The Louth
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The magazine of the Team Parish of Louth @ December 17/January 18

Advent and

Christmas Services -
2017 EI’}:HE PARISH OF LOUTH

Sunday 3" December: ADVENT SUNDAY

6pm Advent Carol Service at St James

Saturday 9" December

1.45am Messy Church at Trinity Centre
Sunday 10" December: 2" Sunday of Advent
6pm Carol Service at Welton le Wold

Sunday 17" December: 3" Sunday of Advent
3pm Carol Service at Stewton

<

A5

4pm Christingle Service at St James’ b4
6pm Carol Service South Elkington = m
THURSDAY 21 DECEMBER : :
CHURCHES TOGETHER
7-3opm carOIS for A": In LOUTH and DISTRICT
Lessons and Carols for Christmas at St James’

SUNDAY 24" DECEMBER: CHRISTMAS EVE

8.30am Holy Communion at St James’

10am Eucharist with hymns at St Michael’s

3.30pm Crib Service at St Michael’s

4pm Carols at the Crib at St James’

5pm Christmas Mass at St Michael’s

11.30pm Midnight Eucharist at St James’

SUNDAY 25" DECEMBER: CHRISTMAS DAY

9.30am Holy Communion at Stewton

10am Christmas Day Communion Service at St James’
11.00am Holy Communion at South Elkington and Welton le Wold

‘Love came down at Christmas’




The Ministry Team serving the Parish of Louth

Team Chapter

The Rev'd Nick Brown

Parish Priest: Team Rector of Louth

The Rectory, 49 Westgate, Louth, LN11 9YE.
Tel.: 603213

E-mail: nick.brown@teamparishoflouth.org.uk
The Rev’d Janet Turville

Team Vicar of Louth

The Vicarage, Little Lane, Louth,

Tel.: 239534

E-mail: janet.turville@teamparishoflouth.org.uk

Parish Ministry Team

The Rev’d Canon Alan Hayday Hon. Assistant
Tel.: 600877 Priest (PTO)

The Rev'd Robert Mansfield Hon. Assistant
Tel.: 327533 Priest (PTO)

The Rev’d lan Partridge Hon. Asst Priest (PTO)
Tel.: 600398

Sylvia Pounds Lay Reader
Mob: 07771 549947

Paul Hill Lay Reader (PTO)
Tel.: 605222

Ronnie Partridge Lay Reader (PTO)
Tel.: 600398

Community Outreach Team based at Trinity Centre, Eastgate, Louth, LN11 8DJ

Greg Gilbert
Tel.: 605803 or 610752
E-mail: greg.gilbert@teamparishoflouth.org.uk

Community Outreach Manager

Jane Pegg Projects Administrator
E-mail: jayne.pegg@teamparishoflouth.org.uk
lan Miles Centre Administrator

E-mail: ian.miles@teamparishoflouth.org.uk
Ministers in training
The Rev’'d Matthew Harbage Assistant Curate

Tel.: 07746 444179
E-mail: matthew.harbage@teamparishoflouth.org.uk

Responsibie for oversight of the work of the Church in the
Parish of Louth, including its life of prayer and worship. As Civic
Chaplain, responsible for engagement with Louth Town
Council, ELDC and other civic bodies. Nick is also Rural Dean of
Louthesk.

Janet was licenced as Team Vicar in the Parish of Louth on
Thursday 3™ August in 5t James’. Her main work is acting os @
pastoral link to the work toking place at Trinity Centre, 5t
James’ and other locations in the parish, and overseeing our
work with Families and Young People (including our Ministry to
schools).

Alan assists within the Parish of Louth as well as more widely
in the Deanery of Louthesk.

Responsible for ministry to the congregations of St Andrew’s,
Stewton and St. Michael’s in Louth. Robert also works as an
Approved Mental Health Professional working for the NHS.
lan ossists in many aspects of the Church’s ministry in Louth,
including contributing to our work with KEVIGS.

Responsible for ministry to the congregation of 5t Martin’s,
Welton le Wold and co-ordinating the provision of communion
to the sick across the Parish.

Responsible for co-ordinating the provision of activities to
encourage Discipleship across the Parish of Louth.

