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The official launch on June 19th at Nichol Hill Methodist Church at 7.30pm where there will be an op-
portunity to hear about the national and local plans, ask questions and enjoy music and refreshments 
see http://louthchurchesforrefugees.org.uk/ for details. 

 

 

Louth Sum m er Fair 

Sat 7th July 10.30-3.00pm  

at St Jam es Church, Westgate. 

 

A lively, traditional fair w ith stalls, 

food, m usic, gam es and events.  

Held on the cobbles outside the    

historic church, and in the             

adjoining Rectory garden. 

There'l l  be som ething for all  the 

fam ily to enjoy. 

http:/ / w w w .team parishoflouth.org.uk 

Some notes from the Rectory… Being the people of God 
Before, I spoke a little of how the Church might need to 
contemplate redrawing its boundaries if we are to fulfil 
our calling as the body of Christ, if we are to encompass 
within our life all those who are touched by God.  Now, I 
would like to look through a slightly different lens at the 
same idea: how can we see the Church’s life echoing 
God’s action in the world in which we live?  I have been 
struck by a phrase that has reappeared in several of the 
psalms that we have sung or recited over the past few 
weeks – the phrase that refers to ‘singing God’s praises 
in the great congregation’.  This phrase serves to remind 
us of a truth that we can easily forget: Israel is the     
congregation of God, but it is to sing God’s praises with-
in the ‘great congregation’.  If the body of Christ is the 
‘new Israel’ then we are called to sing our praises with 
the great congregation – this same people of God to 
whom Israel was called to witness God’s presence.  So 
where do we start?  

Starting where we are, Easter is the time for Baptism.  
The Church is the Baptismal Community of Grace.  In 
baptism we welcome among us those who are touched 
by the love and grace of God.  We welcome them as 
fellow travellers, and we pray that they may open their 
hearts to that grace and love.  Baptism is the prime 
(and, for some, only) sacrament of initiation into the 
body of Christ.  But if we look a little more deeply than 
sometimes we might we find that we load it with a little 

http://louthchurchesforrefugees.org.uk/
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too much (and at the same time a little too little) mean-
ing.  At the end of Matthew’s Gospel is the command 
that we should baptise all nations, or all people – recog-
nising and enacting the grace of God in their lives.  And in 
Acts we find that the Ethiopian is baptised and then sent 
on his way.  In neither case is there an extended prepara-
tion before these people are to be made full members of 
the body of Christ – the grace and love of God is already 
present in their lives.  But so often we treat baptism not 
as an initiatory rite, but as a preparatory one – one that 
prepares us for something later on.  If we treat it as what 
both our liturgy, the deeper tradition and the Bible say it 
is, then there is a greater demand placed on those who 
are baptised – they are already open to the action of God 
in their lives.  And there is a greater demand placed on us 
– to help them open their hearts to that grace, not simply 
by coming to church, but by living out lives that make the 
love of God a reality in our world.  If the Church is truly to 
be the Baptismal Community of Grace, then baptism has 
the power to make God present in their lives.  For some 
that may be enough, and the church can fail them if we 
do not treat them as part of the body of Christ, if we do 
not help them to live lives that are touched by God as he 
has called them.  

So let us come back and look at the other sacramental 
act that we are told to make a part of the life of the body 
of Christ – the sharing of bread and wine to remember 
the sacrificial nature of God’s love.  This is one of the 
ways in which we can build boundaries around how to be 
a part of the people of God – how we can create an ‘in 
crowd’ and an ‘out crowd’.  If baptism is treated only as a 
preparation for becoming a proper member of the body 
of Christ when we receive communion then I think there 
is a strong argument for saying that we may have missed 
the point.  We may have missed the point in one of two 
ways:  It may be that when Jesus said ‘whenever you take 
bread, remember my body’ he meant just that – we are 
to remember the sacrifice of God at all times, whenever 
we break bread.  This is certainly the way that this is read 
by some of the churches of the radical reformation, and 
is the visible practice of the Salvation Army today.  

