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Some notes from the Rectory… 
A window into a new world 

For me Lent and Holy Week is a wonderful t ime – a gift  where t ime concert inas away and we have the chance to leap 

across the centuries and walk alongside the disciples with Jesus.  Of course, this sense of wonder is tempered by the 

events to which one is taken, but  the journey can truly be an excit ing one as we move from the almost childish ex-

citement of the entry into Jerusalem through the preparat ions for the great  fest ival of Passover and on to the depths 

of betrayal, physical pain and the desolat ion of death.  Often this spiritual journey drains me physically as well as 

emot ionally so that  Holy Saturday t ruly is a t ime of expectant  wait ing – for through the pain and suffering we do 

know what comes next… the inconceivable hope that is the Resurrection. 

 
In many ways my explanat ion as to why the Christ ian message seems weaker now that  2,000 years ago is that , with 

the passage of t ime, the t ransforming nature of the Christ ian Gospel is often lost  in the simplicity of our at tempts to 

explain it  – to package it  in ways that  make it  easier to understand.  It  is not iceable that  Jesus rarely gives a straight  

answer – there is almost always a challenge, and often we are left  scratching our heads as we are left  to wonder at 

the seemingly impossible view of God that  Jesus leaves us with.  And so, at  each stage ever since people have taken 

that  powerful message of living life in a different way where there are no easy answers and packaging it  in a way that 

can be passed on to someone else.  We can see this in the different ways that  Mark and M atthew and Luke and John 

tell the same story, in the way that  Paul shapes the Christ ian gospel for the audience who he is speaking to, in the 

ways that  the Creeds defined the faith so that  it  could be t ransmit ted more easily.  In all of this the packaging tends 

to overtake the original message.  It  is only because such packaging is possible that  writers such as Richard Dawkins, 

in opposing the very idea of belief in God, can set up a Straw Doll such as this… 

To most Christ ians in the early centuries such a definit ion would have been rejected as a ridiculous misrepresentat ion 

of the God to which the scriptures witness.  Indeed many of the prophets react against  the foundat ions of this carica-

ture in the Old Testament by calling Israel to pursue justice (out of which will come God’s triumph) rather than en-
gage in trying to impose God’s will by corrupting it with human misunderstanding.  This is a strain of thought that we 
can see revealed strongly in Jesus own teaching; that  purity of intent  is at  the heart  of Christ ian living rather than the 

mere outward appearance of conformity to God’s will – the very pages of the Gospel remind us of the ease with 

which the very essence of God can be distorted by writ ing it  in human form.  This is where we come back to the im-

possibility of the ideal we find before us and the need to t ranslate it  into more understandable, easier to implement 

codes of understanding and behaviour – the circle starts again and, a bit  like Chinese Whispers the t ransformat ive 

power of God’s true will is clouded by human attempts to explain it.  It seems to me as if we are constantly trying to 
explain something that  is beyond our capacity to understand; we are t rying to explain something that  we ourselves 

don’t grasp. 

Although difficult  to do there is no other way to explore the glory of God than to t ry the impossible tasking of talking 

about God – a task where we will inevitably fall short  of the reality of who God is.  But by remembering this very fact  

we might find that  rather than using words to explain who and what God is we can use them to point  beyond their 

limited meaning to the t ruth of God that  lies beyond them; and so the thousands upon thousands of words that  we 

hear and read about God will point  to the wordless reality that is the t ruth of who God is. 

In the process of this journey there is a space where, part icularly during Holy Week, without  feeling guilty, 

some of the routine tasks of the Church’s life can be put to one side and I can feel able to devote more time 
than is often the case to considering some of the quest ions that  challenge how I understand God, and then, 

during the final three days, to place these alongside the experience of being with Christ  during the last  days of 

his life; finally, wondering at  the t ransformat ive effect  of rebirth that  is at  the centre of Easter Day.  In many 

ways, by living out  the last three days of Holy Week, each of us has a chance to touch and recapture the es-

sence of Jesus’ teaching and living that was so transformative to those he met, and which, over the centuries, 
seems to have lost  some of its power.  Before we t ravel any further it  is probably wise to place my cards on the 
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ST JAM ES 

GUILD 

The Programme 

2019 

 

Tuesday 19th M arch   2.15 p.m. Church House                   

Dr. Richard Gurnham on ‘The People of the      
Panorama’. A talk based on William Brown’s   
panoramic paint ing of Louth, done in 1844-56. 

