St. Stephen’s Chapel Stained Glass Windows
1. - East Wall (Catalogue No.30)

Apex –
1. Five small blue decorative panels around the arch.
2. Two top panels with angels and musical instruments Panel 1 - Two angels with Lute and Harp
Panel 2 - Two angels with Psaltery and Cymbals.
3. Four lower panels with angels, musical instruments and crowns
Panel 1 - Angel with Scroll inscribed 'Alleluia' - Angel with Harp.
Panel 2 - Group of five Angels with Trumpet, Psaltery, Harp and Crown.
Panel 3 - Group of five Angels with two Harps and Palm Branch (symbol of Martyrdom).
Panel 4 - Angel with a Scroll inscribed 'Alleluia' - Angel with Harp.
Subjects –
There are five lights in this window.
1. The group of seven chosen as Disciples with St Stephen kneeling (Acts.6:5).
2. Stephen giving reply to his accusers (Acts.6:9).
3. Stephen sees the heavens opening, just before he is martyred (Acts.7:56).
One of the men has a hat-band with the words ‘Holiness to the Lord’ (Exod.28:36).
4. Stephen being stoned (Acts.7:59).
5. Two men carrying Stephen’s body (Acts.8:2).
Quotations 1. ‘They Chose Stephen’ (Acts.6:5).
2. ‘Disputing with Stephen’ (Acts.6:9).
3. ’I see the Heavens Opened’ (Acts.7:56).
4. ’Lord lay Not this Sin to their Charge’ (Acts.7:60).
5. ‘Devout men carried Stephen’ (Acts.8:2).

Coats-of-arms –
At the foot of the window there are four coats-of-arms. Reading from left they are 1. ‘Vert a chevron between three leopards’ faces or’ (Fytche)
impaling
‘Azure three bucks trippant or’ (Green).
Reverend Stephen Fytche was vicar of Louth 1764-80 and rector of Withcall 1780. He died in 1799. The
arms are of Stephen and his wife Martha Green who was the niece of John Green, Bishop of Lincoln.
Stephen and Martha were the grandparents of Alfred Lord Tennyson the Poet Laureate by their daughter
Elizabeth who married George Clayton Tennyson on 6th August 1805 here in St James'.
2. ‘Or a torteaux between three crosses pattée fitchée gules’ (Fytche Ancient).
3. ‘Vert a chevron between three leopards faces or’ (Fytche)
impaling
‘Argent three bars gules in chief a greyhound courant sable’ (Skipworth).
These are the arms of Stephen’s grandson John Lewis Fytche (1816-1902) of Thorpe Hall who married
Susanna Skipworth in 1858. He was High Sheriff of Lincolnshire in 1865. John Lewis Fytche donated the
window and paid for the refurbishment of the chapel in memory of his grandfather Stephen in 1869. The
chapel was dedicated to St Stephen by the Bishop of Lincoln.
4. ‘Vert a chevron between three leopards’ faces or’ (Fytche)
impaling
‘Sable a wolf salient or in chief three estoiles of argent’ (Wilson).
These are the arms of Stephen’s son John Fytche of Thorpe Hall who married Anne Wilson. He died in 1855.
Dedication - The dedication below these shields is in Latin and is badly faded.
Glass-maker – Frederick Preedy, London 1869.
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2. - South Wall (Catalogue No.15)
Apex An Angel and a censing Angel.

Subjects Left - Jesus holding his head and weeping (John.11:35).
Centre - Mary sister of Lazarus and her sister Martha with Jesus. Mary is kneeling at his feet (John.11:32).
Right - Mary sitting at the feet of Christ. Nearby is Martha looking upset because she has to feed him
(Luke.10:39-40).

Quotations Left - 'Jesus wept' (John.11:35).
Centre - 'I am the resurrection and the Life' (John.11:25).
Right - 'For Mary hath chosen that good part' (Luke.10:42).

Dedication -

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF
CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH BOURNE AT REST 5TH SEPT 1885
Charlotte (née Gardner) was born in Peckham, Surrey about 1855. At the 1881 census she was living at 10
George Street, Louth with her husband Henry the brother of Mary Constance Bourne (window 13 South).
Henry’s mother Mary was also living there at that time. At the time of her death they were living at 12
Westgate, Louth.

