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22" July
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Patronal Festival of St James’
Giving thanks for the life of the church
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The final

Festival Eucharist at 10am

Festal Evensong at 6pm

Barbeque at the Rectory

followed by drinks under the tower
- O —_

service before the Choristers take a summer
break.

-O—

All are welcome.

The Pari

sh Church of St. James, Westgate, Louth

www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk




The Ministry Team serving the Parish of Louth

Team Chapter

The Rev’d Nick Brown

Parish Priest: Team Rector of Louth

The Rectory, 45 Westgate, Louth, LN11 9YE.
Tel.: 603213

E-mail: nick.brown@teamparishoflouth.org.uk
The Rev’d Janet Turville

Team Vicar of Louth

The Vicarage, Little Lane, Louth.

Tel.: 239534

E-mail: janet.turville@teamparishoflouth.org.uk

Greg Gilbert

Community Outreach Manager
Trinity Centre, Eastgate, Louth
Tel.: 605803 or 610752

E-mail: greg.gllbert@teamparishoflouth.org.uk
Parish Ministry Team

The Rev’d Canon Alan Hayday Hon. Assistant
Tel.: 600877 Priest

(PTO)

The Rev’d Robert Mansfield Hon. Assistant
Tel.: 327533 Priest
(PTO)

The Rev’d lan Partridge Hon. Asst Priest (PTO)
Tel.: 600398
Sylvia Pounds Lay Reader
Mob: 07771 549947

Paul Hill Lay Reader (PTO)
Tel.: 605222
Ronnie Partridge Lay Reader (PTO)
Tel.: 600398
Jill Trafford Centre Administrator
E-mail: trinity@teamparishoflouth.org.uk
Zoe Mcilfatrick Projects Administrator
E-mail: trinity@teamparishoflouth.org.uk

Ministers in training

Nick is responsible for oversight of the work of the Church in
the Parish of Louth, including its life of prayer and worship.
As Civic Chapioin, responsible for engagement with Louth
Town Council, ELDC and other civic bodies, Nick is also Rural
Dean of Louthesk.

Janet shares in overseeing the work of the Church in the
Parish of Louth. Within this, her main work is acting as o
postoral link to the work taking place at Trinity Centre, St
James’ and other locations in the parish, and overseeing our
work with Families and Young People (including our Ministry
to schools),

Responsible for developing the programme of social outreach,
dialogue with local authority and third sector partners, and
exploring ways in which the Church can reach out to the
communities it serves.

Alan assists within the Parish of Louth as well as more widely
in the Deanery of Louthesk.

Responsible for ministry to the congregations of St Andrew’s,
Stewton and St. Michael’s in Louth. Robert also works as an
Approved Mental Health Professional working for the NHS,

fan assists in many aspects of the Church’s ministry in Louth,
including contributing to our work with KEVIGS.

Responsible for ministry to the congregation of St Martin’s,
Welton le Wold and co-ordinating the provision of
communion to the sick across the Parish.

Responsible for co-ordinoting the provision of activities to
encourage Discipleship across the Parish of Louth.

Responsible for ‘Tinles Breakfast’ at Trinity Centre.,

Responsible for the efficient management of Trinity Centre,
and assisting in the work taking place there and in the Parish

Responsible for Projects based ot Trinity Centre, and assisting
in community engagement across the Parish.

Arabella Milbank Robinson Assistant Arabello is currently completing her training prior to
Curate ordination and will join the Ministry Team in Louth following
designate her ordination as a Deacon by the Bishop of Lincoin on 30"
June in the cathedral.
Officers and Representatives in the Parish of Louth
PCC Secretary lennifer Goodwin 605254 Safeguarding Officers  Greg Gilbert = 605803 or 610752
PCC Treasurer Mike Crosby  ------ Mandy Gilbert Messy Church
Herald Editor Stuart Sizer 604624 Cate Green St James
Churches Together Reps Eileen Byrne 605371 Frances Green Messy Ch/St James’
Jill Day 603998
Jennifer Smith  ------ WW Day of Prayer Rep  Jennifer Goodwin 605254
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Louth Summer Fair

Sat 7th July 10.30-3.00pm
at St ames Church, Westgate.

A lively, traditional fair with stalls,
food, music, games and events.

Held on the cobbles outside the
historic church, and in the
adjoining Rectory garden.

