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News from   
St Michael's 

Fundraising for the upkeep of       

St James’s 

The Christmas Fayre at St James’s was a great success, 
raising in excess of £2,300. The atmosphere on the day 
was fantastic, with a variety of music making from choral 

groups, pianists and bell-ringers to recorders providing a 
festive feel to the general hubbub around the church. 
We are grateful for the generosity of many local busi-
nesses who provided some fantastic raffle prizes, to the 
many groups and organisations who rented  stalls and to 
the hundreds of people who came along and supported 
the event and enjoyed the produce on sale and the deli-
cious refreshments from the cafe. It was a great team 
effort. 

    Lent Lunches 2018  

    
 

 

 

 Lent Lunches will be in the Church Cafe 
this year 

on Wednesdays during Lent (14th, 21st, & 28th 
Feb, 7th, 14th & 21st March). We will need hosts 
to provide a simple lunch like soup and a roll or 
bread and cheese. Please contact Jane Fletcher 
on 01507 604132 if you are willing to be a host 
between 12-1.30 on any of the above dates. Also 
if you cannot host but would like to donate    
provisions please get in touch. 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

DECEM BER 17 / JANUARY 18 

BAPTISMS 
3rd Dec Teddy Brian Goy 

17th Dec Noah George Wright 
21st Jan Albert Henry Tozer  
 

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 

No Weddings    

FUNERALS 
4th Dec Martin John Briggs 
4thDec Michael Gibson 

21 Dec Bryan Walter Coxon 

22nd Dec Graham George Oakes 
2nd Jan Charles Terence Bench 

3rd Jan Ethel Margaret Wells 
3rd Jan Michael Edward Goldby Jr 
4th Jan Ronald William Stephenson ‘Ron’ 
4th Jan Kenneth Dannatt 

17th Jan Shirley Moncaster 
23rd Jan Leslie Walter Whitehead 

24th Jan Elsie Unwin (Ashes) 
25th Jan Alfred Paul Wiles 
30th Jan Derek Smith 

     Words from  

     W ELTON LE WOLD 

 

St. James’s Guild  
 

Venue - Church House  
     
Next meeting on Tuesday 12th December has a 
Christmas theme. Please bring a small present, 
costing no more than £2.00 for Santa’s Lucky 
Dip. 

 Looking forward to seeing everyone.  
Church House at 2.15 p.m. 

Jeannie Gurnham 

The Thursday m orning Craft 

and Chatter group...  

joined with the  Trinity Energise Me Carers and 
Volunteers for the Dementia Cafe  for a demon-
stration of festive floral decoration making in   

St James’s guided by  Ann Snowden            

It was a very enjoyable session with some excel-
lent decorations being created by all who 
attended and a big thank you goes to Jayne 
Pegg for organising the event. We look forward 
to more joint practical sessions in the future. 

Follow ing the very successful 

Sm iley Bag Collection in November when 90 
bags with items for refugee children were sent to 
Syria through the Samara’s Aid project, the Louth 
Churches for Refugees group will be asking all the 
churches in Louth to contribute items for 2 boxes, 
one of Mother & Baby items and another for 
women escaping ISIS. The boxes will be in church 
between the first week of February and the end of 
March and there will be a list of specific items 
needed.  Your support is much appreciated. 
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You may remember the successful fair that was held in 
July 2016 on the cobbles at St James when people from 
across the districts of the Team Parish of Louth worked to 
show what can be done when we pull together. 

Make a note in your diary for July 7 2018 when once again 
we will see the idea being repeated but on a bigger scale, 
still with the notion of us all working together but this 
time calling it Louth Summer Fair so that its appeal is wid-
ened to the people of Louth, visitors and residents alike. 
Last time the thought may have been it was just for 
churchgoers, hence the change of name. A dedicated 
group of people is working hard to organise it, but we 
could still do with a representative from each district, so if 
your     district is not represented why not ring Robert 
Mansfield on 327 533. By working together no one person 
is asked to do too much. We are  currently meeting about 
every 6 weeks to plan the event. The Fair itself will then 
showcase what we can do as a church. It will be a fun    
family event. 

At the moment there are collection boxes at the back of St 
James for books, CDs, toys, scarves, jewellery and tombola 
items. Larger can be collected by phoning 327 533. It is 
not too early to sort out stuff for us. Later we will be ask-
ing for cakes and plants, so if you are a baker or green 
fingered we would also welcome those contributions 
nearer the time. 

had any!’ In the event, he came well prepared, having 
done his own research commendably.  
 

