

the gardens, have lunch in the cafe and buy 

plants and produce. A picnic seems like a good 

idea. 

 

On Tuesday September 17th, we are going for 

lunch at  The Splash in Legbourne. If you wish to 

join us, please let  me know. 

 

Jeannie Gurnham (01507 609622) 

 



Page 15 



 

   
Page 16 

The last date for submission of articles for the  SEPTEM BER 2019 Herald is WEDNESDAY 21st AUGUST 2019  

You can send art icles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net  or stuartsizer@talktalk.net   

BENJAM IN CROSBY – A LEDGER STONE IN  

ST JAMES’ CHURCH, LOUTH 

The connections between St James’ church and the Victo-
rian poet  laureate Alfred Lord Tennyson are well docu-

mented. As well as the young Alfred at tending Louth Gram-

mar School, his grandfather Stephen Fytche was Vicar of St 

James’ from 1764-1780 and his parents were married here 

in 1805. 

A rather more tenuous but nevertheless equally fascinat ing 

connect ion can now be made to another great  writer of the 

19
th

 century via a much worn and overlooked ledger stone 

set  in the floor of the choir vest ry alongside the tower. In-

deed if it  were not  for the church registers the full name on 

the stone - BENJAM IN CROSBY - may never have been deci-

phered. What can be seen is that Benjamin was ‘late of Sta-

tioners’ Court’ and ‘Bookseller’. The date, 16
th

 August  1815, 

is less clear but  can be confirmed from his list ing in ‘A Dic-
tionary of Printers and Printing’ (pub. 1839) in which his age 

at  death is given as 47 years. 

Benjamin Crosby was born near Leeds the son of a 

‘considerable grazier’. Being the youngest  of a large family 

he went to London apprenticed to Robinson’s, one of the 
foremost  book publishers in the late-18

th
 century, to learn 

the t rade of bookseller. Eventually he set  up his own book-

seller and publishing business t rading as Crosby and Co. at  4 

Stat ioners Court , Ludgate Hill. He was noted for developing 

the country t rade for books and one of the friendships he 

made was to lead to him finding his final rest ing place in 

Louth. 

In 1803 a manuscript entitled ‘Susan’ was submitted anony-
mously to his company and the copyright  was prompt ly pur-

chased for £10. Various reasons have been postulated for its 

non-publicat ion, including an acrimonious t rading partner-

ship that  broke up, but  despite being advert ised by Crosby 

the novel was never published. Six years passed before the 

author wrote to the company under an assumed name (the 

init ials of which spelt  M AD!) asking for the novel to be pub-

lished or it  would be published elsewhere. The let ter was 

quickly rebuffed with the threat  of court  act ion but  an offer 

was made to return the copyright  for the same purchase 

price of £10. The author, not  being in a f inancial posit ion to 

do so, did not  take up the offer at  this t ime.  

Thus it  was that  Benjamin Crosby went  to his grave never 

knowing that  he held in his hands a manuscript  by a woman 

who would become one of the world’s best known authors - 
Jane Austen. Nor that  the book would become, after some 

rewrit ing and change of heroines name, the great  sat ire of 

the Gothic novel ‘Northanger Abbey’. 

Neither he nor Jane would know of its success. Crosby died 

in August , 1815.  Somet ime in the lat ter part  of 1814 he had 

a serious ‘breakdown’ and had to ret ire and sell off all of his 

business interests. In 1816 his successors sold back the 

copyright, after an approach by Jane’s brother Henry. It is 
said he afterwards took great  delight  in revealing to them 

that  it  was by the author of ‘Pride and Prejudice’ which had 

been published very successfully in 1813. In fact  all of Jane 

Austen’s novels were published anonymously during her 
lifetime. She died in July, 1817 aged 41 and ‘Northanger 

Abbey’ along with ‘Persuasion’ were published posthu-

mously in 1818, a biographical note by her brother revealing 

for the first  t ime the t rue name of the author. 

The reason for Benjamin Crosby’s interment in Louth? Dur-
ing his t ravels for his business he had befriended John Jack-

son of J. &  J. Jackson, the printer and bookseller who t raded 

from the M arket  Place in Louth. He therefore gladly ac-

cepted an invitat ion to convalesce in Louth where he also 

had many friends. Sadly his recovery was not  to be and after 

he was found dead one morning, having died in his sleep, 

his friends had his body interred under the tower in St  

James’.  

Jacksons’ were of course the publishers of ‘Poems by Two 
Brothers’ by Alfred and Charles Tennyson. It  was joint ly 

printed and published in 1827 by J. &  J. Jackson of Louth and 

Simpkin and M arshall of Stat ioners Court , the lat ter being 

Crosby’s assistants who took over his business after his ill-
ness. And so the circle was complete. 

Chris M ar-

shall 2019 


