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Some notes from the Rectory… 

Giving thanks for what we have 

From 7th to 14th April, there will be a Giving Review centred on the worshipping community focused in and around 
St James.  It is hoped that everyone associated with the church will receive or see the letter that has been written 
by Mike Crosby (Parish Treasurer) and myself – which, while it is focused on St James’ – is worth sharing more 
widely.  As well as offering worship to God, and sharing in fellowship with each other, a key part of Christian disci-
pleship is giving of ourselves – both in service, and to support the service given by others.  The church does a huge 
amount of work in the wider community that is only possible with the support of those who give of what God has 
given them to further this work… 
 

Giving thanks for what we have 

As we journey through Lent – a season with prayer, fasting and almsgiving at its spiritual heart – it is a good time 
to reflect not only on our spiritual lives as individuals, but also as a community.  Over the past five years it has 
been our aim to develop St James as: 

 a place of prayer and worship; 
 a place to encounter the wonder of God; and 

 a varied community travelling together and growing in faith. 
We have been successful in much of this – as can be seen in the growth of young people involved in leading our 
worship as members of the choir, a greater number of people engaging in our worshipping life (especially at spe-
cial times), and a significant increase in activities for people to join in during the week – although, as always, there 
is still much to do. 
 

At the same time that the work of the church has been growing, we have been able to reduce the gap between 
income and expenditure.  All of this has largely been achieved by controlling costs and getting a better return on 
our investments including refurbishing Church House, with a resulting increase in income.   
 

If you are a member of the community worshipping at St James, we would like to thank you for your part in this – 
whether through your prayers, practical support or giving.  Our work is only possible thanks to the financial sup-
port we receive from members of the congregation and wider community. 
 

What are we asking? 

If we are to thrive as a Christian community, then we need to continue to be able to fund both our existing work 
and that which we wish we could do. 
 

It is some time since we did a church-wide review of giving, and we are asking everyone to reflect on how they 
support our life and work as a Christian community.  We are asking everyone to consider how they support the 
church – both in practical terms and financially.  There are a number of ways to give to the church, and we would 
encourage people to give regularly to support our work.  In particular, we would encourage people to join the Par-
ish Giving Scheme (a new way of giving that reduces administration in the parish and has the advantage for the 
giver of the Direct Debit guarantee) – this is the way that both the Church of England and HMRC are encouraging 
giving (in place of the previous covenanted giving by Standing Order).  Under this scheme, the parish receives eve-
ry penny that is given (including any Gift Aid) – there are no deductions for administration or other expenses. 
 

Therefore, alongside asking people to think about how much they are able to contribute to the work of the 
church, we are asking people to consider the following actions: 

 If you do not give regularly by Standing Order, to consider joining the Parish Giving Scheme; or 

 If you already give by Standing Order, to move on to the new Parish Giving Scheme 

Of course, if you would rather continue giving in the open plate collection at a service, or via the weekly giving en-
velopes then we are more than grateful for the support that you give.  However, we would still ask that you con-
sider joining the Parish Giving Scheme as it will help to reduce the amount of time spent on administration, and 
give us a better understanding of income we can expect.  This will help us to plan future work, and continue to 
develop our activities as a Christian community in the heart of the town. 
 

For details of what to do next, please pick up a pack from the back of St James’. 
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ST JAMES 

GUILD 

The Programme 
2019 

                                          
Tuesday 21st May  2.15 p.m. Church House                        
- In-house talk and activity based on an aspect of 
craft. Details to  be finalised. Bring & Buy - Money 
raising for The Children’s  Society. 
 

 Wednesday 17th July  -  A visit to the Walled  
Gardens, Baumber. Travel: car share. Date is    
provisional; details to be confirmed. 
                                          

Tuesday 17th September - Lunch at The Royal 
Oak, Legbourne (The Splash) at 12 noon. 
 

Tuesday 17th December 2.15 p.m Church House                    
Christmas Talk by Rev. Dr. Arabella Robinson:   
Angels In the Bible, with particular reference to 
the Christmas Story. Bring &  Buy; Secret Santa 
and a feast of seasonal food. 
 

Tuesday  21st January 2020 - Lunch & AGM (2.15 
Church House). Details nearer the date. 
For further information please contact:  
 

Jeannie Gurnham—01507 609622 

Jane Fletcher—01507 604132 

****BIBLE STUDY GROUP**** 

Advanced Notice 

A  regular opportunity to meet and reflect on Bible passages that we are reading in 
our      Sunday services over a simple lunch. 

Taking place in St James, on the 1st Thursday of each month from 12 noon. 

 

STARTING AFTER EASTER 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

MARCH 2019 

 

BAPTISMS 

3rd March Stephanie Jayne Mary Watson (Adult) 
10th March Manie Oakes 

10th March Jacob Noah Templeton 

17th March Ollie Martin Hudson 

31st March Luna Dotty May Russell-Latimer 
 

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 

30th March Zackery James Ardern with 

  Laura Mary Walton 

 

FUNERALS 

5th March Elsie Sage 

7th March Peter Laurie 

15th March Robert David Sandwith 

20th March Mila Quinn Dent (Baby) 
20th March Maureen Horton 

22nd March Jean Clark 

26th March Christine Mary Wright 

28th March Shirley Wood 

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 

 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS.    
 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 

Early Summer Performance 

     with 

   Josh and Jo  

A Musical Duo,  

on cello and piano 

Saturday May 11th, 7.30p 

 Louth Methodist Church 

    Tickets £8 from  

       Pat Neal, 01507 610143 

           Or any choir member 
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 Snippets from Stewton  

 

Our quinquennial last September identified one or two issues with the exterior south wall. Former 
“experts” who had worked on the building about 40 years ago, and who had been on the approved 
list of church contractors, had repaired some of the stonework with concrete. This is clearly not ap-
propriate and it is now time to resolve this. Other more appropriate contractors have now been 
located to carefully remove the concrete and replace it with material more sympathetic to our 
1000-year-old building. As we all know this type of work is expensive but it is important to keep on 
top of any maintenance needed. Alongside this, the recent spring gales blew off some slates which 
required urgent repair and was fortunately covered by insurance. 