Responsible for ‘Tinies Breakfast’ at Trinity Centre.

Tel.: 605803

Responsible for developing the programme of social outreach,
dialogue with local authority and third sector partners, and
exploring ways in which the Church can reach out to the
communities it serves.

Responsible for Projects based at Trinity Centre, and assisting
in community engagement across the Parish.

Responsible for the efficient management of Trinity Centre,
and assisting in the work taking place there and in the Parish

Matthew is responsible, with the Rector, for ministry to the
congregation of All Saints, South Elkington. He also co-
ordinates the Team running Café Church and assists with the
running of Messy Church.

Officers and Representatives in the Parish of Louth

PCC Secretary Jennifer Goodwin 605254
PCC Treasurer Mike Crosby  ------
Safeguarding Officers Mandy Gilbert ~ ------
CateGreen = ------
Frances Green ~  c-----
Herald Editor Stuart Sizer 604624
Churches Together Reps Eileen Byrne 605371
Jill Day 603998
Jennifer Smith ~ ------
WW Day of Prayer Rep  Jennifer Goodwin 605254
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Sunday
17t December
2017

%E PARISH OF LOUTH

Christingle Service at 4pm

Sunday
3d December
2017

r{}:iE PARISH OF LOUTH

Advent Carol Service
at 6pm

A Service of Music and
Readings to prepare for the
Christmas Season.

As we prepare to remember the birth of Christ at the great
festival of Christmas we gather together to celebrate the
light that shines in darkness. Come and reflect on the
deeper meaning of the season ahead.

www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk

The Parish Church of St. James, Westgate, Louth '

The Parish Church of St. James, Westgate, Louth

www.te t .org.uk

CHURCHIS TOGETHER i
In LOUTH & DISTRICT 'y
cﬂiﬁ PARISH OF LOUTH

Thursday 21 December 2017

CAROLS FOR ALL:

A Carol Service for all the town

{Come along for:

* Popular carols for all to sing

e Traditional Christmas readings

» Blessing of the crib figures for the town crib
» Music sung by the choir of St James” Church

7 30pm in
The Parish Church of St James, Louth

‘Love came down at Christmas’
www.christmasinlouth.org.uk
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Visit St James'’s Church
and the Friend’s shop

More NEW () IS in stock for the new season

Wonderful selection of new CardS for all occasions
Falirtrade res, cofiee, biscuis andlts more

s Heavenly Coffee - Divine Chocolate!

Take 3 guided tour of tha Church and climb the Spire
Come out into the sunshine
A warm welcome awaits you at St James's

Open Monday to Saturday 10.30am to 4pm
A
4




Louth Chamber Choir &

NeWS from WY Lincolnshire Chamber Players

St Michael's F§ it A FEAST OF MUSIC FOR ADVENT
— & CHRISTMAS
PURCELL:
JOIN US FOR OUR CHRISTM AS Rejoice in the Lord, O sing unto the Lord
COFFEE M ORNING

AT S S WESLEY: The Wilderness

ST MICHAELS CHURCH CORELLI: Christmas Concerto
ON MANFREDINI: Christmas Concerto

SATURDAY 2ND DECEM BER 2018

10.30AM TO 12.00 MICHAEL HEAD: The Little Road to Bethlehem

Carols & motets by TALLIS,

FEATURING A LARGE TOM BOLA LENNOX BERKELEY, JAMES MACMILLAN, etc.
TICKETS 5 FOR A £1

Soloists from within the choir, plus guests

TRADITIONAL CAKE STALL Emma Wardell (alto) & Allan Smith (baritone)

Conductor: Frederic Goodwin

A GOOD RAFFLE
ST JAMES’S CHURCH, LOUTH

DONATIONSIN AID OF SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER, 7.30 pm
Admission by programme, price £10.00,
THE SOUND SYSTEM .

from members of the choir or at the door.