Accompanying book available on the day to buy 

@ £18.99. (The paint ing is housed at  The Sessions 

House if you  wish to see it ). 

                                          

Tuesday 21st  M ay  2.15 p.m. Church House                        

- In-house talk and act ivity based on an aspect of 

craft . Details to  be finalised. Bring & Buy - M oney 

raising for The Children’s  Society. 
 

 Wednesday 17th July  -  A visit  to the Walled  

Gardens, Baumber. Travel: car share. Date is    

provisional; details to be confirmed. 

                                          

Tuesday 17th September - Lunch at  The Royal 

Oak, Legbourne (The Splash) at  12 noon. 

 

Tuesday 17th December 2.15 p.m Church House                    

Christmas Talk by Rev. Dr. Arabella Robinson:   

Angels In the Bible, with part icular reference to 

the Christmas Story. Bring &  Buy; Secret  Santa 

and a feast  of seasonal food. 

 

Tuesday  21st  January 2020 - Lunch & AGM  (2.15 

Church House). Details nearer the date. 

For further informat ion please contact :  

 

Jeannie Gurnham—01507 609622 

Jane Fletcher—01507 604132 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

FEBURARY 2019 
 

BAPTISM S 

3rd Feb Elsie Louise Pendlebury 

10th Feb Nevaeh Owen 

17th Feb Finley Elliot  Handford 

24th Feb Twins— 

  Freya Oralee Bronte Smith 

  Isla Niamh Violet  Smith 

  

WEDDINGS/ BLESSINGS 

 

There were no weddings this month 

 

FUNERALS 

11th Feb Donald Leslie Streets 

18th Feb Janet  Doris M orris 

20th Feb Jean Frances Wallis 

22nd Feb Noel Frank Clark 

25th Feb Noreen Lily Taylor 

26th Feb M ichael John Scot t   

28th Feb Sylvia North 

 

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 
 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS.    

 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 
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The Craft & Chatter group which meets on 

Thursday mornings in St James’s between 10.30 – 

12.30 has had a busy year. We knit ted blankets for   

Samara’s Aid collections being sent to Syria/Iraq, tiny 
hats for premature babies born in Grimsby hospital, 

crocheted but terflies to be gifted to bereaved families 

during Baby Loss M emorial week, and colourful covers 

for incubators in Boston hospital, in addit ion to       

personal craft  projects and items to sell at  the Sum-

mer Fair. Later in the year we turned our at tent ion to   

making decorat ions for the Craft  Club t ree for the 

Christmas Tree Fest ival and enjoyed a wreath making 

workshop provided by Jayne Pegg. We look forward to 

get t ing together again with members old and new on 

M arch 7
th

. 

There was a happy ending to the saga of 

the lost sheep – you may have spotted the     

rather forlorn shepherd in St James’s during   
November and December who had lost  his 

sheep in the shops in Louth. It  was a challenge 

for the children who took part  to spot  the sheep 

and find out  their names by going into the busi-

nesses to enquire. Fifteen businesses took part  

by naming and displaying one of the sheep 

made by members of the Craft  &  Chatter group. 

The sheep were all safely gathered in before the 

Crib Service and the seven correct ly completed 

ent ries were awarded a prize. A big thank you to 

John Loft  for whit t ling a crook for the shepherd 

and to M &Co for the loan of a mannequin. 

The first Christmas Tree Festival at St James’s was a great success with 53 groups, businesses, 
schools and other organizations decorating trees which were displayed in the Church between 7

th
- 

9
th

 December 2018. It was a genuine community event which was appreciated by locals and visitors 

to the town who enjoyed not just the beautiful and creative trees on show but also the music      

provided by local instrumental groups, individuals and choirs, which added to the festive atmos-

phere.  

The public voted for the best trees, in the school’s category Kidgate Academy gained the most votes 
whilst it was the “Heavenly Hookers” Crochet group which was voted winner of the general          
category with a tree titled “A Crocheted Coastal Christmas Tree”.  
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 Snippets from Stewton  

Good News 

It was good to have the start of the Community Coffee Mornings in February. The monthly 

events help to build on the sense of community which we value so highly here at St An-

drew’s and give our regular congregation, along with occasional visitors and people with 
little connection, an opportunity to come together for coffee, cake and chatter, re-enforcing 

the sense that everyone is valued here and welcome. These events will continue on the 

fourth Tuesday from February to November when even the most hardy folk feel it is too cold 

to attend in the coldest weather so we take a short break for two months. The incidental  

effect of the Coffee Mornings enables us to raise funds for our three specific charities to  

improve the lives of individuals in diverse locations around the world. 