There'll be something for all the
family to enjoy.

http://www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk
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Louth Summer Fair.

Saturday 7" July 10.30 to 3.00pm at
St James Church Louth LN11 9YE

A lively, traditional fair with stalls, food,

music, games and events to be held on the

cobbles outside the historic church and in

the adjoining Rectory garden. There will be

something for all the family to enjoy. So

come along and support this “whole parish”

event.

The Windows of
St James Church Louth

On occasions when I'm guiding in church and
there is a lull in visitors to show round | quite
often spend time looking at the windows. Now |
have to admit they don’t catch my immediate
interest apart from the great east window and
the west window. | spend time pointing out to
visitors the large cross embedded into its struc-
ture.

My mid wanders at times as to what was here
before our Victorian and Edwardian stained
glass. An old friend of mine, sadly no longer with
us, gave me some information written by Gould-
ing. It doesn’t enlighten greatly but it does give
an insight as to what was here before. So |
thought | would share it with you all.

“All the ancient glass has disappeared, but we
learn from the notes made by Gervase Holles,
circa 16304, that there then existed in the win-
dows divers shields of arms, including those of
the Welles, of Somercotes, Conisholme and
Willughby, as well as several which he could not
identify, one being ‘a Chevalier in complete ar-
mour,” his surcoat gules, on which was a plain
cross argent over his breast. In the tower there
were arms of Thomas Fitzwilliam, of Mable-
thorpe, esquire.”

Surcoat—a sleeveless garment worn as part of
the insignia of an order of knighthood.

Gules— red
Argent—Silver

Now, my grandfather, on mums side, was called
Laud Nelson Wells and was born in Somercotes.
Guess what I’'m going to try and prove—a coat of
arms. Well | can dream and you never know.

Enjoy the summer break and see you all in
September.
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Louth Choral Society

S it

Straussin the Summer

Presents

St James's Church, Louth on
Sunday 1st July. 7.30pm

A selection of songs and music by the
Strauss Family and featuring Johann
Strauss Il the Waltz king, famed for his
operetta and dance music including Ta-
les from the Vienna Woods, Die
Fledermaus, The Emperor Waltz and On
the Beautiful Blue Danube.

Tickets £10, under 18s free, 6 for 5 offer
available.

From Eve and Ranshaw,
Market Place, Louth
or online at

www.ticketsource/Louthchoral

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US at

LOUTH METHODIST CHURCH for

‘GOING FORNARD WITH
HOPE’

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS
Friday 14™ September 2018
Concert 7.30 pm

to include Organ recital by Lisa Taylor

No admission charge - donations requested

--------------

Saturday 15" September 2018,
10am -4 pm

Official opening at 10.30 am

Sunday 16" September 2018,
I pm-4pm

Displays about Church history and refurbishments
wo World War 1 (VAD hospital on premises).
Noel Black sculpture.

Information about work of Church today and about groups
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using premises. Light refreshments available. :
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uUncoinshieg

b Co-operative
funeral
. services

Lincoinshire Co-operative
Funeral Services

“a professional service
from people who care”

134 Eastgate Louth, LN11 9AA Telephone: 01507 603519

"\ Lincolnshire Co-operative Members of the National Association of Funeral

Directors and Funeral Arbitration Scheme.

-/ FUNERAL BOND
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PARISH REGISTERS

JUNE 2018

BAPTISMS

10th June Alfie Jack Harrison

17th June Cassius James Wilkinson

24th June Maya Grace Barker

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS

2nd June  Adam Reginald Payne with
Samantha Marris

9th June  Michael Louis Goeminne with
Jane Foster

9th June Jason Anthony Platt with
Alexandra Ellis

16th June Craig Hugh Russell with
Esther Jordan Hanley

23rd June Samuel William Smith with
Charlotte Ellen Steel

FUNERALS

4th June  Dorothy Simpson

8th June  Stuart Christopher Cox (Memorial)

15th June Rowland Henry Smalley Lingard

19th June Mary Ann Collins

22nd June Marion Elizabeth Gaunt
26th June Gerald Richard Colebrook
27th June Ann Boughen

A and E Decorating

Over 35 years experience of interior and exterior
painting and decorating in Louth and District