We learnt about the origins of the festival of Christmas, 
like Easter, falling, as a convenience, on pagan festivals like 
Deus sol Invictus - the unconquered sun - observed on 25 
December; Saturnalia observed between 17-23 December 
and the Winter Solstice which has been celebrated in the 
northern hemisphere for centuries on the longest night 
and a time of greatest darkness. It is clear why the Chris-
tian symbolism of Jesus as the ‘Light of the World’ fits well 
with this background. Pope Julius in 350AD proclaimed 25 
December as the official celebration of the birth of Jesus. 
Of course, the Orthodox still celebrate Christmas on 6/7 
January because of the Gregorian calendar. 
 

Fast forward to the 21st Century, many of the pagan sym-
bols live on, for example, Matthew pointed out that Mis-
tletoe was sacred to the Celtic Druids, the Norse and to 
the native American Indians because it remains green 
throughout winter when all other plants die back. Druids 
also thought that the plant had power to cure infertility 
and ward off evil. Thus, our own tradition of ‘kissing under 
the mistletoe’. 
 

Before we had the opportunity to talk about our own ex-
periences of what Christmas means to us, Matthew talked 
about a variety of countries and traditions different from 
our own Christmas, which was fascinating. For example, in 
the Philippians, formal Christmas starts on December 16 
when people go to pre-dawn mass everyday until Christ-
mas Day and celebrations continue to the first Sunday in 
January when Epiphany or the Feast of Three Kings is cele-
brated. We too celebrate Epiphany with a supper after the 
Evensong - and if you have not been, make a point of go-
ing next year. 
 

Christmas Eve is very important in many countries and 
some Christians stay awake all night to welcome Jesus’s 
birth at mid-night with a big feast - like in Peru where 
Christmas Eve is called La Noche Buena: the Good Night. In 
Germany, presents are exchanged on Christmas Eve where 
it is a bigger Feast Day than Christmas day. Our own tradi-
tion of writing to Father Christmas reflects some of the 
European traditions. In Germany, children write to ‘das 
Christkindl’ asking for presents; ‘Christ-kind’, like Christ; in 
Nurnberg, a young girl is chosen every year to represent 
Christ in a parade. She wears a long white and gold dress, 
has long blond curls and wears a gold crown and wings like 
an angel. 
 

Nativity scenes are a part of most Christian celebrations of 
Christ’s birth. Here schools perform nativity plays and 
there are displays of the stable scenes in most towns, vil-
lages and churches. Many countries have specially carved 
nativity scenes, some simple some very elaborate. In Rus-
sia, Grandfather Frost made an appearance when Christian 
symbols and celebrations were banned in the Soviet era.   
Our own Christmas favourites and memories were shared 
enthusiastically. Margaret Ottaway remembered the     

St. James’s Guild: December Meeting 
 

Revd. Matthew Harbage was our guest speaker in Decem-
ber, which is traditionally the Christmas meeting and he 
had chosen to talk to us about ‘Christmas around the 
World’;  a very interesting talk it was.  Matt breezed in 
cheerfully with his flip chart and a collection of pens, leav-
ing us wondering what we were in for. We had all seen his 
entries in the Parish Newsletters for weeks before asking 
for a 100-200 word description of Christmas elsewhere 
done differently to Louth. I asked him whether he had had 
any responses (knowing from experience that most people 
do not respond!), he made a rotating hand gesture which 
could have meant anything. Then he said, ‘well, no, not 
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 Snippets from  Stew ton  

Spring must be on its way. We are re-starting Community Coffee on Tuesday February 27th. Never been? Do come 
and join us. These are totally informal occasions running from 10am to 12noon and continuing through to 4th 
Tuesday in November, giving people the chance to socialise, to drink teas or coffee, not forgetting the cake. We 
even do a take away cake service if it is too early in the day to eat it there and then! It’s a great opportunity for 
people to meet. 

This year’s Lent Activity at St Andrew’s starts on Monday 12th February from 7pm to 9pm (see advert elsewhere in 
this publication). Our discussions were well received last year and we hope they will achieve similar success this 
year. 

Our recent Quinquennial Inspection went well with no major problems identified but it is surprising how much 
the “smaller” issues will cost to rectify!  

Many of you will be aware of our involvement with a community in a remote district in Kenya and our pledge to 
support the building of a classroom in the village for children with learning disabilities who are currently so disad-
vantaged. We sincerely want to thank everybody who helped in any way, particularly with the campaign that ran 
in the second half of 2017 to enable us to raise this magnificent sum; and to remind you that every penny raised 
went towards the project and in this way we can have a direct influence on the lives of those who need our help 
so desperately.  