This week we have received the fantastic news that the long-awaited classroom for children 

with learning disabilities in Wiyumiririe has finally been opened. The building has taken over 

a year to complete but the smiles on the faces reveal the joy they feel in having achieved 

this. We shall be monitoring the situation closely and seeing ….. What next? 

It is incredible that our small community in Lincolnshire has such a significant impact for a 

remote village in Kenya. 
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 HOLY TRINITY BEES 

There is a new and excit ing community project at  

the Trinity Centre --- Bee Keeping. It  is proposed to 

site the first  hive in the unused part  of the church-

yard. We have guidance from an apiarist , Will 

Hamilton, who will t rain those of us who wish it . 

Bees and church 

have always gone 

together. M onas-

tery communit ies 

kept  bees, not  only 

for honey to eat  but 

for beeswax, can-

dles and healing. 

The patron saint  of bees, beekeepers and candle 

makers is Saint  Ambrose. We get  the word ambro-

sia from this and it  is not  t inned rice pudding but  a 

sweet  concoct ion of nectar and honey. Saint 

Ambrose is also associated with wisdom; with that 

in mind we hope it  will also become a place of 

quiet  and meditat ion. 

A lot  can be learnt  from the beehive community. It  

is a beaut ifully ordered st ructure, with a place for 

each, workers, guards, undertakers, even the 

drones. I have read recent ly that bees can do sim-

ple arithmet ic. 

As the bees give a service, those who work with 

them are serving nature, which is serving God. 

There is a deep, holy relat ionship between church 

and bees. 

We have already received a very generous dona-

t ion from Greggs Bakery to help set  it  up. We hope 

in the future that  schools and youth groups will 

come and be interested and learn the wisdom of 

the bees. This would be full circle for me as I was 

first  at t racted to bee keeping long ago when I at -

tended a church primary school. The Headmaster 

kept  hives in the school garden and taught  us 

there. 

Gardeners need bees to pollinate t rees, flowers 

and vegetables and we need bees to survive. 

Daphne King 
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WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE HERALD.  

IT HAS A CIRCULATION OF OVER 300. 

CONTACT EITHER JULIE AT THE  

DEANERY        OFFICE OR THE HERALD 

EDITOR STUART    SIZER FOR PRICES. 
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Friday 1 M arch 2019, 2.00pm at  The Salvat ion 

Army, Church Street  

'Come - Everything is Ready! ' 

The invitat ion is for everyone - men, women and 

children to join this Day of Prayer.  Women of 

Slovenia, one of the smallest  and youngest  coun-

t ries in Europe, have prepared this year's service, 

and they encourage us to reflect  on the barriers 

they have faced since the end of the Second 

World War when their count ry was a part  of    

Yugoslavia, a M arxist  socialist  republic.  They 

share the challenges they have met  and the 

hopes they have for the future. 

Refreshments after the service will include items 

home-made from a Slovenian recipe. 

* * * * BIBLE STUDY GROUP* * * *  

Advanced Not ice 

A  regular opportunity to meet  

and reflect  on Bible passages 

that  we are reading in our      

Sunday services over a simple 

lunch. 

Taking place in St James, on the 

1st  Thursday of each month 

from 12 noon. 

 

STARTING AFTER EASTER 
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Diocese of Lincoln receives £2.67 million 

to grow churches in its urban centres 

The Diocese of Lincoln has been awarded £2.67 million 

from the Church of England’s Strategic Development 
Fund (SDF) to help t ransform lives in its urban centres 

over the next  five years.  

The funding will enable three exist ing churches to be-

come ‘resource’ churches to promote growth across 
greater Lincolnshire. A resource church is a church 

with a t rack record in growing its congregat ions and 

which wishes to share its learning with other churches 

by ‘giving away’ its leaders for the benefit of other 
churches. 

The three churches that  will become resource 

churches are: St Swithin’s in Lincoln, St George’s in 
Stamford and Lincoln Cathedral. These churches begin 

to represent  the diversity in geography and Anglican 

t radit ions present  across the diocese. Churches in ur-

ban centres have been chosen as at tendance in these 

areas is generally lower than in the diocese as a whole 

therefore potent ial for growth is the greatest . 