 It may be that Jesus actually meant the ritual action of 
sharing bread and wine as a making present of his sacri-
fice to be something for those who were his closest disci-
ples – those who he literally told to ‘do this’, and those 
who follow them as apostles in the body of Christ.  This 
has certainly been a strong element in some traditions of 

the Eastern and Western Churches – indeed in the prac-
tice of the early fathers it was often the case that the 
eucharist was only shared as a preparation for death – 
not as a regular sign of faithfulness to the Church. It may 
of course be that the eucharistic command is meant to 
permeate the life of the Church in a variety of ways – 
reminding us of the gracious love of God whenever we 
eat the bounty of his creation’; being a ritual act that can 
offer a sign of fellowship within a particular gathered part 
of the body of Christ; and as a sacramental sign that en-
livens and enables the apostolic ministry of the Church as 
a Eucharistic Community of Service.  And I think that if we 
try to limit to any one of these, or use it as a barrier then 
we have made into something that is less than a sign of 
the boundless unlimited love of God for his people.   

And if we follow Christ from the Upper Room to the Gar-
den we find another facet of the life of the body of Christ 
– the life of the Praying Community.  In Jesus own prac-
tice he highlights the importance of prayer, both prayer 
alone, prayer with others and prayer through the reading 
and fulfilling of scriptures.  The teaching he leaves us that 
all can pray to the Father – and for those who need it we 
are given a pattern that remains at the heart of our pray-
ers as a Church day by day; a prayer we have used but a 
few minutes ago.  Prayer is a gift for all people, by which 
they can open themselves to the presence of God.  The 
Baptismal Community of Grace may be important in help-
ing people recognise the Grace of God as active in their 
lives, the Eucharistic Community of Service may be vital 
to sustaining the life of the Church as it proclaims the 
love of God, but prayer is the foundation of the whole 
People of God – that ‘great congregation’ we sing of in 
the psalms – without prayer we are nothing, with prayer 
we have enough.   

These thoughts were first shared at the Holy Week Medi-
tation on the Tuesday of Holy Week, and were subse-
quently discussed at a Retreat for Ministry Team mem-
bers at Ampleforth Abbey.  Over the months and years 
that lie ahead we hope that we can redraw the bounda-
ries of the Church so that we live out a church life that 
echoes the example we are given by Christ.  Please join in 
both this work, and the prayer and reflection that will be 
necessary for us to discern where Christ calls us to be the 
body of Church.    
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PARISH REGISTERS 

M AY 2018 
 

BAPTISMS 
6th May Lucy Adelaide Carter 
6th May Olivia Jaye Harrison 

13th May William Samuel Bridge 

13th May James Dillan Osborne 

20th May Connie Mabel French 

27th May Ionie Sue-Ann Sherwood 

 

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 
19th May Mark John Watkinson with  
  Kelley-Marie Burley 

27th May Luke Peter Selby with  
  Amy Louise Hargreaves 
  

FUNERALS 
3rd May Alexander James Murray 

9th May Margaret Joyce Kerr 
10th May Douglas Frank Tunbridge 

11th May Ernest Hadley Grant 
14th May Avis Mary Rollitt 

21st May James Raymond Bradley 

 

 

Louth Choral Society  

        Presents 

Strauss in the Sum m er  

St James's Church, Louth on                  
Sunday 1st July. 7.30pm 

A selection of songs and music by the 
Strauss Family and featuring Johann 

Strauss II the Waltz king, famed for his 
operetta and dance music including Ta-

les from the Vienna Woods, Die           
Fledermaus, The Emperor Waltz and On 

the Beautiful Blue Danube. 

Tickets £10, under 18s free, 6 for 5 offer 
available. 

From Eve and Ranshaw,  

Market Place, Louth  

or online at 

www.ticketsource/Louthchoral 
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Louth Sum m er Fair 

Sat 7th July 10.30-3.00pm  

at St Jam es Church, Westgate. 