% Accompanied children free.

uUncoinshieg

Lincoinshire Co-operative -

‘:’w-“'l' Funeral Services :

“a professional service
from people who care”

134 Eastgate Louth, LN11 9AA Telephone: 01507 603519

”"g'\‘) Lincolnshire Co-operative Members of the National Association of Funeral
== / FUNERAL BOND Directors and Funeral Arbitration Scheme.

e
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PARISH REGISTERS

NOVEM BER 2017
BAPTISMS
5th Nov Finley Devon Hickling
12th Nov  Isla Mae Hufton
26th Nov  Lexas Elise Walmsley
26th Nov  Layla Jean Walmsley
26th Nov  Lacie-Jo Drewery
WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS
FUNERALS
1st Nov Michael Georg Waumsley
5th Nov Margaret Summer (Ashes)
7th Nov Pauline Julia Thomas
13t Nov Joan Cash
14th Nov  Alfred Brumpton
21st Nov  Victor “Vic” Martin Dunham
22nd Nov  Maurice Arthur Smith
24th Nov  Carol Wraith
25th Nov  Donald Edward Lonsdale (Ashes)
28th Nov  Brenda Addison

St. James’s Guild

Venue - Church House

Next meeting on Tuesday 12th December has a
Christmas theme. Please bring a small present,
costing no more than £2.00 for Santa’s Lucky
Dip.
Looking forward to seeing everyone.
Church House at 2.15 p.m.
Jeannie Gurnham

Words from
WELTON LE WOLD

Louth Choral Society

invites you to

SOUTH ELKINGTON WOM ENSINSTITUTE

More than 140 remembrance poppies, knitted by
members were placed around the village memorial
and a wreath, also made with the poppies, hangs in
All Saints Church.

At our November meeting, using alder sticks and
twine, nimble fingers worked, with much laughter
(and some sighs of frustration!) to produce hang-
ing Christmas stars, decorated with foliage. Thanks
to Richard, our patient instructor!

Our Harvest Supper raffle, and a coffee morning,
raised £104.50 which was presented to Jayne Pegg
at the Trinity Centre, as our contribution to the
Community Larder. Visitors to our meetings are
always welcome, so if interested, please telephone
Louth 622778.

-l 0p

Ik2D-—
IS3-=
k4D~

N OEL

A Christmas Concert
of Festive Fun for All the Family

St James’s Church, Louth
Saturday 16th December

7.30 pm

Tickets: Adult - £8 (Including 1 chid free), Under 18 - £4
From: Eve & Ranshaw, Market Place, Louth

Or on-line: www licketsource.co.ukiouthchoral ’%
£ 5%

oy Cwrny 1ENAN
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Parish Church of
Louth St. James

‘88 A place of prayer and worship - A place to be touched by God — A community of faith

Church Officers:
Churchwardens John Troughton
Jeannie Gurnham
Asst Churchwardens Jane Fletcher
Frances Green
Richard Gurnham
Robert Haynes
DCC Secretary Pat Neal
ER Officer Mary Haynes
DCC Treasurer Julie Speakman
Stewardship Recorder David Neal
Prayer and Worship:
Vergers Chris Marshall
Andy Garner
Hon. Asst. Vergers  Kate Clarke

Alan Durrant

Master of the Choristers

Alian Smith
Organist Phil Hotham
Associate Organist  Barry Whitfield
Organist Emeritus Fred Goodwin
Church Flowers Jennifer Goodwin
Bellringers Mick/Jill Day

Ministry to Visitors:

Coffee Shop Sue Hamilton and
Sue French

Gift Shop Mary Haynes

Church Guides Stuart Sizer

Church Organisations and Groups that are
part our wider church community:

Parent & Toddler Gp Lucy Brown

St. James’s Guild

Church bookings

Church Hse Bookings Julie Speakman (Office)

Jane Fletcher
Jeannie Gurnham
Kate Clarke

Friends of St. James’s Church, Secretary

June Barber

607931

603118
610143
6031138
610247

605254
603998

07985 247722
606338
603118
604624

603213

604597
610247

604595

Services and Regular Activities

Sunday
8 30am Holy Communion: 4" Sunday only
10am MORNING SERVICE
(normally Sung Eucharist)
6pm EVENING SERVICE
(normally Choral Evensong)
Tuesday
1lam Holy Communion
7 45pm Compline: every 3rd Tues of the
month
Thursday
10am Parent and Toddlers in Church Hse
10 30am ‘Craft on Thursday’ in Coffee Shop
Saturday
1030am  CAFE CHURCH: every 4" Saturday of
the month
12 30pm Midday Prayer

Morning Prayer is normally prayed at 8 30am on

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and F(iiays. |

Special Services coming up...
5% November All Souls Service at 6pm

12" Nov.

