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Farewell  

Having been a curate here in the Team Parish of Louth for 
nearly three years, I would like to say a really big thank 
you to everyone who has encouraged, inspired, and at 
times challenged me as I have moved from being a Dea-
con to a Priest and now look to exercise that priestly min-
istry in a new     context. I am going to move to Lincoln in 
April 2018 to do an urban placement for a few months 
before finding a long-term appointment in the Church. 

Everyone is warmly welcome to attend my last     service 
in Louth, at St. James’ Church, 10am on    Sunday 22nd 
April.]  

It has been such a privilege to walk alongside many of you 
through times of struggle and of joy. I have seen God at 
work in many unexpected moments and am so grateful 
for the community here in Louth. May we live to do God’s 
will, and flourish. 

March 2018, Reverend Matt Harbage 
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Some notes from the Rectory…  
 

Eastertide  

 

Eastertide is a time for great joy. As the world around us comes to life after its winter, so 
we remember the transforming message of the Church’s Easter faith. With Good Friday we 
remember the depth of human pain and suffering as Jesus suffers an undeserved death up-
on the Cross. But Easter morning brings an overwhelming joy as we realise that there is 
more to see – more to understand. With Easter we see the boundaries of our experience 
broken down, we find the border between heaven and earth crossed, and we see that the 
perfect love of God transforming the darkness that can break in to human experience.  
 

We know that our world is not a perfect place – there is much that we do to cast a shadow 
over human experience. But Easter points us in a different direction – looking towards the 
love of God that gives us such a different perspective. The challenge that lies ahead for us 
is letting that depth of love transform our own lives, so that we echo the love of God which 
not only suffers on the Cross but triumphs in the empty Tomb. The challenge for us is not 
just to realise that there is more than meets the eye, but that heaven is possible here on 
earth – and we are called to be a part of it.  
 

Some changes to faces around the Parish  
 

During March and April we have said farewell to two people who, followed five years of 
valuable work at Trinity Centre, have moved on to pastures new: Ian Miles and Jayne Pegg. 
I know that many people will have already said their personal farewells, and I am sure that 
many people are grateful for all they have done to contribute to our work in the local com-
munity.  
 

We have been fortunate to find two people to replace them and just before Easter Jill 
Trafford has started working at Centre Administrator and Zoe Mcilfatrick as Projects Co-

Ordinator. Do pop in to Trinity Centre to meet them! Hopefully, a future edition of the Her-
ald will have a more fulsome introduction to them, and some pictures so that you can 
identify them with ease.  
 

During April we will also be saying farewell to Matt Harbage who, after three years of his 
curacy is moving to his final placement based at a parish in Lincoln. Again, I know that 
many will want to wish him well, and there will be an opportunity to do so after his last 
service in this parish – at St James’ on the morning of Sunday 22nd April.  
 

Finally, many of you will already know that we are looking forward to welcoming Arrabella 
Milbank as our next Assistant Curate. She will be joining us at the end of June, following 
the completion of her college-based training in Cambridge. 
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CHRIST IS RISEN 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

M ARCH  2018 

 

BAPTISMS 
4th March Ethan Louie John Bennett 

18th March Leo Anthony Betteridge 

 

 

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 
There were no weddings this month 

   

FUNERALS 
9th March Margaret Anthea Worrell 
12th March Janice Hood 

12th March Cyril Best 
13th March Jill Roberts Done 

19th March Marjory Selina Frazer-Smith 

  (Thanksgiving Only) 
 

     Words from  

     W ELTON LE WOLD 

 



 

   

Page 6 



 

   

Page 7 



 

   
Page 8 



 

   
Page 9 



 

   
Page 10 

New s from  the Shop 

The good news is that the Friends shop will be open 
again at Easter weekend.   

Now we have over 30 volunteers involved in welcom-
ing you to St James and helping you to choose the 
perfect card or gift for your family and friends.  

The card selection is better than ever and our range of 
gifts is gradually being expanded. Over the next few 
months you can read a little about the production of 
our Fairtrade items and hopefully you will be inspired 
to visit the shop and help the people who produce our 
lovely scarves, bags and tagua earrings and soapstone 
angels as well as Divine chocolate, delicious muesli 
and moreish ginger cookies. 

Tagua products are hand carved from tagua nuts, 
which are from a type of palm that grows in South 
American rainforests. Often known as vegetable ivory, 
tagua nuts are an environmentally sound alternative 
to animal ivory.   