The popular Book Club which has now been meeting regularly for over two years has responded to 
a request to have it on the second Monday of the month rather than the first, but keeping the 
same time of 5.30pm. Please note the change of date. If you have not been yet you would be made 
very welcome. 

HOLY TRINITY BEES 

There is a new and exciting community project at 
the Trinity Centre --- Bee Keeping. It is proposed to 
site the first hive in the unused part of the church-
yard. We have guidance from an apiarist, Will Hamil-
ton, who will train those of us who wish it. 
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News from   
St Michael's 

 

Join us for our Easter  

Coffee Morning  
with raffle and small gift stall and of 

course  

CAKE  

on Saturday 13th April  

from 10.30 to 12o'clock. 

Louth Choral Society members will be taking 
part in a performance of John Stainer's  The    

Crucixion, at St Thomas's Church, Market Rasen 
on Good Friday, 19 April at 7.30pm.  
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WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE HERALD.  

IT HAS A CIRCULATION OF OVER 300. 

CONTACT EITHER JULIE AT THE  DEANERY        
OFFICE OR THE HERALD EDITOR STUART SIZ-

ER FOR PRICES. 
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NEWS FROM  

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

 

SOUTH ELKINGTON WI  

welcomed Stuart Sizer to their March meeting and learnt 
about the Navigation Canal and how there were two dry 
docks and a ship building industry there at the end of the 
19th century.  He went on to tell members many fasci-
nating details of the way things were in those days. Mem-
bers held a minutes silence in memory of Shirley Wood. 
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The last date for submission of articles for the  MAY 2019 Herald is FRIDAY 19th APRIL 2019 (Good Friday) 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

A Concert for Spring  

 ‘Musica Romantica’. 

St James's Church, Louth at 7.30pm  

The music in our programme will feature a wide range of 
19 

th
 and early 20 

th
 century music of some great Italian 

composers, including some that will be particularly ap-
propriate for  Holy Week -  

Rossini's Stabat Mater  

Verdi's Ave Maria  Padre Nostro  

Mascagni'sEaster Hymn  

(from Cavalleria   Rusticana) .  
Other works in the programme will   include:  

Puccini's: Humming Chorus   

(from Madame Butterfly)  
 Nessun Dorma. 

We will have four accomplished and up-and-coming solo-
ists: 

 Samantha Crawford (Soprano);Hannah  
Bennett (Contralto);  

Ronan Busfield (Tenor)  
James Oldfield (Bass-Baritone).  

Tickets are now available: Reserved £13,  
Accompanied under 18s  £7;  

Unreserved £8, Under 18s free.  
from Eve & Ranshaw, Cornmarket, Louth orChoir Mem-

bers and on-line at:                          
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/louthchoral  

 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

This letter comes with my prayers for us all as we enter 
the holy season of Lent. I hope that it will be a time of 
reflection, of renewal and of profound preparation for 
the joyful festival of Easter. 

Bishop Christopher has asked me to help with diocesan 
preparations for the enactment of the resolution by 
which the United Kingdom will leave the European Union, 
and this is the reason for me writing to you today. 

The United Kingdom is set to leave the European Union 
at 11pm on Friday March 29th. As yet, significant votes 
still have to take place in Parliament, but whatever the 
outcome of these votes I would like to share with you the 
request from our archbishop and bishop, that as God’s 
people in Greater Lincolnshire we should commit our-
selves to prayer at this time, and to being good neigh-
bours to everyone. 

It is likely that the national church will produce some eas-
ily adaptable resources that might assist us in what I 
know is already a considerable pastoral challenge. As 
soon as these resources become available, I will send you 
the necessary links and details.  

In essence, the hope is that church buildings might be 
open for prayer and that the communities that they serve 
might be invited to gather to pray together and, where 
possible, to offer hospitality such as a cup of tea and a 
chance to talk. It is felt that many different feelings are 
likely to be unlocked towards the end of March, and that 
one of the things that we can do as Christians is to recog-
nise our neighbours’ different needs – and our own – and 
take very simple steps to meet them. We are planning an 
opportunity to pray together as a diocese at St Botolph’s 
Church in Boston at 6.00pm on Saturday 30th March. 

This letter is not seeking to overburden those who I know 
are already busy and committed in so many different 
ways. Rather, it is to try to say ‘here we are, as God’s 
people, all of us, together, trying to be true to him and to 
those whom he loves and has made in his image’. My 
sense is that whatever our personal views of the politics 
relating to Brexit, we can find common ground in the pas-
toral issues that are emerging. It is likely that this prayer 
will be being used nationally and I offer it to you now, as 

a first step in making other resources and information 
available to you: 

God of hope,  

in these times of change and uncertainty, 

unite our nation and guide our leaders 

with your wisdom. 

Give us courage to overcome our fears, 

and help us to build a future 

in which all may prosper and share: 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

With best wishes, 

The Right Reverend Dr Nicholas Chamberlain 

Bishop of Grantham 


