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Sunday Services 

 9 30am SUNG MASS, CW1              3pm Baptisms (By prior arrangement) 

      News from  St Michael's 

St. James's Guild  

2016 Programme 

Tuesday January 12th.         2.15p.m.            General meeting 

Tuesday March 8th               2.15 p.m.           Vivienne Rowett explores The Book of Ecclesiastes 

Tuesday June 14th                2.15p.m.            Afternoon tea with Joyce Tennant at 

                                                                            25 Christopher Close, Louth 

Tuesday September 13th                                 Lunch to be arranged 

Tuesday  December 13th.     2.15.                  Christmas talk 

We meet in Church House unless stated above. You are very welcome to join us. 

For more information, please ring Nancy Loft on 01507 603580 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

BAPTISMS 

3rd March Elsie Michele Limb 

10th April  Alexander James Wilkinson 

  Nancy Willow French 

17th April Cody Arthur Archer 
  Ellamai Margarson 

 

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 

2nd April Matthew Blood with  
  Katie Maria Adams 

 

FUNERALS 

1st April Lucy Bell 
6th April Rosaline Florence Smith 

20th April Hanorf Hayward 

21st April Celia Mary Bourne 

26th April Olive Mary Pocklington 

     Words from 

     WELTON LE WOLD 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11.00am Holy Communion on the     
4th Sunday   

11.00am Morning Prayer on the       
2nd Sunday           

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 
2nd Sunday  

NEWS FROM SOUTH ELKINGTON 

Forthcoming Events 

MAY TIME SUPPER 

To be held at the Church Institute, South Elkington 
on Friday 6th May 2016 at 7.00 for 7.30. 

£15.00 per ticket. 

Proceeds to the re-decoration of  
All Saints Church,  Chancel. 

Contact Jill Day : 01507603998 

 

All Saints Open Day—June 11th 2016. 

 

SHORT WALKS AROUND  

SOUTH  ELKINGTON. 
Whit Sunday 15th May at 2.30pm 

£3 including refreshments. 
All walks start in Church lane, South Elkington and 

are with kind permission  of Charles Dobson. 

Length of each walk is approx. 2 miles. 

All WELCOLM but stout footwear please! 

Contact Jill  Day 603998 or Eileen Byrne 605371 

ALL PROCEEDS FOR CHRISTAIN AID. 

THE CHURCH INSTITUTE 

CHURCH LAN3E 

SOUTH ELKINGTON, nr LOUTH 

Is available for hire. £8.00 per hour 

Large Hall/Well equipped Kitchen(s) 

Ideal for children’s parties, receptions,  

meetings, keep fit etc., 

To view and book contact: 

Mr Charles Dobson 

Tel. 604632 
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St Barnabas Hospice Heads into 
summer with a spring in its step with a new Chief 
Executive Officer; Chris Wheway, who is bringing so 
much enthusiasm and ideas to the Hospice – its    
going to be an exciting year ahead.  

During the past year we have helped over 9,000 pa-
tients and their families living with a life limiting    
illness throughout Lincolnshire. It costs £9 million per 
year to be able to provide our services free of charge 
to families across Lincolnshire. 
 

The real cost of hospice care… 

PER YEAR - £9,000,000 

PER MONTH - £750,000 

PER WEEK - £173,077 

PER DAY - £24,725.27 

PER HOUR - £1030.22 

PER MINUTE - £17.17 

PER SECOND - 28p 

 

It is only with the generosity of people in the local 
community and local businesses donating to this  
fantastic Hospice that we are able to continue to care 
for so many people in our community! 
We are holding a remembrance event: Midsummer 
Nights Sentiments, at Louth Hospice on 31st July 
where the community is welcomed to come and   
enjoy the sounds of local singing group – zerode-
grees, who will entertain us during the evening as 
you tuck into a posh picnic, cakes and drinks, whilst 
celebrating and remembering loved ones past. Tick-
ets are priced at £8 and include drink on arrival,    
unlimited coffee and cakes during a beautiful evening 
of summer sun, music and memories. All welcome! 
 

Ladies, come along for a delicious two course carvery 
at The Bacchus Hotel, Sutton on Sea on June 28th, 
with after dinner coffee and a demonstration and 
talk from the Head Gardener at Woodthorpe Garden 
Centre who will help inspire and perfect your hang-
ing baskets and planters in time for summer! 
 

For more information about up and coming events, 
ways to buy tickets to Midsummer Nights Sentiments 
and the Ladies Lunch or for information on how to 
access our services please don’t hesitate to call Amy 
on 07442504651  
e-mail amy.reeve@stbarnabashospice.co.uk  
or access our website  
www.stbarnabashospice.co.uk 

Spring is hereSpring is here 

 

Visit St James’s 
Church 

and the shop 
 

Great  new gifts in stock for the new        
season. 