Glass Makers - Elliot of George Street, London 1886.
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3. - South Wall (Catalogue No.14)
Apex –
Two Angels with Trumpets. The text under reads 'The Lamb that was Worthy is Slain to receive Power' (Rev.5:12).

Subjects –
Left - Angels with Christ after the 40 days of Temptation (Matt.4:11).
Centre - Jesus Baptised by John in the River Jordan (Matt.3:13).
Right - John the Baptist with Christ who is looking down at a Lamb (John.1:29).

Quotations –
Left - 'Behold Angels came and Ministered to Him' (Matt.4:11).
Centre - 'Then cometh Jesus unto John to be Baptised of him' (Matt.3:13).
Right - 'Behold the Lamb of God' (John.1:29).

Dedication -

To the Glory of God & in loving memory of Jane Samuel
who fell asleep in Christ March 13th 1879.
Jane (née Young) was born in Covenham and baptised there on 15th August 1819. She was the wife of
Abraham Samuel the goldsmith and watch and clock maker commemorated in window 6 South. They
married in Westminster on March 15th, 1860.

Glass Makers - Clayton and Bell 1882.
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4. - South Wall (Catalogue No.13)
Apex Two Angels bearing scrolls with running text –
'Jesus increased in wisdom and stature’ – ‘and in favour with God and man' (Luke.2:52).

Subjects Left - Jesus with the Doctors in the Temple asking and answering questions (Luke.2:46).
Centre - The Blessed Virgin and Joseph approaching the boy Jesus in the Temple (Luke.2:48).
Right - Leaving the Temple with his parents (Luke.2:51).

Quotations Left - 'After three days they found him in the Temple'.
Centre - 'Sitting in the midst of the Doctors both...'
Right - 'Hearing them and asking them questions' (Luke.2:46).

Dedications -

To the Glory of God and in memory of Mary Constance Bourne
by the friends who knew her and loved her.
At the 1861 census Mary Constance was living in Alford (age 12) with her mother Mary who was a
‘landed proprietor’ and a brother Henry (age 8). At the 1871 census she was a spinster living with her
mother Mary at 26 Upgate, Louth. She died in 1879. She was the sister-in-law of Charlotte Elizabeth
(window 15 South) who had married her brother Henry.

Glass Makers - Clayton and Bell 1881.

7

8

5. - South Wall (Catalogue No.12)

Apex Two Angels holding scrolls inscribed 'Alleluia'. On either side are the Holy Monograms 'XP' and 'IHC'.
Subject This is one scene 'The Nativity'. The Wise Men and Shepherds are visiting the Infant Jesus but the stable
has been transformed and enhanced. Even the shepherd's crooks are ornate (Matt.2:11). To the left are
the Wise Men - one looks very young. To the right are the Shepherds - One looks like a lady. Look for the
Star of Bethlehem.
Quotations Left - 'Emmanuel, God with us' (Matt.1:23).
Centre - 'Unto us a Son is given...'
Right - '...a Saviour which is Christ the Lord' (Luke.2:11).
Dedications -

In memory of Eliza Grantham who died at Louth Aug 13 1891 aged 79 years.
In affectionate memory of E and S Ashton.
In memory of Mary Morris who died at Brigg Aug 31 1877 aged 45 years.
There are three separate dedications with one on each light although there is an ASHTON connection in
both left and centre.
Left - In the census 1851 and 1861 Eliza Grantham was living in Stixwould and married to Thomas
Grantham a farmer of 478 acres employing 14 men and 5 boys. By 1871 she was living at 1 Upgate, Louth
with two servants and was ‘of independent means’. In 1881 she is described as a widow. She was the
daughter of Thomas Showler Ashton of Louth who died aged 73 in 1858. He is described as a gentleman
and farmer in White's Directory of 1856 and living on Upgate.
Centre - There were several Ashtons in Louth with these initials. Thomas Showler Ashton had a daughter
Eliza (see above) and his wife's name was Susannah (died 1870). There had previously been a vicar at St
James’ - Stephen Ashton (1730-1764) whose second wife’s name was Elizabeth & etc. There are many
other E and S combinations possible and so without a date and the full names it is currently
impossible to be certain for whom these initials are intended.
Right - No details have been found for Mary Morris other than the registration of her death at Glanford
Brigg on the date given in the dedication.
Glass Makers - Clayton and Bell 1880.

A Catalogue with full descriptions of all the stained glass windows in St James’s
Church is available from the church gift shop.
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