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Sunday Services 

 9 30am SUNG MASS, CW1              3pm Baptisms (By prior arrangement) 

      News from  St Michael's 

The Most Reverend John Sentamu, Archbishop 

of York on a recent visit to St James Church, 

Louth. 

Photograph taken by Chris Marshall 

MENS SHED 

There’s a regular monthly meeting for all shed mem-

bers, we meet at the Gaslamp lounge on Thames 

Street the last Thursday of every month at 7pm. 

 

The shed is run by a volunteer commitee who meet 

quarterly.  

The annual subscription from 1st April 2017 

 will be set at £60,  

this can be paid in one lump sum or  

6 monthly (£30) or 3monthly (£15) 

(We have a small discretionary fund available to help 

members who may find this payment difficult to meet, 

you can enquire in confidence to Greg Gilbert on 

01507 605083 about this facility  
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

BAPTISMS 
5th Feb Shannon Lowe: Adult 

  Rebecca Whitley: Adult 

12th Feb Alfred John  Rowe 

  Lily Ellie Bailey 

19th Feb Rubie Jazmine Kendon Frost 

26th Feb George Thomas Mountain 

  

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 
No Weddings this month 

   

FUNERALS 
2nd Feb Iris  Harniess 

3rd Feb Mary Elizabeth Cooper 

7th Feb Bertha Elizabeth Cross 

  Mary Brumpton 

9th Feb Ros Hicks Memorial 

13th Feb Jeffrey Allison 

15th Feb Gillian Havercroft 

16th Feb Jenson Dean Wilkinson 

  Richard Madge 

22nd Feb Robert William Fisher 

23rd Feb Rita Maria Fuller  

  Walter Ernest William Fuller  

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 
2nd Sunday  
  Matins on the 4th 

NEWS FROM SOUTH ELKINGTON 

     Words from 

     WELTON LE WOLD 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11.00am Holy Communion on the     

4th Sunday   

11.00am Morning Prayer on the       

2nd Sunday           
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THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 

 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  FOR FUTURE               

GENERATIONS.   Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 

 

Hello! 

Welcome to the website of  

 Louth Men’s Shed 

( That is Louth, England, not County 

Louth, Ireland J) 

We’ve been established since July 2015 

and we’re one of almost 2,000 Men’s 

Sheds worldwide. 

Read on for more info about the shed and 

how it’s helped our members in their own 

words. 

Louth Men’s Shed  

Unit 21 Thames St, Louth, LN117AD 

Opening times 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

10am - 3pm 

If you’re interested in joining the Louth 

Men’s Shed please pop in for a chat soon!  
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Mary Cooper died peacefully at home on 

19th January aged 87 years. 

Mary will have been well known to those of you with-

in the Louth Parish. 

In the 1980s & 1990s she was very actively involved 

in preaching simple addresses especially at local vil-

lage churches and also giving communion to patients 

in Hospital and regular communicants who were una-

ble to get to church. This gave Mary great satisfaction 

and purpose. 

She remained a deeply committed Christian lady to 

whom the life of prayer was tremendously im-

portant. 

Mary regularily offered her home and garden to 

many people and prayer groups including the Julians 

and Franciscans. 

Mary’s funeral was held at Welton le Wold Church on 

Friday, 3rd February. She has been buried there next 

to her beloved husband, Hubert. 

Mary’s greatest gift to all her family and friends was 

her love. She touched many hearts. 

Her last message to all of you is to keep on loving for 

that is all that matters. 

Love cannot die. Let your grief be like a garden. Dark 

patches there will be but from these let flowers 

grow. 

Jan Berry ( Mary’s daughter ) 

Louth Choral Society  

Handel's Messiah'  

at  

St James's Church,  

Westgate, Louth 

on Sunday April 9th at 7pm. 
Conducted by Allan Smith with     

Lincolnshire Chamber Orchestra.   

Soprano  

Sian Winstanley, Mezzo-soprano  

Martha McLorinan, Tenor Mark 

Wilde and  

Bass-baritone James Birchall. 

Tickets available from Eve &          

Ranshaw, Market Place, Louth or by 

phoning  

01507 463410 or visit http://

www.louthchoral.co.uk. 

Reserved seating £15, under 18s £7. 

Unreserved £10 under 18s free. 

As some of our (more local) congregation may already 

know from the loud calling at least one peregrine falcon 

seems to have been with us throughout the winter. I 

have now put out the nest tray and fitted a new cam-

era that has been donated to the church. Perhaps by the 

time you read this the monitor down in the tower area 

will already be running.  

Although nesting will not start until later in the year I can 

report that the tray has been inspected as the gravel has 

been disturbed. Whilst fitting the tray and camera a pair 

of peregrines on the wing came by loudly calling. As 

there is still a pair this is a very good sign for the 2017 

breeding season. Last year we had four chicks and in 

2015 three.  

This does of course mean that the tower is now closed 

to visitors and will remain so until the middle of July. 

Chris Marshall - Verger 
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     Snippets from Stewton                                                     

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday, 3rd and 5th Sundays 

March is a busy month here at Stewton starting with the Book Club at 5.30pm on Monday 

6th March.  