Remembrance Service at 11 15am
Meditative Eucharist at 6pm

3" December Advent Carol Service at 6pm

17" Dec.
21% Dec.

Christingle Service at 4pm
CAROLS FOR ALL at 7 30pm

Parish Church of St. Michael, Louth

Church Officers:

Churchwardens Brian Luckwell
Sylvia Luckwell

DCC Secretary VACANT

DCC Treasurer Sylvia Luckwell

ER Officer Bob Frankum

Organist Janet McKee

Flowers Sylvia Luckwell

607619
607619

607619
354262
327256
607619
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Services and Regular Activities

Sunday
9 30am

Saturday
10 30am

SUNG MASS

Coffee Morning, on the 1% Saturday
of every month




Parish Church of St. Andrew, Stewton

Church Officers: % _ = are

Churchwardens Dorothy Manstield 327533 Services and Regular Activities
jane Rushby 327606 Sunday

KNG Sacracwy Hesen Bushoy STy 11am HOLY COMMUNION: 1%, 3¢ and 5%
DCC Treasurer Jane Rushby 327606 Mond Sund
ER Officer Dorothy Mansfield 327533 noncay ki
Organist Fred Goodwin 0L 5 45pm Book Club: 1 Monday of the month

Special Services: Tuesday

PECH. SPEuCas: 10am Community Coffee: 4" Tuesday

1 October  Harvest Service and Auction at 3pm

Parish Church of All Saints, South Elkington

Church Officers: - = = . 1
Churchwardens Charles Dobson 604632 ’ Regular Services
John Myers 607331 | Sunday
DeCSacmtery Amy Jone 606348 11am HOLY COMMUNION: 2* Sunday
DCC Treasurer Caroline Blenkhorn : S
ER Officer Amy Jobe 606348 ‘ 11lam i MATINS (BCP): 4™ Sunday
Verger Jill Day 603938
Organist CraigPillans  -=----
Church Flowers Peeby Myers 607331
Church Inst. Bookings Charles Dobson 604632

Parish Church of St. Martin, Welton le Wold

Church Officers: | R I S .

Churchwardens Jim Cave 610275 eguiar Services ‘
AlastairKerr ~  ------ Sunday \

DCC Secretary VACANT 11lam MORNING PRAYER: 2"% Sunday

DCC Treasurer Peter TP.‘{'O{ b09230 ilam HOLY COMMUNION: 4'..'( SUnday ‘

ER Officer Peter Taylor 609280 o—— - = —

Organists David Wormell/David Dickinson Special Services:

Church Flowers Pat Cave 610275 10" December Carol Service at 6pm

Bellringers Phil Reeks 606202

Trinity Centre, incorporating The Chapel of The Holy Trinity, Louth

Church Officers: P = e
e Rob Carr (DCC) Services and Regular Activities

Greg Gilbert (Trinity Centre) Sunday
Centre Staff: 1lam HOLY COMMUNION: 3 Sunday
Centre Administrator (fncl:?:nf all bookings) p— Tuesda
Project Administrator nz;nelpigg 605803 Lam HOLY COMMUNION: 1°Tuesday
12noon ‘Tasty Tuesday’: 1*' Tuesday only
‘ Wednesday
10am ‘Wednesday Drop-in’
2pm ‘Memories Matter’
Friday
| 12noon Fish on Friday
Saturday
10 45am MESSY CHURCH: 2" Saturday
Details of other activities are on the website.
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Snippets from Stewton

As many of you will be aware Rev Robert Mansfield and his daughter completed the last
section of the Pilgrim Trail to Santiago de Compostela, and as frequently proves to be the
case, collecting the sponsor money can be as hard as the walk itself. So far the amount
raised is £3200 so thank you to everybody that has been involved in any way. However
there is still an opportunity to donate if you are able on 01507 327533 (perhaps instead of
sending Christmas cards). Just a reminder that every penny raised will go to fund the pro-
ject with nothing taken out for expenses.