And we can now report that at Christmas we were able to send £5000 to be added to any other money raised 
locally to enable the project to be started. Watch this space. It is our hope to revisit the community once it is 
completed to take part in the celebrations. 

tragedy that overtook her family years ago and how she 
always pays tribute to members of her family at this time 
of year for their endurance. Family seemed to be at the 
core of celebrations for most of us. I said, I particularly like 
the hushed silence of Christmas Eve.  
The talk finished with this lovely prayer: 
May we too find reasons to praise God this Christmas time 
and learn from the Christ Child. May the joy of angels, the 
eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise 
men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of 
the Christ-child be yours this Christmas.  
Amen 

The meeting finished with delicious Christmas delicacies 
and a cuppa and a chat. 
Thank you, very much Revd. Matthew Harbage, for a very 
interesting talk.  
If you missed it, our next Christmas talk will be from Revd. 
Nick Brown so put it in your diaries. The Guild Programme 
is now available. Do come and join us. The Guild is open to 
all - men, some, old, young etc. 
Give me a ring if you want to know more.    
 

Jeannie Gurnham (609622) 



 

   
Page 12 

 



 

   
Page 13 

TOWN & VILLAGE  
CLEANING SERVICES 

Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 

Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 

St. James’s Guild 

Program m e for 2018 
 

Venue - Church House         -         Time 2.15p.m. 
unless stated otherwise 

 

For more information contact Jane Fletcher 
604132 or Jeannie Gurnham 609622 

 

Tuesday 13th March – Rev.Janet Turville a visit 
to the Holy Land 

 

Tuesday 8th May - John Loft as guest speaker - 
on bird life especially Merlins.  
Contributions for a bring & buy invited. All mon-
ey raised for the Children’s Society. 
Tuesday 12th June- Afternoon Tea at Tearoom 
in the Woods, Woodall Spa. 
 

Tuesday 10th July – A trip to Sutton-on-Sea or 
local Floral Festival 
 

Tuesday 11th September - Lunch at The Splash. 
Nearer time we will reserve a table and ask for 
numbers. 
 

Tuesday 11th December - Rev. Nick Brown talks 
on an aspect of Christmas. 
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W HY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE         

HERALD. IT HAS A CIRCULATION OF 

OVER 300. 

CONTACT EITHER JULIE AT THE     

DEANERY OFFICE OR THE HERALD 

EDITOR FOR PRICES. 

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 

 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS.    

 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 

 

NEW S FROM   

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

 

 

SOUTH ELKINGTON W I welcomed Adele Lee to 
their January meeting.  She introduced members to 
Extend exercises.  We all took part with a lot of fun 
and laughter. Members discussed and voted on the 
Resolutions for the AGM. A minute silence was held 
in memory of Margaret Blackmore. The Craft Group 
is starting on 22nd Jan, the Supper Club on 25th Jan 
and the Walking Group will start up in the spring. 
Our February speaker will tell us about Tiffany Glass 

New members very welcome, if anyone is interest-
ed just call President Val Gothard on 622778. 
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HOM E SECRETARY HONOURS           

VOLUNTEERS FOR SERVICES TO       

 LINCOLNSHIRE POLICE 

 

I am proud to announce our team of Police      
Support Volunteers, coordinated by Sergeant   
Caroline Broughton and Mel Cowell, who          
befriend and advise elderly and vulnerable people 
in Lincolnshire about staying safe from crimes 
were honoured at an awards ceremony in London 
last week. 

Lincolnshire Police set up the Repeat Elderly    
Vulnerable Intimidated Victim Engagement 
(REVIVE) scheme, which has helped protect    
people from falling victim to doorstep crime, 
scam mail, hate crime and mate crime. 

The REVIVE team makes vulnerable people aware 
of crimes, freeing up police officers to concen-
trate on other work. 

Myself and six other Police Support Volunteers 
were nominated by Lincolnshire police and we 
won the prestigious Team Award at the Lord    
Ferrers Awards last week. 

The Lord Ferrers Awards recognise the outstand-
ing contributions of Special Constables, Police 
Support Volunteers and Volunteer Police Cadets. 
They also acknowledge the support employers 
offer their local force by allowing volunteers time 
away from work. 

 

Home Secretary Amber Rudd said: 

“The Lord Ferrers Awards celebrate the 
professionalism, dedication and sacrifice 

shown by Special Constables, Police    
Support Volunteers and Cadets. 

“I am delighted to award the REVIVE 
team for the vital contribution they have 
made to Lincolnshire Police and the local 
community.  