This is immediately followed by the start of the Lent Group when we will be exploring is-

sues raised in the film “The Theory of Everything” about the life of Professor Stephen 

Hawking starring Eddie Redmayne.  The course is written by Hillary Brand. There are more 

questions than answers, but it is about the exploration of these. Clips of the film will be 

shown to aid discussion so if you are interested why not join us on Mondays March 6th, 13, 

20th, 27th and 3rd April at 7pm. 

The DCC AGM will be on Thursday 16th March at 7.30pm; and the month will end with 

Community Coffee on Tuesday 28th March from 10am until 12noon to support one of our 

projects in Kenya where we are raising money to provide a goat unit as well as building a 

classroom at the village school for children with disabilities. 

 

The Meaning of Everything 

“The mystery and magic of the life we 

live.” 

A Lent Course for 2017 at St Andrews’s Church  Stewton 

7 p.m. every Monday evening during Lent 

Monday 6th March 
Monday 13th March 
Monday 20th March 
Monday 27th March 

Monday 3rd April 
A 5-week course based on the film “The Theory of Every-

thing” about the life of Professor Stephen Hawking starring 

Eddie Redmayne. A course written by Hillary Brand. 

Most Christian teaching focuses on what we ought to be-
lieve; but there is so much in life that is still a mystery to us. 

There are more questions than answers. 
“The more I find out, the less I realise I know.” 

Lent is a ‘penitential’ season challenging us to ‘think again’ about 

the big, often unknowable things of life and what they might tell us 

about God. 

Come along and join us 

Women’s World Day            

of Prayer  

2017 

This years’ service will be at 2.00 pm on         

Friday 3rd March. 

At Louth Methodist Church, Nichol Hill. 

The service was prepared by the Christian 

women of the Philippines, and the theme is 

‘Am I Being Unfair to You? 

The service focuses on the Bible story of 

the workers in the vineyard:   

Matthew 20 v 1 – 16. 

 

Refreshments will be served after the service 
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ST HEREFRITH 27th FEBRUARY 

From all known evidence, we 

can now say that an Anglo-

Saxon Monastery, or to be 

more precise a Minster,     

existed on this site from c690. 

They were excellent business-

men and it’s more than likely 

they founded a market which 

the Danes later expanded. 

The Monastery is recorded in 

the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles 

written by Bede. Its name was 

“Hludensis”, meaning “The 

Loud One” referring to the 

river Lud or Lud Eau (water). 

There are no archaeological 

remains that we know of, only 

written evidence. 

In 792 the Abbott of Louth 

Monastery (Hludensis),      

Aethelheard, was elected 

Archbishop of Canterbury by Offa, King of Mercia. 

There are two churches mentioned in the 12 century 

records: St. Herefridus (Herefrith) and St. James.  A 

church of St. James existed as long ago as 1235 with St. 

Herefrid’s being recorded in 1257 in a grant of lands in 

Cockerington.  

Who was this Herefrid or Herefrith? It has been sug-

gested that he was a Bishop of Lindsey, perhaps the 

last Bishop? Another, by William Goulding, in a paper 

to the Louth Ants and Nats in 1916 suggests he became 

the Bishop of Auxerre in 887 and died in 909. However, 

it is now accepted that Herefrith was most likely the 

last Bishop of Lindsey. 

We know that the last bishop, of whom there is written 

evidence in Lindsey, was Beorhtred who attested char-

ters between 839 and 862.  After that various bishops 

appear in Mercian charters but with no mention of 

Lindsey. The Danish subjugation of Lindsey took place 

in 873 and by 878 the Danes had settled here. As there 

is no mention of a bishop between 862 and 873 it is 

quite possible that our Herefrid was the bishop who 

succeeded Beorhtred during that period. 

We know the monastery was in existence in 869-872 

when the last Bishop of Lindsey, Herefrith, is said to 

have been murdered by the raiding Danish Vikings. He 

is the only known victim of this raid, who it is said to 

have died a martyr’s death. Many other monks would 

have died. The remaining monks retrieved the body of 

Herefrith after the raid and a shrine was erected to 

house his remains. His body was venerated by the in-

habitants of the town and surrounding area and people 

would come to visit the shrine for cures.  

The shrine known as St Herefrith’s would eventually 

become a wooden church. Saint Herefrith’s Feast-day 

is still commemorated on 27th February each year. 

Why then did we begin to use St James as our saint and 

not Herefrith?  For an answer, we must turn to the rec-

ords of the Abbey of Thorney, near Peterborough. The 

Thorney Abbey narrative describes how Aethelwold 

Bishop of Winchester refounded the monastery at 

Thorney, which had been destroyed by the Danes, and 

set about endowing it with relics.  The narrative contin-

ues: 

Not long after (Aethelwold) heard of 
the merits of the blessed Herefrid Bish-
op of Lincoln resting in Louth (Lutha) 
chief town of the same church.  When 
all dwelling there had been put to sleep 
by a cunning ruse, a trusty servant took 
him out of the ground, wrapped him in 
fine linen cloth, and with all his fellows 
rejoicing brought him to the monastery 
of Thorney and re-interred him. 
 