Just Trade works with artisans from remote coastal 
regions of Ecuador, providing them with regular, fairly 
paid work. The project encourages the use of tradi-
tional craft skills using sustainable materials. 

Piano Concert 

St. James’ Church, Louth 

Friday April 13th 2018 

7:30 pm 

Robert Thompson - piano 

An evening of popular classics 

including 

Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata 

Schubert Impromptus and Moments 

Musicaux 

Debussy’s Clair de Lune 

Donations to St. James’ Church 
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 Snippets from  Stew ton  

 

The long anticipated Coffee mornings have restarted and are much welcomed after the long winter. 
While none of these events are run on a money making basis, any surpluses are utilised in the three 
charities which we support in Kenya Romania and Toilet twinning all around the world. It is good to 
see so many people in the building chatting and swapping stories and catching up with the news.  

We recently heard that a start has been made on the classroom in Wiyumiririe in Kenya for children 
with learning disabilities and we eagerly look forward to hearing of its progress which we will share 
will you. 

The snow in March made it difficult for members of the congregation to travel in poor driving con-
ditions however we did not miss a service and a hardy group made their way through the snow to 
join us. 

Once again the Lent sessions were well attended when we considered CS Lewis’s views as displayed 
in his writing. At times they were challenging and we were left to reflect on our own beliefs in the 
light of his work. 

 

NEW S FROM   

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

 

SOUTH ELKINGTON W I 

Members were treated to an evening of painting 
eggs, all prepared and blown by member Penny 
Dawson who was joined by her husband Richard for 
the evening.   The results were very colourful and 
much fun was had. 

South Elkington members are inviting people to 
come and have a coffee in St James Cafe on 
Wednesday 11th April, we look forward to seeing 
you and having a chat.  
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TOWN & VILLAGE  
CLEANING SERVICES 

Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 

Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 

St. James’s Guild 

Program m e for 2018 
 

Venue - Church House         -         Time 2.15p.m. 
unless stated otherwise 

 

For more information contact Jane Fletcher 
604132 or Jeannie Gurnham 609622 

 

 

Tuesday 8th May - John Loft as guest speaker - 
on bird life especially Merlins.  
Contributions for a bring & buy invited. All mon-
ey raised for the Children’s Society. 
Tuesday 12th June- Afternoon Tea at Tearoom 
in the Woods, Woodall Spa. 
 

Tuesday 10th July – A trip to Sutton-on-Sea or 
local Floral Festival 
 

Tuesday 11th September - Lunch at The Splash. 
Nearer time we will reserve a table and ask for 
numbers. 
 

Tuesday 11th December - Rev. Nick Brown talks 
on an aspect of Christmas. 
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W HY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE         

HERALD. IT HAS A CIRCULATION OF 

OVER 300. 

CONTACT EITHER JULIE AT THE     

DEANERY OFFICE OR THE HERALD 

EDITOR FOR PRICES. 

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 

 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS.    

 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 
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We’ve had the eggs … so 
w hat do we do now ? 

  

Festivals are great because they set a particu-
lar time aside which we make special. We hear the 
familiar story; we exchange presents and   perhaps 
send cards …. and then we move on. 

But is that how it should be for the Christian 
Church? It’s very easy for these times simply to 
become a memory, to be stirred when Easter or 
Christmas comes round again. But shouldn’t it be 
more than that? 

Eggs are Easter symbols because they speak of 
new life when the shell is smashed through and 
the chick appears. Here is new life; the egg has 
been transformed; the future has become pre-
sent. 

And that is what we mean, we say, by Resurrec-
tion Life: a new and different kind of being in the 
present as well as in the future because Jesus 
broke through the barrier of death. 

But we can’t just leave it there. Unless that new 
life is nurtured and formed it will die. The chick 
will never become a hen. 

So the eggs are broken open …. what now? How 
do we nurture that new life? How can it be    
transformed? What might this it look like? 

My thoughts turned to these questions as I was 
working on the Statement of Need (job descrip-
tion in other words!) for the Team Vicar post 
which is currently being advertised. It struck me 
that it isn’t just about the person we want but also 
about the context in which we are asking that per-
son to work. What are the signs of new life that 
will nurture and grow God’s Kingdom here such 
that it will attract someone to work here? 

Let me suggest some. 