Free Quotations
Telephone 07803 360343

Web address:- www.aandedecorating.co.uk

Email:- aandedecoratingfaivahoo.co.uk

[ 7 e el

ST LAWRENCE’S CHURCH FULSTOW

FAMILY SERVICE

150

Celebrating the anniversary of the beginning
of the Victorian renovation of

St Lawrence's Church

Sunday 1 July
3 pm

AW welcome

Visit St James’s Church
and the Friend’s shop

Take a guided towr of the Church and climb the Spire
Come out into the sunshine
A warm welcome awaits you at 5t James's
Open Monday to Saturday 10.30am to 4pm
{5
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During Revd Matt Harbage's time with us in Louth he
was particularly involved with the church of All
1 Saints in South Elkington. His
many friends there decided to
give him a special gift when he

left, which was presented to
% him by Mr Charles Dobson on
!M 22 April at the service for the

whole parish held at St James.
Matt was delighted with his gift and is shown here
wearing it - a green stole embroidered with ears of

wheat and fields to represent and remind him of the
countryside of the Wolds.




Parish Church of
Louth St. James

88 A place of prayer and worship - A place to be touched by God — A community of faith
Church Officers:
Churchwardens

Asst Churchwardens

DCC Secretary
ER Officer
DCC Treasurer

Prayer and Worship:

Vergers

Hon, Asst. Vergers

Jeannie Gurnham
Dianne Thompson
Jane Fletcher
Frances Green
Richard Gurnham
Robert Haynes
Robert Thompson
John Troughton
VACANT

Mary Haynes
Julie Speakman

Chris Marshall
Andy Garner
Kate Clarke
Alan Durrant

609622

607931

603118
610247

Sue Hamilton and 07985 247722

Master of the Choristers

Allan Smith
Organist Phil Hotham
Associate Organist  Barry Whitfield
Organist Emeritus  Fred Goodwin
Church Flowers Jennifer Goodwin
Bellringers Mick/Jill Day

Ministry to Visitors:

Coffee Shop

Sue French
Gift Shop Mary Haynes
Church Guides Stuart Sizer

Church Organisations and Groups that are

part our wider church community:

Parent & Toddler Gp Stacey Drew

St. James’s Guild

Church bookings

Church Hse Bookings Julie Speakman (Office)

Jane Fletcher
Jeannie Gurnham
Kate Clarke

Friends of St. James’s Church, Secretary

June Barber

606338
603118
604624

610247

604595

Sunday
8 30am

10am
bpm

Tuesday
11am

7 45pm

Thursday
10am

10 30am

Saturday
10 30am

12 30pm

Services and Regular Activities

|

Holy Communion: 4" Sunday only
MORNING SERVICE

(normally Sung Eucharist)
EVENING SERVICE

(normally Choral Evensong)

Holy Communion
Compline: every 3rd Tues of the
month

Parent and Toddlers in Church Hse
‘Craft on Thursday’ in Coffee Shop

CAFE CHURCH: every 4" Saturday of
the month
Midday Prayer

Morning Prayer is normally prayed at 8 30am on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Parish Church of St. Michael, Louth

Church Officers:
Churchwardens

DCC Secretary
DCC Treasurer
ER Officer
Organist
Flowers

Brian Luckwell
Sylvia Luckwell
VACANT
Sylvia Luckwell
VACANT

Janet McKee
Sylvia Luckwell

607619
607619

607619

327256
607619

Sunday
9 30am

Saturday
10 30am

Services and Regular Activities _

SUNG MASS

Coffee Morning, on the 1% Saturday
of every month
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Parish Church of St. Andrew, Stewton

Church Officers: . g g
Churchwardens Dorothy Mansfield 327533 Services and Regular Activities
jane Rushby 327606 Sunday

DCC Treasurer Jane Rushby 327606 1lam HOLY COMMUNION: 15t' 3rd and th

ER Officer Dorothy Mansfield 327533

Organist Fred Goodwin  ------ Monday Sundays
545pm Book Club: 1" Monday of the month

Tuesday

10am Community Coffee: 4" Tuesday

Parish Church of All Saints, South Elkington

Church Officers: . =
Churchwardens Charles Dobson 604632 Regular Services
John Myers 607331 Sunda:g
26 Seaeay ARty dobe Sonas 11am HOLY COMMUNION: 2" Sunday
DCC Treasurer Caroline Blenkhorn ~ ------ th
ER Officer Amy Jobe 606348 11lam MATINS (BCP): 4™ Sunday
Verger Jill Day 603998
Organist Craig Pillans  «aeeas
Church Flowers Peeby Myers 607331