The Thorney narrative quite obviously points to Here-

frid being an important saint.  If you substitute Lindsey 

for Lincoln in the above narrative, then the whole pas-

sage begins to make sense. The removal of his body 

would mean a considerable loss of esteem for the town 

and Herefrid’s shrine in the church.  It is easy to see 

how the cult of St. James could have come to the fore-

front in the town.  However, Herefrid would still attract 

a large following and his shrine continued to be a place 

of worship.  We know from records that the Blessed 

Saint’s comb was in the town in 1486 as listed in 

the Church Wardens’ accounts for that year. 
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TOWN & VILLAGE  

CLEANING SERVICES 
Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 

Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 

Tel. 01507 600710 

WANTED 

A volunteer to organise the  

Friends of St James Bookshop in St James 

Church. 

To be part of the “Welcome “ Team 

and  

To help raise funds for the upkeep of the fab-

ric of this magnificent building. 

To buy goods for sale in the shop to tourists 

and locals 

To organise the rota of volunteers who help. 

If interested please contact Mary Haynes 

01507603118 for more information 
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St. James’s Guild  
Programme for 2017 

 

Venue - Church House  
      Time 2.15p.m. unless stated otherwise 

 
Tuesday 7th March - Syrian Crisis Exhibition discus-
sion led by Jane Fletcher. We meet at the Methodist 
Church at 2.15 to see the exhibition together and 
then convene at the Church House for tea and dis-
cussion. 
 

Tuesday 16th May - Discussion of the novel,          
Testament of Mary by Colm Toiban led by Jeannie 
Gurnham 
Bring & Buy sale to raise money for Cristian Aid. 
Please bring anything suitable like baking or pro-
duce. 
 

Tuesday 11the July - Afternoon Tea with Joyce     
Terrett. Contributions invited. All money for          
Children’s Charity. 
 

Tuesday 12th September - Lunch at The Splash. 
Nearer time we will reserve a table and ask for  
numbers. 
 

Tuesday 12th December - Rev. Matthew Harbage 
talks on an aspect of Christmas. 
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Following the publication of the paper from the 

House of Bishops, Marriage and Same Sex       

Relationships after the Shared Conversations, the 

bishops have written to the clergy of the diocese. 

The content of the letter is as follows... 

The Church of England has today published a paper 

about marriage and sexuality, ahead of the meeting of 

the General Synod next month.  

The paper - Marriage and Same Sex Relationships after 

the Shared Conversations - has been prepared by the 

House of Bishops, and will be debated by the Synod as 

part of the continuing exploration of the issues around 

sexuality, and the church's response to the changes 

seen in society in recent years. We participated in the 

discussions which followed the Shared Conversations 

on human sexuality, and we are encouraged that the 

final paper is so thorough and detailed. We look for-

ward to it being debated by the General Synod. 

We recognise that the paper may cause a range of  

reactions. We want to assure our congregations and 

all the people of greater Lincolnshire that we are        

committed to serving everyone, irrespective of their 

sexuality, or of their personal opinions on the issue of 

sexuality: all are made in the image of God, and all are 

loved by God. 

We want to be a church which values all equally, just 

as all people are equally valued by God. We want also 

to be a church which is respectful of different views, 

and which actively seeks to understand those views in 

the context of the wider perception and interpretation 

of people locally, nationally and internationally. 

We would be grateful to hear any comments or     

opinions, and encourage everyone to pray earnestly 

for the church and for the General Synod as it meets 

next month. 

You can read the House of Bishops paper in full here:  

https://www.churchofengland.org/media/3863472/gs

-2055-marriage-and-same-sex-relationships-after-the-

shared-conversations-report-from-the-house-of-

bishops.pdf 

With our blessings 

+Christopher Lincoln 

+David Grimsby 

+Nicholas Grantham 

ELKINGTON SNOWDROP WALK. 

A fine morning contributed to the success of the 

Snowdrop Walk and Soup Lunch organised by mem-

bers and friends of South Elkington Church on Satur-

day, February 18th. Over fifty walkers braved the 

muddy conditions in sturdy footwear in two teams 

led by Charlotte Whiting and Jill Day. They followed 

the old carriage way through the woods and Welton 

Vale where the snowdrops were a beautiful sight. 

The return was made by the track around Heron 

Lake recently dredged and refilled. Comments on the 

history of the area were made during the walk. 

 The Church Institute was filled to capacity by the 

time the non-walkers joined in at 12.15pm. Five vari-

eties of home-made soups were served  followed by 

cups of tea or coffee with delicious cakes and bis-

cuits and sausage rolls. There was an opportunity to 

purchase snowdrops “in the green”. 

Many thanks to all concerned who helped to make 

this a wonderful social occasion. 

Donations received will enable half the chairs in the 

Institute to be reupholstered. 

Jill Day. 
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The last date for submission of articles for the April 2017 Herald is Wednesday 22nd March, 2017. 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  


