
 

   

 The magazine of the Team Parish of Louth                                MARCH  2020 

  The Louth 
     Herald 

60p   

With the increase cost of paper and printing, it is with regret that we are having to increase the 
price of your Herald from 60p per issue (£6.00 per subscription year — 10 issues) to 65p per Herald 

(£6.50 per subscription year  -  10 issues) from 1st April 2020. We consider the Herald to be good 

value for the price.  
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Friday 6 March 2020, 4.00pm at St Mary's Church, Upgate 

Please note the change of time from previous years. 

'Rise!  Take Your Mat and Walk' 

The invitation is for everyone - men, women and children to join this Day of Prayer.  
Women of Zimbabwe have organised this years service. It is a country facing many 
challenges.  The traumas of armed conflict continue to affect Zimbabwean society, and 
prolonged drought threatens the livelihood of many as crops fail. We are encouraged 
to reflect on the difficulties and unrest that have plagued the country's people over 
many years, and to share the hopes they have for the future as they continue their of-
ten-turbulent journey towards full reconciliation.   

 

Refreshments will be served after the service. 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

FEBRUARY  2020 
 

BAPTISMS 

 
There were no Baptisms in February  

  

 

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 

 
There were no weddings in February  

 

FUNERALS 
3rd Feb David Amos Barker 
5th Feb Anne Siddle 
17th Feb James Robin “Rob” Seymour 
24th Feb James Douglas Brown 
25th Feb Helen Jepson 
28th Feb Monica Ivy Burton 
 

 

NEWS FROM  

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

South Elkington W.I has said goodbye to another long-
standing member, Anne Siddle. Anne’s cheerful na-
ture and smile will be greatly missed. 

15 of our members had a lovely lunch at the Kings 
Head at Louth at the end of January. Good food and 
lively conversation were the order of the day. 

At the February meeting we welcomed Di Grimshaw 
who gave a talk on the fabulous Joyce Grenfell but 
this was no normal talk. Di brought Joyce to life by 
acting out many of Joyce's best loved sketches. Her 
impersonations of Joyce were not only lifelike but ex-
tremely funny. Di was very well received by all our 
members. 

Our next meeting will be held at 7pm on the 
3rd March.  All visitors are guaranteed a warm        
welcome. 

ELKINGTON WALK 

On a perfect, sunny day, several members of 
South Elkington WI, along with other villagers who 
were led by Jill Day, took a walk through the      
valley to admire many beautiful swathes of snow-
drops. The walk was dedicated to Anne Siddle, a 
long-term WI member, who until her illness,     
organised their many walks, as well as recording 
each occasion in a beautiful photograph album.    

On arrival back at the Institute Hall, a welcome cup 
of tea and cakes were enjoyed by all, and             
donations made in memory of Anne. 
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It was interesting to me to see the little drawing by Harry 
Holmquest from a 1991 calendar showing the west end of 
the north aisle before the coffee shop was installed there 
(The Herald, February 2020). I’m sure many of the regular 
congregation may still remember the area this way but for 
those of us that don’t it is a useful record. I believe it is likely 
this drawing was done to record the area as it was prior to 
1991 before work began as plans for the new coffee shop 
must have been well in place by then. In the wooden screen 
to the side of the verger’s cupboard can be seen in fretwork 
the same date - 1991. Currently hidden by The Friends of St 
James’ board of photographs this date can probably be 
more easily seen, albeit back to front, from inside the      
cupboard. 

I had already been told by ‘Old Mole’ during research for my 
notes on the church memorials that the George Bradley  
altar tomb had been moved twice since being removed from 
its original position in St Stephen’s Chapel. George’s mother 
Jane Bradley, whose own ledger stone is under the carpet in 
St Stephen’s, had made provision in her Will for church   
officials to precaution against allowing burials too close to 
the tomb so as not to undermine it, and also for the periodic 
cleaning of it. There is now no fear of the former but it might 
be hoped that the latter might occasionally be entertained. 
It is credit to the accuracy of the artist’s pencil that he has 
noted the heraldic arms on 
the side of the tomb and 
that the crest is missing 
from the top. This would 
have been a black demi-
boar and had already been 
lost when William Monson 
recorded the tomb in St 
Stephen’s Chapel in 1833. 