Church Inst. Bookings Charles Debson 604632

Parish Church of St. Martin, Welton le Wold

Church Officers: [ i =

Churchwardens Jim Cave 610275 REgUIar Services
AlastairKerr  cee--. | Sunday

DCC Secretary and Treasurer | 1lam MORNING PRAYER: 2" Sunday
i goset0 | 11am HOLY COMMUNION: 4" Sunday

ER Officer Peter Taylor 609280

Organists David Wormell/David Dickinson

Church Flowers Pat Cave 610275

Trinity Centre, incorporating The Chapel of The Holy Trinity, Louth

Centre Staff:

Community Outreach Manager Services and Regular Activities
Greg Gilbert 610752 or 605803 Sunday
Centre Administrator (including all bookings) 11am HOLY COMMUNION: 3™ sy nday
Jill Trafford 605803 y
Project Administrator Zoe Mcilfatrick 605803 Tulelsad; HOLY COMMUNION: 1 Tuesday
12noon ‘Tasty Tuesday’: 1" Tuesday only
Wednesday
10am ‘Wednesday Drop-in’
2pm ‘Memories Matter’
Friday
12noon Fish on Friday
Saturday
1045am  MESSY CHURCH: 2™ Saturday
| Details of other activities are on the website. |
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Snippets from Stewton

Chill Out Church is the theme for this year’s fundraising day on Saturday July 21* from
10am to 4pm when we will see the church of St Andrew’s buzzing with even more

activity than usual. We will be welcoming visitors to enjoy and relax in the building
and grounds. There will be stalls including plants, cakes, preserves, live music all day,
a raffle and of course our delicious refreshments. One stall will feature interesting

items for sale including Coalport figurines. If you have never been to Stewton Church,

here is a wonderful opportunity to meet the people and get a feel for what we do.
Why not come and see what a delightful little place it is at the end of Stewton Lane in

the heart of the countryside.

Services for July are on 1%, 15", 29™ at 11am when there will be Holy Communion.

NEWS FROM
SOUTH ELKINGTON

Members of S. Elkington WI, (Left to Right) Sue
Hamilton, Moyra Hounsell, Norma Belletty, Ann
Grant, Penny Dawson, President Val Gothard,
and Judi Kitching.

19" WOLDS WALKING
FESTIVAL FINALE

The village of South Elkington hosted the Fina-
le of this popular walking festival on Sunday 3"
June. Ladies of South Elkington Women’s Insti-
tute provided refreshments to over 200 walk-
ers throughout the day, serving hot and cold
drinks and, of course, delicious cakes made by
their members and villagers. Donations to-
wards refreshments were also made by Morri-
sons, The Co-op and Wilkos, which all helped
towards raising £348 for All Saints Church,

South Elkington.

.
FPrager ard Pt
~the timeless evening service of Compline — a quiet end to the day:
The Ancient Office of Compline,

sung in St James at 7 45pm

Part Two...
—a chance to have a friendly discussion on the evening’s chosen subject:

Discussion in The Wheatsheaf, from about 8pm

Frager ol Fit takes place on the 3™ Tuesday evening of every month
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The new warden at St James's
Church, Diane Thompson, has ask the N EWS from Trinity

Herald to advertise a link to a website

' REGULAR SERVICES and activities in and around Trinity Centre
that St James $ now uses to promOte Sundays 11am HOLY COMMUNION followed by Parish Lunch (on the 3™ Sunday of the month|
. Ipm Bagtams {by prior anaegement)
all our musical events. UPIIRNE -~ TR . ccxls.lvcxi
Ilam Maly Communion [on the L™ Tussdiy of the momh)
. 12 15pm Tasty Toesdays' (on the 17 Tuasday of the masth| ~ please pre-2ook
DaVe I-a rde r has Set u p a Slte Cca I | ed Wednesdays  I0am Weekly ‘Wednesday Drop-in” with many apdocies svalable
Fridays 12noon “Fish on Fridays' — a weebly chance to meet and chat. Mo neod 10 Dock

'Lincolnshire Arts and Music Bulletin'. Saturdays  1045am MAESSY CHURCH (o thes 2°° Satsriliy of the monmh)

