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On the 19th of January, volunteers and carers from 

Louth’s Memories Matter Dementia Café enjoyed a 

relaxing retreat with the Homefield Alpacas in 

Great Carlton. 

 The owner of Homefield Alpacas, Chrissy Kirk, in-

troduced the group to the stars of the show – the 

alpacas that live on the site – however unfortu-

nately they couldn’t be taken home as a keepsake. 

Chrissy demonstrated basic felting techniques, 

showing the volunteers and carers how to get crea-

tive with the alpaca wool before letting everyone 

get stuck in and have a go! 

 As well as being kind enough to host the volun-

teers and carers from the Memories Matter group - 

giving them a well-earned break from their duties 

looking after those with Dementia in our society – 

Chrissy and the Homefield Alpacas raised £125.00 

over the festive period and presented the group 

with the generous donation. 

 Since the Memories Matter Dementia Café 

launched over 18 months ago, they have relied on 

individuals and organisations such as Chrissy and 

the Homefield Alpacas who have been very sup-

portive of the group. It is solely down to donations 

like these that the group can continue to raise 

awareness and provide comfort and a network for 

those affected by Dementia in our local area. 

 If you would like further information on the Mem-

ories Matter Dementia Café please contact Jayne 

Pegg on 01507 605803 or if you would like to visit 

the Homefield Alpacas contact Chrissy on 01507 

450804. 

 Jayne Pegg 

 



 

   
Page 2 



 

   
Page 3 



 

   

Page 4 

Sunday Services 

 9 30am SUNG MASS, CW1              3pm Baptisms (By prior arrangement) 

      News from  St Michael's 

The weather on December 29th was ideal 

for the Christmas Ramble. 23 walkers met 

at St. James Church, Louth to follow the 2-

mile route to South Elkington across field 

tracks and lanes with views across the 

countryside towards the mid-marsh and 

coast. A delicious soup lunch had been 

prepared in the Church Institute where 13 

more people joined the walkers. 

 

A SNOWDROP WALK on Saturday 

18th February has been arranged to take 

place at 10.45 am. Meet at South Elkington 

Church Institute and follow a 2 mile walk 

into the Vale. Sturdy footwear will be es-

sential and a soup lunch will be prepared 

in the Institute following the walk.   

Contact Jill Day 01507603998 for further 

detail or to say if you are likely to come. 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

BAPTISMS 
4th Dec Sophie Eden (adult) 

  Nevaeh Pamela Connie Eden 

11th Dec Teddie Michael Coleman  

8th Jan Isaoelle Teasdale 

15th Jan Sean Michael Fieldsend (adult) 

22nd Jan Rio Timothy Raymond Grice 

  Zephyr Jon Bates 

29th Jan Harriet Olive Pocklington  

  

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 

 
20th Dec Gary Davis and Alison Davis            

  (renewal of vowes) 

   

FUNERALS 

 
19th Dec Margaret Ann Price 

22nd Dec Hilda Dring 

3rd Jan Kathleen MaCullock 

  Allan James Blundell 

4th Jan Jacob Christopher Gary London 

19th Jan Helen Jane Clarey 

23rd Jan Brian Sydney Castle 

27th Jan Edward Harry Kirk 

 

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 
2nd Sunday  
  Matins on the 4th 

NEWS FROM SOUTH ELKINGTON 

     Words from 

     WELTON LE WOLD 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11.00am Holy Communion on the     

4th Sunday   

11.00am Morning Prayer on the       

2nd Sunday           
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THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 

 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  FOR FUTURE               

GENERATIONS.   Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 

 



 

   

Page 7 



 

   
Page 8 



 

   
Page 9 



 

   
Page 10 



 

   
Page 11 

     Snippets from Stewton                                                     

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday, 3rd and 5th Sundays 

A new year allows us not only to look back but to look forward and plan for the coming months.  

We may think we live in uncertain times with problems and difficulties around the world and nearer home but these 

can be balanced when we think of the age of some of the ancient buildings here within the Team Parish and particu-

larly our own church of St Andrew that has been here for over 1000 years. We can recall the wars, disasters and trage-

dies and balance that with the benefits, discoveries and developments that we have in our own day that enable us to 

put our concerns into perspective.  

While none of us knows what the future holds, as Christians we believe that in all we do we should seek to be guided 

and directed by God to use the skills, resources and abilities he has given us to build His Kingdom. 

