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  Christmas Tree Festival 2018 

The St James’s  Christmas Tree Festival will take place between December 7th– 9th 
and should prove to be an event well worth visiting with over 50 businesses, local 
groups and schools entering trees to  create a spectacular display in the run up to 
the festive season whilst helping to raise funds for the upkeep of  St James’s.     
The public will be invited to vote on the best tree and prizes will be awarded. 

 

 

The  Church will be open for viewing free of charge between 10.30 – 4pm on  Friday 7th with an    
evening launch event at 7.30pm when Mulled wine and Mince Pies will be served to entry ticket   
holders ( tickets on the door). 

 

Opening times on Saturday 8th are between 10.30- 4.00pm with the arrival of St Nicholas at 3pm. 
and Choral Evensong  for the festival of St Nicholas at 4.00pm 

On Sunday 9th Sung Eucharist Service at 10.00am followed by viewing 11.30 – 4.00pm with 
Christingle Service at 4.00pm and Choral Evensong at 6.00pm 

There will be a Raffle, some stalls, Tombola and refreshments available throughout the Festival.  With 
this in mind we urgently need Raffle and Tombola prizes and if you can offer a couple of hours to help 
us to man the event we would be very grateful..  
 

Please contact Jane Fletcher (cjanefletcher@btinternet.com) 07896804915  

Sue Hamilton (susieham1854@gmail.com)  07985247722 or GregGilbert
(greg.gilbert@teamparishoflouth.org.uk)   

to discuss the ways in which you would be willing to support the event. 

 

mailto:cjanefletcher@btinternet.com
mailto:susieham1854@gmail.com)%20%2007985247722
mailto:greg.gilbert@teamparishoflouth.org.uk
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PARISH REGISTERS 

NOVEMBER 2018 

BAPTISMS 

4th Nov Amelia Madge 

4th Nov Maggie Clark 

18th Nov Martha Phoebe Bird 

25th Nov Harper Louise Theobald 

25th Nov Aurelia Pillans 

  

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 

No weddings in November 

  

FUNERALS 

12th Nov Christopher Roderick Beecroft 

14th Nov Joyce Mary Maltby 

20th Nov Christine Bannister 

22nd Nov William Dennis Caudwell (ashes) 
26th Nov Thomas Eric John Brooker 

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 

 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR HISTORIC CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.    

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 

St. James’s Guild 

Programme for 2018 
 

Venue - Church House         -          
Time 2.15p.m. unless stated otherwise 

 

For more information contact Jane Fletcher 
604132 or Jeannie Gurnham 609622 

 

Tuesday 11th December - Rev. Nick Brown talks 
on an aspect of Christmas. 

WASSAIL 

"A Christmas Extravaganza of seasonal 
songs and magical moments." 

 

The Trinity Centre,  Louth 

  On Friday, December 14th, at 7.30pm 

Tickets (to include light refreshments), 
available from 

Pat Neale, 01507 610143, 

St. James’s Guild 

NEWS 
 

The Guild of St. James’s adopted a new               
constitution at the Extraordinary Meeting held on 

20th November in Church House. 
 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 11th           
December when Revd. Nick Brown will give a talk 
on ‘The Women in the Christmas Story’. There will 

also be a ‘Bring ‘n Buy’ sale, Secret Santa, and    
Festive food.  

Please bring contributions to all three.  
The AGM and Dinner will be held on Tuesday 15th 
January 2019. All welcome.  For more information, 

contact Jeannie 609622 or Jane 604132. 
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 Snippets from Stewton  

Our successful Community Coffee Mornings which ran through the year to November will be having a break 
in December and January and will re-start again on Tuesday February 26th. So it is something to look forward 
to, make a note in your new diary for coffee, cake and chatter. 

With the start of Advent we have decided to do a Reverse Advent Calendar. Not heard of that before? It is 
quite simple. Instead of taking out a gift on each day of December, we are putting in something instead, so 
we are encouraging members of the congregation to contribute an item to the Food Bank. Clearly if      
somebody wishes to give 24 items that would be wonderful, but individual items are also equally valid. Lists 
of goods needed are available in church. The items will be collected at the Carol Service and taken to Trinity 
the following day. 

Our annual Carol Service takes place on Sunday 16th December at 3 o’clock. Those of you who have been 
before will know to come in good time to ensure the best seats in the House! There will be seasonal carols 
and readings followed by refreshments. Do come and join us if you can.  

Please note. There will be no service at St Andrew’s on Sunday 30th December (a combined service will be 
held in Louth for the parish), but Christmas Morning Communion will be held on December 25th at 9.30am. 