It is generally well known that the old medieval font had 
been cleared out of the church when the ‘new’ one was in-
stalled during James Fowler’s restoration in 1868 and had 
found a new home, probably as a bird bath, in a garden 
along Westgate. I would still like to know at which property 
it resided and the date when it was returned to the church? 
If anyone can help with these details then please let us now. 
Presumably the font was installed, as in the drawing, at the 
west end of the north aisle on its return to the church and 
then removed to its current position at the east end around 
the same time as the tomb was moved ready for installation 
of the coffee shop in 1991.  

Another major feature of the drawing is the stained-glass 
window in the west wall installed in 1869 in memory of 
Charlotte Alington Barnard. She was the daughter of Henry 

Pye, a Louth solicitor living at The Cedars on St Marys Lane 
and she was a famous ballad writer of her day. It is regretta-
ble that the inscription along the bottom is now largely ob-
scured but the reading can be had from the stained-glass 
book on the table at the rear of the nave. 

The Caen stone memorial to William Allison who died in 
1844 is also shown on the north wall. He had been a        
successful Louth banker and a Warden of the Corporation 
and is buried at Asterby. There is a small framed description 
standing on the memorial and further details can also be 
had from the ‘Memorial and Heraldry’ file on the table at 
the rear of the nave. 

The last item is the black rectangle on the wall, now not eas-
ily readable. This is a memorial tablet to the Revd. William 
Panton Walker who died on 8th June 1889 aged 81. It       
informs us that it was erected in his memory by his friends 
at Louth and Norton, Durham County where he had previ-
ously been a curate. He had been at Louth for just 11 
months before his death. 

Chris 

I am aware this is a little late, but did you know? 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent and occurs 
46 days before Easter. It falls on a different date 
each year because it is dependent on the date of 
Easter.  

It can occur as early as February 4 or as late as 
March 10. This year it was the 26th February. 
 
Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice 
of placing ashes on the foreheads of adherents as a 
sign of mourning and repentance to God.  

The ashes used are typically gathered after the 
palms from the previous year's Palm Sunday are 
burned. 

The word Lent is an old Anglo-Saxon word simply 
meaning Length. The Anglo-Saxons realised that the 
days were lengthening and spring was on its way.  
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 Snippets from Stewton  

With the warmer weather approaching, we look forward to welcoming more visitors to St Andrew’s. We 
seem to be having an increased number of cyclists and walkers who enjoy the peace and quiet of this place. 
To that end, the church is open every day and we have a range of seasonal jams and preserves available in 
the porch together with a selection of books of all types for sale at bargain prices. Periodically we have a  
refresh of reading material and pass them on to a charity bookshop in Louth at which time we are pleased to 
welcome fresh donations. If anyone has any books, of any type, large or small quantities, they can either be 
dropped off in the church porch or they can be collected by calling Robert on 01507 327533. A new selection 
will be available from Easter onwards. 

The ever-popular Community Coffee Events have restarted on 4th Tuesday of each month. The next one will 
be on March 24th where there will be no high pressure selling, no raffle, no tombola no bric a brac. Just an 
opportunity to catch up with old friends over a cuppa and cake, or to make new ones in our ancient church. 
There are free refills and we can even organise cake to take way if you think it is a little too early in the day. 
We look forward to welcoming you. 

The Annual Church Meeting at Stewton is on Tuesday 31st March at 7.30pm, where we can reflect upon 
where we have been and what we have done over the past twelve months, and more importantly to make 
plans for the coming year.  
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The Guild of  
St. James’ 

Detailed information is available in our constitution. For any 
other information, please contact:  

Jeannie Gurnham 07581511220 or 01507 609622  

harjinder.gurnham@gmail.com  

Jane Fletcher 07896804915 or 01507 604132 

cjanefletcher@btinternet.com 

PROGRAMME FOR 2020 

Tuesday 17 March 2.15 p.m. Church House                              
A talk by Stuart Sizer on ‘Secrets of our local Churches’. 
Bring & Buy Sale to raise money for The Children’s Society. 

 Tuesday 19 May - Folk dancing - provisional. Details later. 
Bring & Buy Sale to 2.15 p.m. raise money for Christian Aid. 

 Tuesday 21 July - A visit to Doddington Hall near Lincoln. 
Travel: car share Please contact Jane Fletcher (01507 
604132) if you want a lift or if you are able to offer a lift. 
Time to be decided.  