“I want to thank all the nominees for 
their commitment and drive and for mak-
ing a real difference in the communities 
where they serve.” 

Sergeant Caroline Broughton, who coordinates 
REVIVE alongside Mel Cowell, said: 

“We are so very proud of our volunteers 
and it is fantastic that their work is being 
recognised through this award. The pro-
ject is the culmination of several months 
planning and from the outset we have 
been met with enthusiasm and commit-
ment from all of the team. 

“They are so dedicated in what they do 
and their support and dedication has 
seen some great results. I think the key 
factor is that they all care about the    
people in their communities and want to 
make a difference. It is an amazing and 
inspiring project to be part of and that is 
completely down to them.” 

As for myself, it has been a very big privilege    
indeed to have been able to work with Lincoln-
shire police supporting vulnerable people in our 
communities. It is often just by listening that 
crimes can be prevented or nipped in the bud.  

I want to thank the force for the opportunities 
they have provided. Volunteering with the police 
has given me the confidence to explore new     
dimensions of faith and work.  

 

Alan Gurbutt 
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The last date for submission of articles for the March 2018 Herald is Saturday 17th February 2018 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

Dear Friends, 

‘Well, if he thinks he’s going to get me talking about 
my faith, he’s got another thought coming!’ The reac-
tion of a churchwarden (not of this diocese) to the sug-
gestion made by a particular bishop that they might 
have a mission in his diocese, where they tried to 
share what they knew of Jesus to people who had not 
yet made the same discovery. 

It is a sad, but reasonably common, response. Faith 
seen as a private affair, something we’re reluctant to 
talk about even with our friends, those we trust, let 
alone those we might not know as well. Maybe we’re 
afraid of being asked questions to things we haven’t 
got the answers for. Maybe we’re afraid of being 
thought of as strange. For whatever reason we keep 
firmly quiet, which means those around us are pre-
vented from discovering the treasures we know – the 
difference that Jesus can make in an ordinary life, even 
like ours. 

By contrast, one of the things that all three of the bish-
ops in our diocese are looking forward to this year, in 
response to a challenge from the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, is to work with our second-year curates and 
their parishes to see how, together, we can creatively, 
intentionally and appropriately share what we know to 
be true with those we are in contact with. That is, 
across the diocese, in a variety of ways, simply sharing 
what God means to us, in the hope that others will 
open themselves up to all that he might have for them 
as well. 

We have a prayer that has been written for these 
events. Perhaps, at the start of this year, it is a prayer 
you could use too: 

Almighty God, source of our hope and all good things, 

You call us in love to share in your work of making your 
love known to all. 

Bless, we pray, all that we do in sharing the story of 
your love  

with those amongst whom we live, 

that through us they may catch a glimpse of the love  

you have for each one of us, 

and find their place within it themselves. 

With every blessing, 

Bishop David 

Trinity Centre Health and Wellbeing Food 
Service 

The Team Parish of Louth in Partnership with Talk Eat Drink (TED) East Lindsey 
has launched a new meal on wheels service in September 2017 based at the 
Trinity Centre.   During 2017 it was identified that many older people who are 

often alone and 
isolated needed 
a meals on 
wheels service to 
provide them 
with at least one 
hot meal per 
day.  

Staff at the 
Trinity Centre 
have been suc-

cessful in applying for funding from TED for a year to provide a meals and 
wellbeing service. 

A new cook has been employed to provide a well-balanced and nutritious 
meal to those who require them also we have been fortunate in securing the 
support of a number of kitchen volunteers to support the preparation of the 
meals.  

Sam Gilbert (Cook) explained “that her aim was to deliver home cooked nutri-
tious meals to people “  

The meals part speaks for itself but the wellbeing element is a physical check 
of those in receipt of a meal to ensure they are well and either looking after 
themselves or being looked after properly. Already we have identified a num-
ber of clients who need additional support and either their relatives or agen-
cies have been informed of any issues that have arisen. 

To help us deliver the service we have recruited both volunteer kitchen assis-
tants and drivers to deliver the food. 

Greg Gilbert Community Outreach Manager” explains that the service was 
needed for many older people in Louth.  It also enables those delivering the 
food to ensure people are looking after themselves. If not we can contact the 
appropriate organisation/agency or family member to ensure that they are 
aware of the situation. 

Lunch meals include a main and a pudding and are available from Monday to 
Friday at a cost of £5.60 per day and are deli8vered hot to your door. 

If you would like more information or would like to order a meal then please 
contact the Trinity Centre on 0791 096 3190 or tyrini-
ty@teamparishoflouth.org.uk 

Greg Gilbert 

Community Outreach Manager 