The ministry team in the Deanery meets every day 
at either St James of Holy Trinity to pray   togeth-
er. Everything else stems from that. The world, 
your lives, our lives are laid before God for his 
blessing, encouragement and direction. Specific 
situations and people are named and time is taken 
to try and listen to God too. And we do that to-
gether.  

We are a team. All our work is collaborative. We 
meet regularly. We discuss and plan together. We 
don’t do on our own what we can do          togeth-
er. It is always stronger and better when tasks and 
projects are shared. Different skills, gifts and gen-
ders; different personalities and   experiences; dif-
ferent theological positions and churchmanships 
make for a richer understanding and a more rigor-
ous examination of what we are doing. 

Our work is world facing because we are in the 
world and the world determines the quality and 
context of all our lives. We resist the temptation 
to see the Church as a separate organisation that 
can be pigeon holed away into irrelevance; a holy 
club for members only.  

The new life Jesus brought is for all and in all. Our 
task is to find it and work with it where it is. That is 
why the work out of Holy Trinity Church Centre is 
so important. That is why the parish has financially 
committed itself to the Church Community Work-
er; that is why the Team Vicar will spend 40% of 
the time with education and schools; that is why 
we are involved with those organisations and insti-
tutions that affect the community life of us all. 

And what is true for the ministry team is of course 
true for us all. Our nurturing and growth takes 
place within the context of the community of 
which we are a part. We meet and show God 
there.  

The egg might have gone but out of it has come 
signs of new life. Encourage that life; grow that life 
… in you and in others too. 

 

Rev’d Stephen Holdaway 

From the April Herald  2008 
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The last date for submission of articles for the May 2018 Herald is Friday 20th April 2018 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

I have recently made my maiden speech in the 
House of Lords. You will find a copy of the speech 
on the diocesan website, but I began by thanking 
those who had made me welcome and referring 
to the beauty that surrounds us in our diocese 
and also the rugged, independent-mindedness of 
its people. 

During the speech I also referred to my working-

class roots and my early life in the former steel 
town of Consett, in north-west Durham, and the 
fact that I found faith and a vocation to the priest-
hood at the age of 13. The call to this vocation 
was a surprise to me, and a surprise that has not 
entirely left me; that God was calling someone like 
me to be a priest. 

This vocation has taken me to south London, 
Hampshire and Portsmouth, and, for the past six 
years, the Diocese of Lincoln, and my ministry in 
such settings informed the text for my speech, 
which was part of a response to the economy in 
the light of the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s 
Spring Statement. 

As I stated, there was much to welcome in what 
was announced in the Spring Statement. The light 
at the end of the tunnel, the modest improve-
ment in economic forecasts and the prospect of 
an increase in spending on and investment in pub-
lic services will be good news to the people of   
Lincolnshire, especially if what is devoted to      
Lincolnshire addresses the challenge we face. 

In our local context, we can see the challenges 
facing areas such as health and education and, as 
a result of climate change, our environment. We 
face such challenges while seeking to fulfil our   
duty to seek to create a fairer and more integrat-
ed society, where none feel ‘left behind’, and 
where every person is shown love and given the 
opportunity to flourish and fulfil their calling.  

As you read these words, we will have recently 
celebrated the joy of Easter. Lent, Holy Week and 
Easter present us with the opportunity to reflect, 
listen, prepare and resolve to act as we embrace 
the hope that is to be found in the message of res-
urrection. At this time of a personal new begin-
ning in the House of Lords, I resolve to offer a   
further public voice for the people of our diocese, 
and, with you, to continue to try to transform lives 
across greater Lincolnshire. 

With every blessing for Easter, 

+Christopher 

 

Sum m er Fair in the          

Parish ...... Saturday July 7 th.  

Have you booked this special date in your diary? 
It is July 7th when all the fun of the Fair is coming 
to  St James and the cobbles. There will be a 
bouncy castle, hot dogs, live music and ice 
cream, not forgetting cake stalls, tombola, 
plants, books & CD stalls. So come and share the 
fun on this exciting day as the Team Parish 
comes together.  

But we require some help ..... so we are asking 

you  

to search your cupboards, drawers and outhous-
es as we urgently need new tombola items val-
ued at least £1, any books CDs jewellery and 
scarves, toys, games and bric a brac. These can 
be left in the boes at the back of St James but if 
you are not sure what to send or if items need 
collecting ring Robert Mansfield on 327533. 


