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Sunday Services 

 9 30am SUNG MASS, CW1              3pm Baptisms (By prior arrangement) 

      News from  St Michael's 

TUDOR SWORD FIGHT 

Thanks to our Verger, Chris, for pointing out this 

sword fight on one of our nave columns. 

Chris has discovered many more marking than I 

thought possible. 

There are an incredible number of marks and ini-

tials around the nave. I knew of some but the 

number he has discovered is quite incredible.  

I have been guiding in St James for some 14 years 

and the discoveries he has made puts me to 

shame.  

There are Mason’s marks along with Merchant 

marks as well as this sword fight. I wonder who 

they were and why the fight? 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

BAPTISMS 
31st Jan. Harry Alex David Green 

 

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 
5th Dec Nicholas Malcolm Harvey with 

  Sarah Victoria Leadbeater 

12th Dec Christopher Lysaght with Fiona Carnegie 

29th Dec Joshua John Hutton with  

  Eleanor Grace Davies 

 

FUNERALS 
3rd Dec Hilary Harrison 

  Audrey Cooper 

4th Dec  Margaret Griffith 

21st Dec Alexandra Mary Burton 

22nd Dec Debra Espin 

  David Edwin Cullingford 

5th Jan  Alan Morris 

13th Jan Frederick William Pearce 

18th Jan Kathleen Martin 

  David Mumby 

19th Jan Mabel Allinson 

22nd Jan Aileen Barbara Cottingham 

  Ilean Pidgen 

26th Jan Michael Edward Goldby 

29th Jan Sidney Charles Day 

 

     Words from 

     WELTON LE WOLD 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11.00am Holy Communion on the     

4th Sunday   

11.00am Morning Prayer on the       

2nd Sunday           

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 
2nd Sunday  

NEWS FROM SOUTH ELKINGTON 

Another of Chris’ finds. A very interesting 

discovery. I wonder what it depicts. Initially 

I thought of the zodiac, but? 
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     Snippets from Stewton                                                    

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday, 3rd and 5th Sundays 

Now that 2016 is firmly established we can look forward to the monthly Community Coffee  

re-starting this month as a pre-cursor to a year full of activities here at Stewton. 

The Book Club continues to thrive, usually meeting on the first Monday of the month at 6pm 

in church and covering a wide range of interests. Everyone is welcome. (see advert        

elsewhere) 

Now that the building work is completed we are registering the churchyard as a space within 

the Quiet Garden Movement which offers a simple ministry of hospitality and prayer in a   

variety of venues extending around the world where there is an opportunity to set aside time 

in all our “busyness” to rest and be still. We are still exploring how we might further develop 

the idea here at Stewton. 
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Andy Holdaway 

Tessa and I have been overwhelmed by the love 

and support shown by so many in the Team     

Parish of Louth about Andy following the diagno-

sis of a brain tumour in the summer of 2014. We 

have appreciated your prayers, your phone calls 

your messages of love and concern. 

There is some good news to report. 

Perhaps most importantly, Andy and Nadia had a 

son, Roman Frederick, on the 27th November. He 

is lovely (I would say that wouldn’t I!) In fact he is 

my favourite youngest grandson (so far!) He was 

born in Portsmouth hospital and weighed 7lbs 12 

oz. I’ve had an email from his mum today to say 

he is now 11lbs 8oz. He must be going to be a 

Royal Marine! Obviously Andy and Nadia are de-

lighted and love being parents. 

Then, just a couple of weeks before that they 

bought their own house in Southsea. So they 

moved out of Royal Marine accommodation into 

their own place as part of the transition to        

civilian life. 

And what of Andy himself? 

Compared to a year ago we can see massive    

improvement. He can now speak fluently and 

walk a fair distance. He can’t balance on a two 

wheeled bike so the Marines have got him a    

second hand 3 wheeler (one of those where you 

lie prone). So that gives him a lot more independ-

ence.  

There are still issues which may or may not be 

with him permanently. He still has seizures and a 

weakness on his right side. He gets tired very 

easily and finds concentration and short term 

memory as well as writing and typing challeng-

ing. 

Andy is still at the Royal Marine rehabilitation 

centre in Plymouth from Monday to Friday. It 

looks like he will go before a Medical Discharge 

Board sometime this year and will probably leave 

the RM at the end of the year. He has visions of 

being a barber and we want to support him in 

that although he himself acknowledges that he 

could only manage a few hours on a couple of 

days a week. On a personal note I do hope there 

are still some welfare benefits left in this country 

that will support and sustain him as he tries to 

adjust to leaving his lifelong passion – the Royal 

Marines – and retain his human dignity. 