We have heard from our contacts in Kenya that they have builders on standby to start the
work but we are currently waiting a more realistic estimate for the cost of the project and
our aimis to return in 2018 to open it.

There will be no Community Coffee in December or January and this will re-start on Febru-
ary 27 when we look forward to seeing you all again.

Just a reminder that the Carol Service is at 3pm on 17 December, and Christmas Commun-
ion at 9.30am Christmas Day. There will be NO service on the 5t Sunday in December as
there will be a combined service in Louth on that day.

/Mﬂﬁ t%é’ /'ﬂﬂde and. éﬁﬁe ﬁf

ey h/ffg

be with Gt now and in the ﬂ/ﬂﬁf ﬂéé«W/
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Room Hire

N EWS from Trinity

at

REGULAR SERVICES and activities in and around Trinity Centre
Sundays 11am HOLY COMMUNION followed by Parish Lunch (on the 3™ Sunday of the month|
Ipm Bagtms {by prior araegement)
- - Twesdays 2 Sam Moening Prayer
Tr' n It C e ntre Ilam Mely Communion jon the L™ Tussdiy of the momh)
12 15pm Tasty Toesdays' (on the 17 Tuasday of the masth| ~ please pre-2ook
Wednesdays 100 Weekly ‘Wednesday Drop-in” with many apdocies svalable
P . " Fridays 12noon Fish on Fridays' — a weebly chiance to meet and chat. Mo neod 1o bock
Falth, WOI'ShIp. Communlty Saturdays  10450m MESSY CHURCH (an thes 2 Satserdd iy of the monh)
0 adfdition 1o fhese negedar octiwdies run aivectiy by the Church, there are o range of other activities thar toke place in
pavTavrshio with arfes - please call in to Trinkty Cantre to see what poes on/

We have a range of
competitively priced
rooms for hire at the
Trinity Centre for
Community Groups,
Businesses and Private
functions.

Call 01507 605803 or email
trinity@teamparishoflouth.org.uk
to check availability and prices.

More information from
www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk

Trinity Centre, Eastgate, Louth LN11 8D]

Julia M. Holliday
Visiting Chiropody/Podiatry
Service
by Health & Social Care Professions

Registered Practitioner.
H.C.P.C Reg No 5859

Practitioner has 35+ years experience as a
Chiropodist/Podiatrist in:-

* NHS,

* Industrial

* Private Practice

* Care Homes

and with all types of client base including:-

* Leamning disabilities & challenging
behaviour

* Diabetes

* High Risk Patients

Receipts recognised by most major Health
Insurers.

Prices & availability on application.
Tel; - 01507 527551

Mondays

. Franciscans

«  Modern Pistes

+  Children’s Theatre

o 2nd Louth Guides

Wednesdays

. Advice Drop-n

*  Dementa Csfe

o Arthrits Group

. Fatchwark & Quilting Group
*  Mindfuiness

. Modgern Pllates

What’s On?

Fridays

. Fisk On Friday
. Extend Exercise
. Addaction

. U3A Art Group

Tuesdays

. Marning Prayes

o Communion [1st Tuesday)

o Tasty Tuesday Lunch Clud

e Camaraderie Club Lunch

e Yoga

e Chigren’s Centre Todoser Group
*«  Addacton

. Be AFriend Craft / Singing

. Talk Eat Drink [TED) Group

. Relaxation Yoga

Trinity Centre

Faith, Worship, Community

Thursdays

. Mccern Filates

. U3A Photography

«  Parkinson's Society

o A&M Freedom Dance
«  Slimming World

e TthLowth Guides & Rangers

Sundays .

. Haly Communion [3rd Sunday)

. Sunday Lunch

Saturdays

Messy Church
Tevah Fellowship

Louth Area Autism Family Suppart

. Louth People’s Orchestra

. Louth Strategy Games Club

Trinky Centre, £astagte, Louth LNI1 8DJ
01507 605803

trinky@tearvpanshoflouth arg.uk

Louth Churches Together Community Food Bank
Churches are receiving Increasing numbers of appeals for help.