Tuesday 15 September - Afternoon tea at Goltho Gardens. 
Travel: car share. Please contact Jeannie Gurnham (01507 
609622) to book a place and if you want a lift or if you are 
able to offer a lift. Departure time to be decided nearer the 
time.  

Tuesday 15 December 2.15 p.m. - Christmas Party Fun and 
Games. Details nearer the time. Bring & Buy; Secret Santa - 
contributions to the Trinity Food Church House Bank. Con-
tributions of seasonal food welcome. Tuesday 19 January 

2021 - Lunch at Ill Padrino’s & AGM (2.15 Church House). 
Details nearer the date.  

 

The St James's Craft and Chatter group 
were delighted to hear the positive comments 
about the banners made last year to decorate the 
pillars during and after the Christmas Tree festival 
and there are plans afoot to add to the collection 
for this year. The group which meets on Thursday 
mornings between 10.30-12.30 under the Tower in 
St James's are currently very busy working on a 
items to sell at the May Fayre and knitting chunky 
blankets and warm hats for Syrian Refugees. We are 
always keen to welcome new members and appreci-
ate the donations of wool and haberdashery which 
have come in useful to help us create useful and 
beautiful artefacts. The St James's Craft and Chatter 
group  

 were delighted to hear the positive comments 

about the banners made last year to decorate the 
pillars during and after the Christmas 

Tree festival and there are plans afoot to add to the 
collection for this year. The group 

which meets on Thursday mornings between 10.30-
12.30 under the Tower in St James's 

are currently very busy working on a items to sell at 
the May Fayre and knitting chunky 

blankets and warm hats for Syrian Refugees. We are 
always keen to welcome new members and appreci-
ate the donations of wool and haberdashery which 
have come in useful to help us create useful and 
beautiful artefacts. 

         

     Lent Lunches 2020 

 

 

Lent Lunches are in the Church Cafe   on Wednesday March 4th 11th, 18th,25th and April 1st from 
12.00- 1.30pm. Come along and invite your friends to support the local and international charities 
chosen by the hosts. Its a good opportunity to meet and share a meal while supporting good 
causes. See you there!  

mailto:harjinder.gurnham@gmail.com
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THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 
 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS.    

 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 
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The last date for submission of articles for the  APRIL Herald is Friday 20th March 2020 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

Lead theft in our diocese 

The past 12 months have been a particularly     dif-
ficult year for many of our parishes due to a  sig-
nificant rise in lead thefts. In total, 30 churches 
have been targeted, and despite the arrest of four 
suspects in December 2019 the problem has not 
abated – within the first two weeks of the new 
year two further thefts had taken place.  

Lead theft is a devastating crime not only for the 
parish, but also for the wider community. The cost 
involved for the replacement of the lead using 
terne-coated stainless steel – a far less attractive 
material for metal thieves – can be considerable. 
Most insurers will cover the cost of a replacement 
roof if the church is alarmed, has SmartWater and 
all of the appropriate signage. Where a church 
doesn’t have an alarm, but has the other precau-
tions it is likely the pay-out will be capped at 
around £7500. With the latter the net result is that 
parishes have to find the repair and reinstatement 
costs from a combination of church funds and 
charitable grant givers. 

On average the replacement of an aisle roof can 
cost in the region of £30,000, and a nave roof, with 
more scaffolding involved, can be as much as £70–
80,000. Therefore, it is in everybody’s interests to 
try and minimise the risk of lead theft from a 
church. With this in mind, and if there is lead at 
your church, here is some advice: 

· Make sure that where you already have 
SmartWater or similar it is up to date,    
registered and the appropriate signage has 
been installed. 

· If you have an alarm ensure it is checked 
regularly and serviced as required.  

· Be on the alert for suspicious activity 
around the church and ask parishioners 
who live close to the church to be espe-
cially vigilant. Any suspicious activity can be 

reported using the police 101 number, and 
if you think a crime is in progress then ring 
999. 

Further advice about lead theft can be found on 
the diocesan website, where there is also advice 
on what to do if the worst happens and who to 
contact in the diocesan Church Buildings depart-
ment if it does. 

Matthew Godfrey 

Historic Churches Support Officer, Diocese of Lin-
coln 

www.lincoln.anglican.org/church-buildings 

www.lincoln.anglican.org/News/protecting-
against-lead-theft 