0 TR 10 fhese regedar octiwtes run divectiy by the Church, there are o range of other activities thar toke place in
Diane has been Working with him to parTAershi with ariess - please cal! in ¢ Trinkty Cantre 0 see what poes on)

establish a page dedicated to St

James's. Readers will find all upcom- Mondays Tuesdays

ing events and eventually a blog e, s o Morning Prayes

about what is happening in the Modar Pilckas o Communion [Ist Tuesday)

Church. The site is a relatively new «  Children’s Theatre o TastyTussday Lunch Clob

resource and is promoted by local +  2nd Louth Guides LI i o

»  VYoga

radio stations, on Facebook and
. Chilgren’s Centre Todoser Group

Twitter, and is looking at forming a Wednesdays o A
working relationship with the Guardi- o AdikeDropin o BeAFriend Crah /Singing
an newspaper to promote all things o Domenta Cfé o TalkEat Drink [TED) Group
Lincolnshire. *  Arthritis Group e Reddonyogs

. Patchwork & Quilting Group
http://www.laamb.co.uk/ . Mindfuiness

Above is the link to L. A. A. M. B. Full site. *  Modern Pilates Trinity Centre

http://www.laamb.co.uk/classical/st- Faith, Worship, Community

james-church-louth/ What’s On ? Thursdays

The link above is direct to the St James

. Mccern Filates

designated page.

X o U3APhotography
Fridays s

. Parkinson's Society

. Fisk On Friday

. A&M Freedom Dance

THE TRINITY CENTRE PRESENTS Sl B Borcise o Slimming World

. Addacty
A SUMMER o o 7thLouth Guides & Rangers

. U3A Art Group

Saturdays
Sundavs . Messy Church

. Tevah Fellowship

. Haly Communion [3rd Sunday)

h 5! I
i Sunday Lunch . Louth Area Autism Family Suppart

SATURDAY, 28™ July 2018 o Llouth People’s Orchestra Trinky Centre, £astagte, Louth LN21 8D)
7 '00 e o Llouth Strategy Games Club 01507 605803
trinky@tearvpanshoflouth arg.uk

Maximum of 4 persons per team

E£10 per teom
Includes foed and refreshments

Louth Churches Together Community Food Bank
Churches are receiving Increasing numbers of appeals for help.

vy WG deeft bhove 0 b hirence bt foel e to byo doonobc drinks)

Prize for 1" ploce We need your support to stop people going hungry. The food
Raffle bank can supply a food and hyglene parcel containing enough
food for up to 5 days. During that time we support people and
A great event for ol budding quizzers help them find longer ferm solutions.

Proceeds in aid of the Trinlty Centre Commenity Projects Thﬁ Communlty FOOd Bank NEEDS YOUf Helpl
Beck warly bo evoid disappointmeet, costoct ' I 01507 605803 www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk

Zow Nolfalrsch
¢ mal: e pelfatrick@reanparishelleuth. arg. uk
Teb: QISUT 406E0Y
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Kettle

Funeral Directors
110 Kidgate, Louth
LN11 9BX
Funeral Directors Since 1931
Contact Senior Funeral Director

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E.

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available

St. James’s Guild
Programme for 2018

Venue - Church House - Time 2.15p.m.
unless stated otherwise

For more information contact Jane Fletcher
604132 or Jeannie Gurnham 609622

Tuesday 10th July — A trip to Sutton-on-Sea or
local Floral Festival

Tuesday 11th September - Lunch at The Splash.
Nearer time we will reserve a table and ask for
numbers.

Tuesday 11th December - Rev. Nick Brown talks
on an aspect of Christmas.

PES Teon®

DOMESTIC g -t
COMMERCIAL 2 HOUR 1 o
AGRICULTURAL SERVICE
RATS & MICE CONTROL
TRADITIONAL MOLE CATCHING (no carcs No FeE)
EFFECTIVE TREATMENT FOR FLEAS, ANTS & ALL INSECTS
FOX, RABBIT, SQUIRREL, BIRD AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

01507 328585

www.PESTCOTEK.co.uk

TOWN & VILLAGE
CLEANING SERVICES

Local, reliable and professional service.
Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and
Spring-cleaning.

Domestic and commercial work undertaken.
Please call to discuss your needs

Tel: 01507 602321 or 07792055393

| Memories Matter!