We need your support to stop people going hungry. The food

bank can supply a food and hyglene parcel containing enough

food for up to 5 days. During that time we support people and
help them find longer term solutions.

The Community Food Bank NEEDS Your Help!

01507 605803 www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk
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Kettle

Funeral Directors

110 Kidgate, Louth

DOMESTIC g ’T
COMMERCIAL 2 HOUR : 0
AGRICULTURAL Gl
RATS & MICE CONTROL

TRADITIONAL MOLE CATCHING (no carcs No FeE)
EFFECTIVE TREATMENT FOR FLEAS, ANTS & ALL INSECTS

FOX, RABBIT, SQUIRREL, BIRD AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

01507 328585

www.PESTCOTEK.co.uk

LN11 9BX
Funeral Directors Since 1931
Contact Senior Funeral Director
David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E.

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available
TOWN & VILLAGE
CLEANING SERVICES

Local, reliable and professional service.

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and
Spring-cleaning.

Domestic and commercial work undertaken.

Please call to discuss your needs

Tel: 01507 602321 or 07792055393

The Louth Ladies choir

WASSAIL

| . | A g &
An evening of festive music, entertainment and fun. SAPORT FETWOR

Saturday 9th December, 7.30pm Memories Matter!

Trinity Centre, Louth
Tickets £8, from 01507 610143 or from any choir member. 9 Support 6t gour local Desentia Cafe
To include mulled wine and a mince pies. z&
Every Wednesday 2pm - 4pm Trinity Centre

A sociable get together for people with dementia and their carers or
people who used to cere for others with dementia.

We can promise you a friendly atmosphere, the chance to chat, activities

and refreshments,

TAB - opportunities for those in the twenties, | | e _

snformsation or call imeo the Trinity Centre, Eastgme, Loutl, LN1Y EDJ and pick ap n copy of the weekly

thirties and beyond to meet socially and for | [
discussion.

ontact Matthew Harbage (matthew.harbage @teamparishofiouth.org.uk). A and E Decoraﬁng

Over 35 years experience of interior and exterior
painting and decorating in Louth and District

Prager and Fint

..the timeless evening service of Compline — a quiet end to the day:

Free Quotations

The Ancient Office of Compline,
sung in St James at 7 45pm Telephone 07803 360343
Part Two... ‘
... thance to have a friendly discussion on the evening's chosen subject: .
. g Web address:- www.aandedecorating.co.uk
Discussion in The Wheatsheaf, from about 8pm Email:- aandedecoratingfaivahoo.co.uk

Fraper aod Fict takees place on the 3" Tuesday evening of every month
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NEWS FROM

experts in business [ ISHSIREIWEN
& personal law

Our legal experfs, offering a

unique balance of business. ' The Annual Christmas Pudding Walk
find b n?nallegulad\rlce, | . will take place on

have unrivalled experfise -\ S S

to handle your every need. ' I\ FRIDAY 29™ DECEMBER 2017

There for you for business, for life starting at

St JAMES CHURCH, LOUTH at 10.30m.

Destination: - THE CHURCH INSTITUTE,
wilkin chapman lip

CHURCH LANE, STH. ELKINGTON.

Terrain: -field footpaths, stiles and some muddy
areas. (Two and a half miles approximately)

Louth 01507 606161 wilkinchapman.co.uk

A soup lunch will be served from 12,30pm

Non-Walkers welcome,

Offers of Desserts would be much appreciated e.g.

Walnut Care are a home care agency: providing " fruit pieS cake, cheese and biscuits etc.

quality care to people in their own home. OQur

services include: support with personal care, NB. Please book your pIace FOR LUNCH with
domestic, accompanying and providing

companionship. Eileen Byrne

Walnut Care at Home, aim to retain their

clients independence as much as possible. Wa nut

Our teams cover Louth and surrounding areas, Ca"e

Tel no: 01507 605731 before December 27™
Any Other enquiries to Jill Day 01507 603998.