The plan for growth across the diocese centres around 

the development  of future church leaders through the 

resource churches who will go on to lead new or revi-

talised churches of which there will be eight in total in 

the diocese’s urban areas over the next five years. 

The Rt Revd Christopher Lowson, Bishop of Lincoln, 

said: “When I was appointed as Bishop of Lincoln I 
started to lead the diocese in a new direct ion in which 

we would reverse what  was seen as a culture of de-

cline in our congregat ions and give the diocese a new 

focus. This investment is key to that . We hope that 

everyone will want to be part  of this excit ing journey. 

“The churches we have chosen as resource churches 
have the potent ial to be successful in reaching out to 

their local communit ies and we want to spread that  

success to other areas. There has been significant  

growth in numbers at St Swithin’s and St George’s in 
recent  years and Lincoln Cathedral, which has stood as 

the mother church of the diocese and region for al-

most  1,000 years, is keen to increase its profile across 

the historic county in social just ice and be a leading 

centre for catholic mission.” 

The Rt Reverend Dr David Court , Bishop of Grimsby 

and Strategic Lead for M ission in the Diocese of Lin-

coln, said: “We are delighted that our application for 
funding has been granted.  At the heart  of our plans is 

our belief in our local churches and their power to 

t ransform lives and communit ies with their message of 

love and hope.  

“We have chosen to focus on our urban centres with 
this funding as it  will give the most  people possible the 

opportunity to explore faith, find hope and experience 

community through their local church. This project  sits 

alongside our other investment in cont inuing outreach 

and mission in our 630 churches across the diocese – 

with £10 million in addit ional funding from diocesan 

resources being invested across the next four years.” 

The project ion of growth is that each resource church 

will grow init ially to a Sunday attendance of at  least  

500 people. The new or revitalised churches will aim to 

grow to a congregat ion of at  least  150 people and be-

come self-sustaining within five years.  
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The last  date for submission of art icles for the  APRIL 2019 Herald is FRIDAY 22nd M ARCH 2019 

You can send art icles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net  or stuartsizer@talktalk.net   

The cracks are where the light gets in.  

The other day I was very cross with myself for get-

t ing a parking t icket . I know why it  happened – I 

hadn’t looked at the sign and I just assumed there 
wouldn’t be parking restrictions on a Sunday 
morning. But it  really happened because I was 

preoccupied and rushing. I had too many things to 

do and not  enough t ime to do everything. The 

parking t icket  was a signal to me that  cracks were 

appearing in my carefully const ructed life.  

For St  Peter it  was a cockerel that  was the signal 

that  things were going terribly wrong. As we ap-

proach Easter, we remember the story of how Pe-

ter denied Jesus three t imes. Jesus was arrested 

at  night  and Peter followed after him, but  then 

lost his nerve and pretended he didn’t know him.  

When the cockerel crowed, Peter remembered 

Jesus telling him this would happen and Peter 

broke down and wept . Leonard Cohen (1934 – 

2016) in his song ‘Anthem’ famously writes that 
‘There is a crack in everything, that’s how the light 
gets in’.  

When cracks appear in our lives, they often signal 

a t ime when light  can emerge. Peter is usually de-

scribed as the disciple who denied Jesus three 

times, but Peter’s failure and brokenness is not 
the end of his story. The light got into Peter’s 
story because of what he remembered in the 

darkest  place and what he learned.  

When the cockerel crowed, he remembered that  

Jesus knew him well enough to know that  he 

would let him down. But it wasn’t the only thing 
Peter remembered.  

Peter remembered that  Jesus predicted that  he 

would suffer and die –it wasn’t all his fault. Peter 
remembered the t ime when Jesus rescued him 

from drowning in Lake Galilee and pulled him 

through. Peter remembered that  at  the Last  Sup-

per Jesus had also told him that  he had prayed for 

him, that  his faith would not  fail.  

After a long dark night , the cockerel reminded Pe-

ter he had let  Jesus down but it  also heralded the 

break of day. Peter’s experience and hope meant 
he was restored and became a great  pastor. 

M y parking t icket  signalled a crack which I should 

not ice, and as I have done many t imes before, re-

adjust  my t imetable to be more life giving. When 

you next not ice a crack in yourself or another, re-

member there is a space now, for the light  to 

come in. 

The Ven. Dr Just ine Allain Chapman Archdeacon 

of Boston Archdeacon Just ine has writ ten The Re-

silient  Disciple: a Lenten journey from adversity to 

maturity 

(SPCK 2018), which is being read by many people 

this Lent .  