ﬁ Support at your local Dementia Café :}

Every Wednesday 2pm - 4pm  Trinity Centre

A sociable get together for people with dementia and their carers or
people who used to care for others with dementia

We can promise you a friendly atmosphere, the chance to chat, activities
and refreshments,
Please contact Jayee Pegy on 01 507 604823 | ematl (jayne.pesgiSteanpandoflouh. org k) for more

mformsstion o call isto the Triaty Ceatre, Eastgate, Louth, LN11 8DJ and pick up n copy of the weekly
progrumnme.

GRIMSBY, CLEETHORPES AND LOUTH
CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE

Our 24 hour local help-line number is now 07867312658
Please leave a message: you can normally expect a response within 24-48 hours

The National Free-phone Help-line is staffed Monday-Friday 9.30-5pm
(excluding bank holidays) with exrended hours on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday evenings when it is open until 8 pm. The number is 0808 808 1677.

The young people’s help-line Freephone 0808 808 1677

The Young people’s website : www.hopeagain.org.uk
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THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH

expe rts i n b U Si n e ss HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR HISTORIC CHURCH
& personal law

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143)
.

Our legal experfs, offering a
unique balance of business. '
and personal legal advice,

have unrivalled experfise -\
to handle your every need. '

TAB - opportunities for those in the twenties,
thirties and beyond to meet socially and for
discussion.

ontact Matthew Harbage (matthew.harbage @teamparishofiouth.org.uk).

There for you for business, for life

\- & 7“?’:

WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE

wilkin Chopmon ||p HERALD. IT HOA:ISE/; (;:)F({)C.:ULATION OF

CONTACT EITHER JULIE AT THE

Louth 01507 606161 wilkinchapman.co.uk DEANERY OFFICE OR THE HERALD
EDITOR FOR PRICES.

. Saturday
:-lual'h,\ Icare to people in' lhfir ow n'homc: Our \““‘“ 7th JUIy
services include: support with personal care, 5 ‘

domestic, accompanying and providing . ) s u‘“wﬁ — 10.30am - 3 OOpm

companionship. et at
Walnut Care at Home, aim to retain their ‘a——“ ¢_- : St James
clients independence as much as possible. Wa nut Chur h

Walnut Care are a home care agency: providing "

* ‘esteare, Eonah INTT GYE
Plants Westgate, Louth LN 1 911
Our teams cover Louth and surrounding areas. Care k &CD
*Books S
-
L Walnut Raffle *
i ﬁ,\“ ‘\”(".l o Care can help TombOIa
rf“ Y '“E, S create a home care * GameS,

social services but need S b Castl *

more help? ' e ; g Bouncy Castle Woodwork

needs and

& Tractor *ces

wants,

. . Hot-dogs *
Mive Music g Saken

~

* Toys
David Weatherley Beads&Bags
Walnut Cottage

Langrick g . * Bric-a-Brac
Boston > i
PE22 TAP = s\ . y

! . - . A\ B ’ e B * Therellbe

,J' r
Telephone: 01205 280101 something for
Email: david@walnutcare.co.uk all the family

fo enjoy

Visit our website: www.walntcare.co.uk
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Some notes from the Rectory... How can we expe-
rience God? In the last two articles | have shared a
few thoughts about how we can look again at the
purpose of the Church in order that when we en-
counter the familiar story of our Lord’s death, pas-
sion and resurrection we can — perhaps — look
afresh at how it speaks to us as ‘church’. In May |
outlined how we might be challenged to look
again at where we draw the boundaries of the
Church — challenging us to look beyond the easy
categories of church-going to reflect on the more
varied ways in which people encounter God in the
gospels and beyond. June’s article tried to look
through a different lens at how those things which
should help people recognise the grace of God in
their lives can instead become barriers which act
as gateways into the church. On the assumption
that these barriers are not necessarily a good
thing, this evening | would like to take a different
viewpoint again and look at what might be the
characteristics of a life shaped by the grace of God
and in which continued growth in the love of God
may be nurtured.

Whilst the last instalments have seen me use vari-
ous biblical images this evening | will start with
looking at the wisdom of the Church. This is not
to say that | am abandoning the scriptures this
evening, because the early fathers of the Church
were saturated in it and it permeates all they say
and write — rather, the wisdom of the early Chris-
tians may have something to say to us as we con-
template a world which has moved beyond Chris-
tendom — where we can no longer assume that all
are churchgoers, but where we can still consider
many are open to the Christian message.