Proceeds from any Donations to be given to a Local

Ao vos Walnut Charity.
n-n-i\-iug .run’- from CaLy “;" help
- _ create a home care
e ;t:::‘;nlll;)"" Bed package to suit your
REOLAN WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE
HERALD. ITHAS A CIRCULATION OF

Contact Details: OV ER 300.
e N e g CONTACT EITHER JULIE AT THE
Lawerick g B SN DEANERY OFFICE OR THE HERALD
PE22 TAP & R Tn EDITOR FOR PRICES.

Telephone: 01205 280101
Email: david@walnutcare.co.uk

Visit our website: www.walntcare.co.uk
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Louth Choral Society will perform their Christmas concert, ‘Sing Noel’, on
Saturday 16th December, 2017 7.30pm at St James’s Church, Louth,
Conducted by Allan Smith.

A Christmas concert of festive favourites for all the family to begin the Christmas celebrations
To obtain tickets visit Eve & Ranshaw, Market Place, Louth, phone 01507 463410
or online www.ticketsource.co.uk/louthchoral..

Adult tickets £8 (to include one child free), Under 18s (and subsequent children) £4.

Buy 5 tickets and get the 6th FREE.

Louth Choral Society is one of the region’s largest amateur choirs, performing music to a high stand-
ard and with a strong reputation both locally and further afield.

Being a choir member requires commitment and hard work but the rewards are enormous and it
might just change your life! It’s a well-known fact that singing, especially with other people, has huge
benefits for people’s physical and emotional wellbeing. Not only is it excellent for toning flabby stom-

ach muscles, it is also known to reduce stress, improve brain and lung function and help to prolong
life! People who sing in choirs will also testify to the social benefits including making new friends,
working as a team, having fun and celebrating success. To quote Ella Fitzgerald, “The only thing better
than singing is more singing”. No wonder choirs are so “on trend”!

Stuart and Julie would like to wish all Herald readers a
very Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year.

For those of you who don’t know, Julie is the young lady well young to me,
who puts my efforts into the magazine you receive.

She works very hard in the Deanery office and has to put up with me arriving
late with the Herald and expecting her to get it done by yesterday.
Thanks Julie.

Can |, as Editor, thank all the good people who deliver the Herald to all you
no matter what the weather.




Dear Friends

Earlier in the autumn, | was enjoying my favorite day-
off activity, which is to browse in charity and second-
hand shops. | came across a slim volume of poetry by a
man called Shane Jagger. | would like to share one of
his poems with you:

At Christmas
we give each other
small gifts
So why at this time?
It
reminds us
a child was born
who would grow up
amongst ordinary people
and by his coming into this world
would bring an extraordinary great gift
of news
The
Real
could be
approached
without intermediary
by
all men
simply by the means of love
This is why we gift each other at Christmas
if we remember

| was — and am — struck by the authenticity of this
man’s response to the birth of Jesus. It might be quite
possible to debate whether he has got the theology of
the incarnation perfectly ‘spot on’. But what | am hear-
ing is a response from the heart that is genuine, and

that, to me, gives voice to an instinctive ‘experience’
of Christmas. | do not know his faith background. | do
know that he was born in 1960, worked in the fish
markets in Hull, and from the late 1970s until his death
earlier this year, lived in the Scottish borders.

Reading Shane’s poem, got me to thinking: how would
| describe the meaning of Christmas in just a few
words? And | wondered whether | should set myself
the task of trying to write a description, or to draw a
picture, or to take a photo (I’'m afraid, writing music is
beyond me!) as | make my own preparations to cele-
brate the birth of Jesus this year? And if | set myself
this task, would you perhaps like to join me? Wouldn’t
it be wonderful if, across the Diocese of Lincoln, in our
own ways, in our own voices, we were able to express
something to ourselves — and to others — of what
Christmas really means to us?

For the Feast is a feast for all people; the celebration
of the giving of God’s very self to the world in love; a
giving that invites a response from us all.

May you know God’s blessing and love this Christmas,
in whatever circumstances you celebrate it!

Bishop Nicholas

P.S. And if you want to send me your words or your
picture, or whatever else your response to the birth of
Jesus might be, please do!

We are most grateful to Beshara Publications
(www.besharapublications.org.uk) for their kind per-
mission to reprint the work of Shane Jagger here.

Christmas

The last date for submission of articles for the February 2018 Herald is

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net
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