 

Fantastic selection of cards for 
every occasion, 

books, jewellery and gifts  

 

Whilst you are there….. 

 

Climb the 198 Spire Steps  

 

See the fantastic view from Yorkshire to the 
sea to the Wolds 

 

Get a badge of achievement! 

 

Take a personally guided tour of the Church 
and help the children use their own 

‘Children’s Guide’ 

 

Have a Heavenly Coffee –and eat Divine 
Chocolate! 

 

Support Fair Trade shopping 
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     Snippets from Stewton                                                    
SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday, 3rd and 5th Sundays 

 Mission in Action 

May is the month that the Church of England thinks particularly of the work of the Christian Aid and later this 
month Stewton will have their regular coffee morning to support this charity so why not come along on   
Tuesday May 24 to St Andrew’s to enjoy a brew and delicious cake? You will be made very welcome. 

Rev Robert Mansfield has returned from a visit to the remote community in Kenya which St Andrew’s has 
been supporting for the last twenty years. This was far from the “holiday brochure” type images of the     
country with a community struggling to come to terms with the effects of HIV/Aids and lack of basic food and 
clothing. Robert was able to make contact with significant people, including Kenyan government appointees 
in the area and proposals have been made which may go some way to alleviate a number of the problems. He 
was able to participate in the distribution of school uniforms funded by us to ensure these children can attend 
school. The task now is to raise adequate funds both here and in Kenya and to motivate organisations on the 
ground to work collectively to resolve these situations. While there is a small planning group working to moni-
tor and oversee progress, it is important to be aware of the difficulty of bringing together various groups with 
differing, but worthy, agendas. We at St Andrew’s are currently awaiting feedback from this group to ensure 
that our next funding can be targeted directly where it is required. Robert is planning to make a more com-
prehensive presentation to the Parish later in the year. Watch this space. 
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South Elkington Church 

Open Day 

Saturday 11th June  -   

10.00 am to 4.00 pm 

Join the fun and activities at All Saints Church 
Open day at South Elkington. Part of the national 
Cherishing Churchyards week, events are held to 
celebrate churchyards and burial grounds and to 
raise awareness of the treasures they contain. 
Lots of activities are on offer, from home-made 
refreshments and village stalls to quizzes, music 
and a family Songs of Praise to finish the day at 
3.30 pm The Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Ser-
vices will be there with the Gods Acre Rucksacks 
to help you explore the nature and history of the 
churchyard. 

PARKING:  South Elkington village—signposted on 
the day. 

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S 

LOUTH 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  

HISTORIC  CHURCH  

FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS. 

 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 
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TOWN & VILLAGE  
CLEANING SERVICES 

Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 
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HERE WE GO AGAIN 

EUROPE EXPLAINED 

By Pat Whistler 

Many will consider it arrogant to suggest that your 
scribe can ever add anything to the Great Debate, 
when there is so much to read and hear already 
from the Positives and the Negatives.  However, as 
a struggling session musician (in the Pub Session 
sense) I feel it is my duty to throw some sidelights 
on the whole issue. 

As I write, voting will shortly begin in an event of 
earth-shaking importance, in which the future of 
so many aspects of our daily lives depend utterly, 
and you should go into the question soberly and 
properly informed.  I am therefore putting togeth-
er some arguments which may help you to decide 
the all important question.  How to cope with the 
Eurovision Song Contest? 

I realise that, by the time you lift this sheet lan-
guidly from the wastepaper basket where the 
more sensible and busier members of your house-
hold have understandably consigned it, this year’s 
ESC will likely  be over.  However, there is still time 
to reflect on our national tactics for the future. 

TO WIN 

1) We simply must chum up to Russia.  That is 
the key to Eurovision success.  If your country has 
been rude to the bare-chested he-man Putin in the 
last year, basically, forget it.  By the time you read 
this Kirghizstan or Latvia will have won it, and 
good luck to them hosting it next time 

2) We should put someone in charge of the tel-
evision commentary who can be relied on not to 
rib, ridicule, mock and deride the worthies of oth-
er nations as they writhe, waggle, hop spasmodi-
cally, cavort and screech in their hideous native 
languages, clad in cardboard and silver paper 
robes and bizarre accoutrements.  Not that I am in 

any way biased in favour of our own lacklustre 
contribution. 