If one looks at the wisdom of these early fathers —
whether it be Gregory, Benedict, Augustine, or
any other of a range of people who wrote advice
on living a Christian life, we can almost always find
that they boil the journey of a Christian disciple
into maintaining a balance between several differ-

Page 15

ent facets of the spiritual life. Whilst they divide it
up in different ways, the following pattern might
be reasonably common, with the disciple striving
to balance (at whatever depth) the following an-
gles of spiritual practice and growth:

. A life of prayer and worship, in which we
open our hearts to God;

. Sharing a life of fellowship, reflected in the
eating of common meals;

. Study of God’s word, and what that means
for the practice of our lives; and

o Labour for God, in service to others by
which God is known in the world.

If we are to encourage people to grow in their re-
sponse to the Grace of God, then we need to help
them talk, step-by-step to grow in each of these
areas. Whilst it is possible to someone to grow
deeply in prayer, this is only of limited value if it
does not connect to the word of God, or is not
shared in common with others, and if it has no
reflection in the daily life of that person. In the
same way, it is wonderful if someone does a huge
amount of good work in the community, but this
is not a full manifestation of the love of God un-
less it echoes the love and grace of God, if it is not
grounded in prayer and if it done in isolation from
other parts of the body that is Christ’s. And so

on...

Each member of the body of Christ needs to grow
in each of these areas. There may be patterns
which we are used to, but each of us is likely to
find that at least one area could benefit from fur-
ther devotion. Whilst this pattern is commonly
seen in the ‘Rules’ of monastic life, and reflected
in the obligations that are placed on clergy when
they make their ordination vows, each of us, and
each person touched by the grace of God needs to

shape them it fit our lives so that they become

Continued on the back page



our response to the grace and love of God that
touches our hearts. And whilst we might stand
with Martin Luther in agreeing that rules for rules
sake are of little use, there is a significant ele-
ment of wisdom (not to say following in the ex-
ample of the psalms and the teaching of Christ)
to have some discipline to our spiritual lives. So
how do you pray and worship? How is your heart
open to God, and what it’s the pattern of your
response to God in your life? How do you share
in fellowship with others? How do you gather to
break bread with fellow disciples? How do you
encounter God’s word? How do you deepen
your relationship with God? And how does God’s
love and grace affect your daily life? How do you
serve God in his world?

None of this need be difficult, though it may be
challenging. And none of us will already be there.
But once we have started to grow in each of
these ways of living within the body of Christ,
how can we encourage others to grow alongside
us? This is not how do we get people to do the
same as us, but how do we encourage others to
grow in each of these areas, so that they recog-
nise the love and grace of God in their lives,
where they are, and in the way that God himself
calls them?

So let us seek the wisdom to discover the grace
of God our lives and the lives of all people. Then
the church might truly become the body of
Christ, ‘who is its head’. These thoughts were
first shared at the Holy Week Meditation on the
Tuesday of Holy Week, and were subsequently
discussed at a Retreat for Ministry Team
members at Ampleforth Abbey. Over the months
and years that lie ahead we hope that we can
redraw the boundaries of the Church so that we
live out a church life that echoes the example we

are given by Christ. Please join in both this work,

and the prayer and reflection that will be neces-
sary for us to discern where Christ calls us to be
the body of Church.

ST JAMES’S CHURCH, LOUTH
LUNCHTIM E RECITALS 2018
FRIDAYS AT 1.00 PM

6™ JULY
Colin Walsh (organ)

13 JULY

Music for recorders, oboe, harpsichord and cello, played
by:

Colin Hutchinson, Heather Sullivan, Heather Ryan,
Frederic Goodwin & Janet Briggs

20 JUuLy
Barry Whitfield (organ)

27 JULY

Silverwood:

Chris Hunter (flute), Sylvia Windsor (violin), Rosalind Mill-
ward (viola), Simon Kent (cello)

3 AUGUST
Naomi Sullivan (saxophone) with Jane O’Farrell (piano)

10 AUGUST
lan Major (organ)

17 AUGUST
Frederic Goodwin (piano)

24 AUGUST
John Prior (flute) with Frederic Goodwin (piano)

31 AUGUST
Amy Baker (piano)
Admission free — retiring collection for St James’s Church
Music Fund

Refreshments available before each recital

For further details see website:
stjamesrecitals@vpweb.co.uk

The last date for submission of articles for the September 2018 Herald is Monday 20th August 2018

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net
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