So I think Andy has reached a kind of plateau and 

it might be appropriate to take him off the public 

prayer list. But, please keep him in your personal 

prayers. WE will endeavour to update you on his 

progress from time to time. 

Once again, thank you for your love, prayer and 

support, We are very grateful. 

Stephen & Tessa Holdaway 
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TOWN & VILLAGE  

CLEANING SERVICES 
Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 
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Ch ch ch changes  -   

The return of Pat Whistler. 

You occasional and extensively resented             

correspondent Whistler makes no apology for 

quoting the late David Bowie, as my timely theme 

is impermanence, coupled with loss.  With Alan 

Rrrrickman's passing this January, and the abrupt 

switch from warm December to frost and snow, 

the solitary reader should be grateful it isn't       

Resolutions, Happy New You etc.  Use your Time 

Wisely; to Hades with all that penny calendar    

wisdom! 

  

Mrs. W, the Dog and I moved and downsized in 

December, (work in progress my dears, hem hem) 

and have lightened the loads on our shoul-

ders.  This might be expected to constitute a      

severe morale shock; no, we recommend it.  At 60 

plus, nobody in their right mind wants to be prun-

ing trees, raking large tonnages of gravel and pay-

ing vast Council tax and gas bills.  The rumours 

that Whistler has retired from the day job are 

wholly unfounded, alas.  The day job continues to 

be dawn till dusk endeavour, by George. 

  

So, to my theme.  Nobody lives forever, no         

beloved vehicle lasts, unrusted, to the Last Trump; 

indeed, many families move house and change 

cars every three or four years.  Life in stasis would 

be excruciatingly dull, and much change is for the 

better.  Babies grow so fast.  There is now a Grand-

Whistler, living much too far away, and every    

social media picture her mother sends shows a 

subtly rounder, more alert and focussed tot.  It is 

possible to love at a distance. 

  

This applies equally to Time as it does to 

Miles.  We still harbour a doting fondness for the 

former Miss W, GrandWhistler's Mother (see what 

I did there? Quality!) at her birth in the 80's, in her 

schooldays, at University and her wedding, and in 

the future, whatever fatheaded antics she         

performs.  Plus ca change...similarly we as a spe-

cies, while we live in the present, live also in a 

landscape which takes in the past and the          

unknown future.  We buy pensions and plan holi-

days, thumbing our noses at the inevitability of an 

end, mercifully at an unknown date and place. 

  

Aha, you cry, your voice cracking with suppressed 

excitement, what if we are given but weeks to 

live? That is a big change, a real pull-you-up game 

changer!  Maybe, but all of us have weeks to live, 

when you consider the question maturely.    It is 

merely a matter of how many.   Moving house is 

just a milestone on a road of indeterminate length, 

like birthdays, tax returns, Olympic Games and the 

recurrent horror that is Cliff Richard's annual 

attempt at a Christmas number 1 hit.  We cling like 

demented limpets to these milestones while the 

world around us whirls and swirls. 

  

Spare a thought for the so-called "swarm" of mi-

grant families queuing to get into Europe.  Being 

bombed and hounded out of your house, job and 

country- now there's impermanence.  Little won-

der they cling to their language and culture!  What 

would you do? 
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Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 

Tel. 01507 600710 

ST JAMES’S GUILD 2016 

The Guild was founded in 1971, with Anne 

Adie as its first chairman. It has soldiered on 

since then until now when its numbers have 

seriously decreased and the ages of its mem-

bers increased. However, it has not come to an 

end. At the recent AGM it was decided, with 

the Rector’s valuable advice, to reconstruct the 

Guild, have five meetings a year, on the second 

Tuesday in the  relevant month, as before, not 

necessarily with speakers, and no subscrip-

tions required. Meetings are planned for :- 

                           March 8th 

                            June 14th 

                      September 13th 

                    December 13th 

   The full programme has yet to be arranged. 

           

A Merchant’s Mark in St James. 
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The last date for submission of articles for the March Herald is Friday 19th February 2016. 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

THANKS FROM KATE 

May I say what a privilege it has been working in such a beautiful building not only with my dustpan, 

brush and duster, but for the wonderful services that have taken place during my time as Verger.  

Assisting four Bishops, the Dean and two Archdeacons has been a great honour. 

I would like to say a big thank you to all the  Clergy, both past and present, for all their help and     

advice given to me for which I am most grateful. 

My biggest thank you goes to you all in St James for all your cards and gifts I received on my            

retirement, but most of all your kindness and friendship over the years. 

Thank you and God bless you all. 

Kate 