 

NEWS FROM  

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTH ELKINGTON WI  

After a busy summer members met in October 
for their Harvest Supper prepared by committee 
and members. The November meeting members 
were given a "Chocolate Tasting" with Duffy 
from Duffy's Chocolate Studio. From very bitter 
to sweet, much enjoyed by all.  The competition 
was a hand decorated box, some beautiful     
examples, 1st Penny Dawson, 2nd Sheila Evans, 
3rd Val Gothard. Flower of the month 1st Penny 
Dawson, 2nd Ann Keighley, 3rd Pat Brandall.  A 
food parcel has been sent for the World       

Kindness Day.  Members are meeting at Louth 
Golf Club at 10.30 on 22nd November for coffee 
and a chat, followed by a walk weather               
permitting. Craft group have been busy preparing 
Christmas decorations from recycled plastic for 
the Christmas Tree Festival. 

COUNSELLOR 

Highly experienced therapist,  

MBACP accredited. 

Most issues addressed, do call to discuss. 

 

VICKI METZGER 

07885520835 

vicki.champion@gmail.com 
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1902 Sketch of the Tower Arch. 
Our retired verger Chris Marshall and now 
a Church Guide sent me this sketch of St 
James. 

Notice the font and the Angels. You could 
be fooled into thinking our church had 
these wonderful carvings. The ornate font 
cover and beautifully carved angels would 
have looked magnificent at the turn of the 
century if they had been there. The sketch 
is in the style of Romanticism and is the 
artists imagination that created them. Font 
covers were used to protect the Holy         
Water and to stop its theft for other       
purposes than services. Some books say 
witches were after the water. 

On my travels I have seen a magnificent 
cover in Beverly Minster, well worth a visit 
if you are in that beautiful town. 



Page 15 



 

   
Page 16 

The last date for submission of articles for the  FEBURARY 2019 Herald is Saturday 19th January 2019 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

November was a time of remembrance. The Feast of 
All Saints, the Feast of All Souls, and we also remem-
bered the end of the First World War.  

There was not a single family in Britain, France and 
Germany unacquainted with grief; nor a corner of life 
unaffected. I was in Boston Stump for a festival of    
remembrance that included several exhibits about the 
impact of the war on the lives of the people of Boston.  

For me the most graphic image was a street map of 
Boston in 1918 on which a black dot had been placed 
on each house where a family member had died in 
that conflict. Boston was much smaller then, but there 
was hardly a house without one or more dots – 200 in 
all. 

Rather than people returning to a land fit for heroes, 
the soldiers who returned came home to unemploy-
ment and to a nation that did not show gratitude to 
those who fought for it. We have begun to learn this 
lesson. 

War also led us to understand the nature of God in a 
different way. 

During the war itself and in the decades that followed 
we uncovered something new in our understanding of 
God. Put simply: if God is loving and all-powerful, how 
could evil be allowed to flourish on this devastating 
scale? And why would we continue to trust in a God 
indifferent to our fate? 

One person who wrestled with these questions was 
Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy. He was an army chaplain 
who earned the nickname Woodbine Willie for      
handing out cigarettes to the troops at the same time 
as copies of the New Testament. 
 

Woodbine Willie insisted on being on the front line 
with the troops whenever he could. Those battlefield 
experiences forced him to confront depths of evil and 
suffering which few of us will ever see. 
 

Having entered the war with a secure faith in God and 
an abstract notion of evil, he ended it being absolutely 
certain of the existence of evil as a real force at work 
in the world. The challenge, then, was to find a way to 
reconcile all that he had seen in the trenches with the 
existence of a God who was worth believing in. 
 

For Woodbine Willie, hope came with an understand-
ing that God was no longer the almighty force of his 
pre-war understanding, able to prevent humans from 
harming one another if he so chose. Instead, God was 
present in the heat of battle, suffering along with     
humanity, in the intolerable conditions of the     
trenches, in the endless slaughter of young lives. God 
was characterised not by force and power, but by 
love; no longer remote from all that was going on, but 
intimately connected with it and suffering through it. 
 

God has planted in each one of us the greatest        
potential for love; and yet, evil exists and because evil 
often expresses itself in violence it has to be            
confronted with force and violence, whether between 
nations or within a nation. 

After the war, despite everything he had seen, Wood-
bine Willie was able to write, ‘The universe is as an 
“unfinished movement” in which the underlying     
melody is love.’ 

The God we believe in brings love out of hate; light out 
of darkness; justice out of oppression; good out of 
evil; life out of death. This is our God, and his name is 
Love. Our acts of remembrance during November 
helped us to prepare for the season of advent as we 
remember the first coming of Christ and prepare for 
his second coming. To remember helps us to be   
mindful of what it means for Christ to be born in us 
today. 

With every blessing, 

+Christopher 