Among those aspects that we are going to be involved in is a Lent group at Stewton entitled The Meaning of Every-

thing (details elsewhere in the Herald). This is for anybody and everybody who would like to explore some deeper 

issues around the film The History of Everything. 

The regular monthly events return with Community Coffee meeting on the fourth Tuesday (28th) from 10am to 

12noon. Why not join us for a cuppa, friendly chatter and delicious cake in a relaxed atmosphere. Book Club has a 

slightly earlier starting time of 5.30pm on Monday 6th February; any books can be read and discussed by each person 

and there is often a challenge set each time as homework, but generally, nothing too serious.    

Watch out for other happenings, including being part of The Wolds Walking Festival at the end of May and a two day summer event in June.  

The Meaning of Everything 

“The mystery and magic of the life we 

live.” 

A Lent Course for 2017 at St Andrews’s Church  Stewton 

7 p.m. every Monday evening during Lent 

Monday 6th March 
Monday 13th March 
Monday 20th March 
Monday 27th March 

Monday 3rd April 
A 5-week course based on the film “The Theory of Every-

thing” about the life of Professor Stephen Hawking starring 

Eddie Redmayne. A course written by Hillary Brand. 

Most Christian teaching focuses on what we ought to be-
lieve; but there is so much in life that is still a mystery to us. 

There are more questions than answers. 
“The more I find out, the less I realise I know.” 

Lent is a ‘penitential’ season challenging us to ‘think again’ about 

the big, often unknowable things of life and what they might tell us 

about God. 

Come along and join us 
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Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 

Tel. 01507 600710 
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TOWN & VILLAGE  

CLEANING SERVICES 
Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 

WANTED 

A volunteer to organise the  

Friends of St James Bookshop in St James 

Church. 

To be part of the “Welcome “ Team 

and  

To help raise funds for the upkeep of the fab-

ric of this magnificent building. 

To buy goods for sale in the shop to tourists 

and locals 

To organise the rota of volunteers who help. 

If interested please contact Mary Haynes 

01507603118 for more information 
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St. James’s Guild 2017 -                  
a report and way forward 

 

In September 2016, The Guild lost its leading light with 
Nancy Loft’s death who had worked tirelessly and 
selflessly for it for many years. We pay tribute to her 
and thank God for her work and commitment. 
 
What Nancy would have liked most for The Guild 
would be a new injection of enthusiasm and creativity 
to make it again into a dynamic, lively and forward-
looking body. We aim to do just that. 
 
We met as usual for lunch at The Splash for our Sep-
tember Meeting and in December, we invited Rev. 
Christine Hawkins to come and talk to us. In her inimi-
table and passionate style, Chris talked about ‘The Vis-
itation of the Blessed Virgin Mary’ - the meeting be-
tween Mary and Elizabeth soon after the Annunciation, 
which was a very appropriate topic for Christmas. 
 
And Mary rising up in those days went into the hill 
country with haste, into the city of Juda … (Luke 1.39) 
Chris painted a vivid picture of the two women: one 
old, one young; one married, one unmarried; both 
pregnant - meeting with love, kindness, honesty and 
acceptance.  
 
I must say that I had not thought much about this par-
ticular episode in the Bible but Chris gave a superb ac-
count of it and now I find myself thinking about it and 
often reaching for my copy of the Bible and reading 
Luke 1.39.    
 
We also listened to sublime music including Mary’s 
song, The Magnificat, and we looked at beautiful 
painting depicting the event - all evoking the narrative 
of the meeting between the Virgin Mary and Elizabeth. 
 
Our meeting finished with lovely mince pies and tea. 
We send grateful thanks to Christine Hawkins and our 
best wishes go with her to her new pastures. We will 
miss her. 
 
This year’s first meeting took place on Tuesday 10th 
January and opened with a discussion about our pro-
gramme for 2017, which was duly finalised and I attach 
a copy of it below.  During the meeting, Jane Fletcher 
explained the work of the Louth Churches the Syrian 
refugees and the Guild programme will contain sub-
stantial emphasis on raising awareness and funds for 
the Refugee Camps in Jordan and the work that is be-
ing done here in the parish. Please see our programme 

for more details. We will also collect money for the 
Children’s Charity - a charity that The Guild has sup-
ported for many years - at our meetings. Jeannie Gurn-
ham explained the choice of the book for discussion in 
May. The programme consists of a variety of activities 
to be enjoyed by all. The meeting closed with tea and a 
chat. 
 