A lively, traditional fair with stalls, food, music, 
games and events.  

Held on the cobbles outside the historic 
church, and in the adjoining Rectory garden. 

There'll be something for all the family to     
enjoy. 

http://www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk 

 

Can you im agine w hat it would be like to 

have to walk for days in just your shoes? 

Louth Churches for Refugees invite you to experience what it might be like to be a refugee 
and walk a long distance – but we want you to be properly prepared with walking boots, 
backpack, water and food for the 15 and 30 mile walks or sensible footwear, water and 
snacks for those doing the 5 mile walk. 

During the walk which launches the start of Refugee Week there will be an opportunity to 
discuss the work of LCFR and our plans for the future. 

On June 16th 2018 Louth Churches for Refugees invite walkers of all abilities to participate in one of 3 walks through the Lincolnshire 
Wolds. A standard of fitness is essential to complete the 15 or 30 mile walks, refreshment stops will be available en route.                          
ALL ARE WELCOME 

Walk 1 -  5 miles will start and finish at Louth Methodist Church Nichol Hill (departs 9.15) 

Walk 2 – 15 miles will start at Louth Methodist Church and finish at the Wolds Centre, Scamblesby (departs 9.00 am) 

Walk 3 – 30 miles will start and finish at Louth Methodist Church Nichol Hill (departs 9.00 am) 

All walkers must register at Nichol Hill between 8.30 and 8.50 prior to the start of the 15 and 30 mile walks, and registration for the 5 
mile walk between 8.50 and 9.10. 

For more information contact Derek Gibson on 07719098770 or 
email derekgibson149@gmail.com 

  

Registered  Charity  Number 1177536 

mailto:derekgibson149@gmail.com
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It will soon be here .....  July 7 2018.....  between 
the hours of 10.30 and 3pm the cobbles will be 
alive with not only the sound of music but with a 
bouncy castle, hot dogs, lots of stalls selling a 
wide range of cakes, toys, books, plants, tombola 
and anything else we can think of! But these 
things do not just happen. An active group has 
been meeting over the last few months to ensure 
that it all comes together.  

So now we need YOUR help, either to supply 
items for sale, or to assist on the day by helping to 
set up, man and dismantle the event. While we 
have sufficient excellent prizes for the raffle we 
are particularly looking for smaller items for the 
Tombola as well as cakes and pastries, plants, toys 
and of course books and CDs. There are boxes at 
the back of St James. 

Those of you who are green fingered, please re-
member us when you are potting up, dividing 
specimens or wondering what to do with the ex-
cess seedlings. We will need plants and cakes the 
day before, but we can help with transport if that 
is a problem. 

Not sure how you can help? Need to know more? 
Contact Robert Mansfield on 01507 327533. 
Come and be part of this wider parish event 
where all of us are working together for the good 
of all. 
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 Snippets from  Stew ton  

 

The year seems to be progressing at a pace and we are already in June when St Andrew’s will 
not only be preparing for the Louth Summer Fair on July 7th but also our own event on July 21st. 

This year we are calling the day Chill Out Church. This fits in with our philosophy of being a fair-
ly relaxed group that welcomes an increasingly diverse group of people not just to our Sunday 
services, but visitors including walkers and cyclists who call in not just to use our facilities but 
pause awhile for some quiet reflection. The opportunity is also there to purchase a book,     
marmalade or seasonal preserves. 

There is good news about our classroom project for children with learning disabilities in         
Wiyumiririe in Kenya which we are funding. The building is already up to the roof level and 
while it is obvious from the photographs we have received that there is a considerable amount 
of work still to do. It is heartening to see they have made so much progress to date. The young 
people in the community will certainly benefit once it is completed and we thank everybody 
who has supported us with this project in any way.  