BUT! 

a) Do we really want to win?  Can the UK genu-
inely afford to host this interesting and remarkable 
circus, and if we do, to what useful or beneficial 
purpose? 

b) f we do win, how does that reflect on the 
level of musical talent in our fair country?  Given 
that we have, in this modest market town alone, 
more musical talent than will be on display in the 
entire mind-boggling extravaganza that is Euro-
vision, winning would suggest that we have pulled 
from our collective hat some hideously deformed 
and monstrous rabbit of unimaginable horror, and 
cannot better it, even for ready money (thank you, 
Oscar Wilde!) 

c) And most cogently, who cares? Not me! 

Of course, there is the other one, about the Com-
mon Market as we used to call it..  The most sensi-
ble commentary I have heard so far came from 
Yannis Varoufakis, and he pointed out the rise and 
rise of xenophobic petty nationalism and backyard 
mentality that afflicted Europe,not in 2016 but in 
the 1930s.   And look where that got us, that is, us 
in the sense of Europe and further afield.  In view 
of the complete absence of an unbiased factual 
analysis, a general feeling of unease will, I suspect, 
guide most voters one way or another. 

One thing does occur to me, though.  Historically, 
the higher in office a person has got, the less keen 
they have tended to be, to sever connection with 
the EU.  That’ll do me. 

Be wise, but above all, be happy. 
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Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 

Tel. 01507 600710 
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The last date for submission of articles for the  June Herald is Saturday 21st May 2016. 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

The Louth Cross 
 

Two substantial fragments of an Anglo-Saxon 
stone cross dating from the tenth century have 
been found in the garden of the rectory of St. 
James’s church in Louth, Lincolnshire: one during 
routine maintenance work undertaken by the 
church staff, and one subsequently during a more 
detailed search undertaken by the church verger, 
Christopher Marshall. He knew immediately that 
he was looking at something important and ex-
citing. 
 

Professor David Stocker and Mr Paul Everson, 
both experts on early church history, architecture 
and archaeology have identified the fragments as 
part of a pre-Conquest tenth century standing 
cross. 
 

This is the earliest Christian artefact yet found in 
Louth and it provides a tangible link between the 
present medieval church and documentary refer-
ences to an eighth and ninth century Anglo-Saxon 
monastery, and a tenth century shrine of St. Here-
frith in the town. The Louth monastery was im-
portant enough for one of its abbots, Æthelheard, 
to be made the Archbishop of Canterbury by Offa, 
the King of Mercia in 792. St. Herefrith was an An-
glo-Saxon bishop of Lindsey who died a martyr’s 
death when the monastery was attacked and de-
stroyed by the Viking raiders. A shrine was erected 
later to house his remains and it became a place 
of pilgrimage.  
 

This find offers proof that Louth was indeed a very 
important centre of Christianity at an early date. 
Therefore, it is now possible to trace the timeline 
of the development of Christianity here in Louth. 
This cross would have symbolised the full              
re-establishment of Christianity in the region.  
 

For the church community in Louth, therefore, this 
find is a source of immense happiness. Revd. Nick 
Brown, the Rector of St. James’s Church, Louth, 
says, “It is truly inspiring to find an object that may 
have been a focus for devotion and prayer many 

centuries ago here in Louth”. Reflecting on the 
significance of the cross, he pointed out that as 
people gather day by day to pray for the commu-
nities in and around Louth, it is a reminder that we 
follow in the footsteps of those who have gone 
before us. “ As well as knowing the names of 
saints such as Æthelheard and Herefrith, we have 
discovered a visible link with the early centuries of 
the Christian community of which we are a living 
part,” he added.  
 

Chris Marshall, the verger, added his comments, 
saying, “The Louth Cross was erected at a very im-
portant time in the development of Louth and the 
early church and so far, it is the only tangible evi-
dence that has been found from that period. It 
gives me tremendous pleasure to know that I was 
instrumental in finding it and I look forward to it 
being on display for future generations to see.” 

 

The conservation work will begin in the summer 
and the fragments of the10th century cross will be 
displayed later this year in St. James’s Church, 
Louth for the public to see. 
 

If you would like to know more about the Louth 
Cross please contact Jeannie Gurnham 01507 
609622 harjinder.gurnham@gmail.com 

 

On the front page is an image of the two                  
fragments of the sculpture to show how they may 
have fitted together. Despite the difference in   
appearance owing to weathering and how they lay 
in the ground, both are made from the same lime-
stone. The figure of Christ is visible clearly, as is 
the shape of the cross-head. The diagram on the 
right shows how it might have fitted on the cross. 
The photo was taken and prepared by Stuart Sizer. 
 
 
Paul Everson is an Honorary Research Fellow in History 
at the University of Keele. 

David Stocker is Honorary Visiting Professor in the In-
stitute for Medieval Studies, University of Leeds. 

 