The next meeting is on Tuesday March 7th. We look 
forward to seeing you all at 2.15p.m. at the the Meth-
odist Church to view the exhibition on the Syrian Refu-
gee Crisis and then adjourning to Church House for a 
discussion and tea. 
 
The Guild is looking forward to welcoming you all. 
Please come and join us in fellowship - swell the num-
bers and make it a lively and forward-looking group.  
 
Jeannie Gurnham 

 

St. James’s Guild Programme for 
2017 

 

Venue - Church House  
      Time 2.15p.m. unless stated otherwise 

 
For more information contact Jane Fletcher 604132 or 
Jeannie Gurnham 609622 
 
Tuesday 10th January - General Meeting. Agenda -   
programme for the year. Minuets will be in the Herald.  
 
A few points for action:  
1) We will be knitting blanket squares (6in squares) to 
make a blanket for Syrian camps in Jordan. 
    So please get knitting! More information soon. 
 
2) Louth Churches collection for Syrian Refugee Camps 
in Jordan will take place on 28th January   
    at the Trinity Centre. You are invited to donate what 
you can. Small things like tooth brushes,   
    toothpaste, first aid items etc. will be all welcome. 
 
3) In May we will be talking about a book, ‘Testament 
of Mary’ by Colm Toiban. It will be good if   
    some of us have read the book, which is quite short. 
It is a fictional story which makes us look at   
   Jesus’s death from his mother’s point of view. It is a 
really good read. 
 
4) Please let Jeannie Gurnham have your contact      
details so that we can establish communication. 
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Tuesday 7th March - Syrian Crisis Exhibition discus-
sion led by Jane Fletcher. We meet at the Methodist 
Church at 2.15 to see the exhibition together and 
then convene at the Church House for tea and dis-
cussion. 
 
Tuesday 16th May - Discussion of the novel, Testa-
ment of Mary by Colm Toiban led by Jeannie Gurn-
ham 
Bring & Buy sale to raise money for Cristian Aid. 
Please bring anything suitable like baking or pro-
duce. 
 
Tuesday 11the July - Afternoon Tea with Joyce Ter-
rett. Contributions invited. All money for Children’s 
Charity. 
 
Tuesday 12th September - Lunch at The Splash. 
Nearer time we will reserve a table and ask for  
numbers. 
 
Tuesday 12th December - Rev. Matthew Harbage 
talks on an aspect of Christmas. 
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The last date for submission of articles for the March 2017 Herald is Saturday 18th February 2017 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

Fellowship and Pastoral Care at 
St. James’s Church, Louth 

 
2016 has clearly been a busy year at St. James’s 
Church. Worship on Sundays is attended by 
many people regularly. However, often many of 
us hurry out of church to get to the roast dinner. 
The days when I can stay and chat and catch up 
with people are my favourite Sundays. To find 
time and opportunity to ask after people who 
might not have been well or congratulate some-
one on their anniversary or birthday: after pray-
ers, this is the next best thing - communion and 
fellowship with people. 
 
Indeed, many people are attending smaller 
groups regularly, like the Prayer and Pint, The 
Men’s Shed, The Pilgrim Discussion Groups, 
The Guild - to name a few. This is also a way in 
which we are growing into a community. 
 
It would be a very desirable thing then to find 
ways to strengthen and support the growing     
fellowship and pastoral care at St. James. It 
would be lovely to see more and more people 
getting involved to create a busy, happy, caring 
and a supportive community at St. James’s 
Church - a group of people , in other words, who 
care about each other. 
 
Here are some of the ways in which we can do 
this: 

・  celebrate special days like birthdays,   

 anniversaries 

・  gather together for special events like Lent 

 Lunches, Epiphany 

・  join groups like The Guild, Pilgrim, Prayer 

 and Pint 

・  get involved in activities like craft, music, 

 art, book groups 

・  support our new style coffee shop by 

 stopping for coffee after the service  

・ look out for the newcomers and be ready to 

 smile and welcome strangers 

・ extend care to each other but especially to 

 those in need, alone and lonely 
                                                                                             
Jeannie Gurnham 
 

If you would like more information and if you 
can help support any of the above ideas in any 

way, please talk to Nick Brown, Jane Fletch-

er, Kate Roberts or Jeannie Gurnham. 