 

NEW S FROM   

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

 

SOUTH ELKINGTON WI  welcomed Jenny Hippersley 
to their June meeting.  Members enjoyed watching 
the demonstration of flower arranging and then the 
five arrangements were raffled and won by five   
happy members.  Members stood for 1 minute     
silence in memory of past member Joyce Uttley, and 
welcomed two new members.  The walking group 
will meet on 16th May and the supper club on 30th 
May.  Flower of the month was won by Anne Siddle 
and the competition of a vase was won by Judi   
Kitchen.  The coffee morning held at the home of 
the President Val Gothard raised £60. 
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TOWN & VILLAGE  
CLEANING SERVICES 

Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 

Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 

St. James’s Guild 

Program m e for 2018 
 

Venue - Church House         -         Time 2.15p.m. 
unless stated otherwise 

 

For more information contact Jane Fletcher 
604132 or Jeannie Gurnham 609622 

 

 

Tuesday 12th June- Afternoon Tea at Tearoom 
in the Woods, Woodall Spa. 
 

Tuesday 10th July – A trip to Sutton-on-Sea or 
local Floral Festival 
 

Tuesday 11th September - Lunch at The Splash. 
Nearer time we will reserve a table and ask for 
numbers. 
 

Tuesday 11th December - Rev. Nick Brown talks 
on an aspect of Christmas. 

M AY GUILD 

At the May meeting the members of 
St James’s Guild enjoyed a very     
entertaining talk by John Loft and 
raised £49 for the Children’s Society 
with a Bring and Buy stall. The next 
Guild event is a trip to Woodall Spa 
for afternoon tea on June 12th. 
Please contact Jane Fletcher for 
more details on:  

01507604132 
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W HY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE         

HERALD. IT HAS A CIRCULATION OF 

OVER 300. 

CONTACT EITHER JULIE AT THE     

DEANERY OFFICE OR THE HERALD 

EDITOR FOR PRICES. 

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 

 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS.    

 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 
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Reflections on Pentecost 

"It is thus a Pentecostal theme to speak of the ascen-
sion of man. We humans are now allowed to follow 
the tracks of the One who has ascended to heaven; a 
path up to the heights has been prepared that we can 
henceforth tread......" 

It is interesting to contemplate the movement of the 
seasons and how our soul and very being is intimately 
bound with Christ and the elements; that since the 
resurrection, Christ is now Lord of the Elements. And 
that each year as the season’s process, we are soul-
fully   enjoined in a rhythm that can deepen our sense 
of  incarnation and our walk with Christ. 

The following words shed some light on the inner    
process that we can kindle and encourage to occur if 
we are prepared to dedicate our time to such en-
deavours. 

It is a process of transformation that also occurs 
throughout nature.....from seed to fruit; a soulful     
embodiment that we are called to reflect and work 
with. The fruits of such endeavours can have pro-
found implications not only for ourselves, but also the 
way we perceive the earth and how we live. We are 
called to open to a deeper sense of the sacred in all 
life. 

From Whitsun: The Festival of the Future by Emil 
Bock 

"On the one hand, the Whitsun flames have warmth; 
on the other hand, they possess light. Their warmth 
must arise out of the human heart like a fire. Then 
the Spirit responds out of the sphere of the Father, 
where Christ and the Father are now one. The light-
flame of the Spirit sinks down upon the warmth-

flame of the praying heart. The light-flame from 
above answers to the warmth-flame from below. On-
ly when we have actively striven with sufficient pa-
tience and endurance to become warm, may we hope 
for illumination.  

Becoming warm is our task, and then illumination is 
the answer from heaven. The reciprocal gift for the 
Ascension-efforts by the human soul is the gift of    

Pentecost. As the gifts of light from a higher realm 
come towards us, Whitsun expands into the world. 
Now, thinking can change and with that the whole 
activity of human life, which today is formed so utter-
ly out of the intellectual forces. Everyday thinking         
proceeds from the brain. It moves superficially over 
objects and remains fettered to the physical realm. 
Why? Because man does not think on his own. He   
denies his own thinking the inner creativity he owes 
to it. To be clever, bright and calculate things does 
not require creativity. It all originates from the brain, 
more noticeably in one person, less in another. But 
once the human being thinks and not just his brain 
and cleverness, then the Holy Spirit joins such think-
ing, for then the true higher self thinks in man. Still, 
to begin with, without the Christ's Grace of Ascen-
sion, this higher self is separated from us. Christ's 
Grace of Ascension will in future bestow on us a new 
thinking. Thus, a new      culture can finally come into 
being from the breath that touches us out of the Spir-
it of Pentecost." 

Contemplating those words and looking into nature, 
and the infusing of Spirit within the body and being of 
ourselves and the earth that occurs each year, I felt 
moved to write the following words: 

Soul is reaching upwards, enfolded in the light;         
unbound infinity drawn ever higher in love, increasing 
in the essential essence of divinity's dream, unfolding 
skyward to meet the cosmic call of Christed Being, 
showering creation with levity's prayerful invocation 
to awaken to a greater potential; embodied saluta-
tion; radiant emergence flowing through form, warm-
ing the innermost core of being with enlivened pas-
sion, a sweet felicity of tenderness unfurling outward 
to touch the face of the divine, appearing in ever in-
creasing abundance, even now before us.... 

May we all be blessed by the renewal of conscious-
ness that Pentecost can initiate within us, bringing 
more light and wholeness in every area and aspect of 
our lives, and the earth of which we are an integral 
part. 
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The last date for submission of articles for the July/August 2018 Herald is Thursday 21st June 2018 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

Dear Friends, 

On 8th June the RAF 100 baton relay enters the        
Diocese of Lincoln by crossing the Humber Bridge.   
During the month of June the relay will visit Scampton, 
Coningsby, Cranwell, Digby, Waddington and Lincoln 
Cathedral. It will visit 27 Bomber Command airfields in 
the county and also the new International Bomber 
Command Centre and memorial.   

The length of time that the relay will spend in Lincoln-
shire indicates how important the RAF has been and is 
to our county and region.   

I am quite moved by the idea of the relay. It is to be 
run entirely by volunteers, all of whom have a connec-
tion to the RAF. This in itself will demonstrate how 
deeply the service has influenced the life and the land-
scape of Lincoln. Moreover, when I say ‘run’, actually 
the baton will also be carried for part of its journey on 
horseback, by boat and by parachute; ingenuity is to 
be involved. Finally, every baton carrier will have to 
complete their own challenge: they will be given just a 
start point and an end point for their leg, which means 
that they will have to work out the route for them-
selves as a piece of orienteering. 

Here is a participative, collaborative event, which also 
draws on individual energy, courage and ingenuity, all 
with a shared purpose: to give thanks for the contribu-
tion of the RAF to the protection of the nation and the 
pursuit of peace, and to root that work in the soil of 
the past so that it may continue to flourish whatever 
the future might bring. 

Society depends upon participation, collaboration and 
individual effort. In every generation, people have to 
pick up the baton of the past and carry it through the 
present into the future. 

It is the same with faith: it is a great joy for the Chris-
tian to be given the flame of faith that has been tended 
by someone else, to allow that flame to burn in one’s 
own life, and through one’s life of faith perhaps to   
kindle new faith in others. 

 

In greater Lincolnshire we stand on the shoulders of 
generations of people who have prayed to God, cared 
for their neighbours and shared the story of Jesus with 
those who would follow in their footsteps. The baton 
of faith – the flame of faith – has been carried with 
care and love, ingenuity and effort, since the first mis-
sionaries came to this part of England many centuries 
ago. 

As during this month of June we may share in the RAF 
100 relay, either as spectators or participants, I hope 
that what we witness in this event may also strengthen 
our life of faith, and encourage us as we each carry the 
baton and flame that every Christian was given when 
we were baptised. 

My prayers are with those who serve in the RAF today, 
those who have served in the RAF in the past, and with 
all who worship and serve in our congregations and 
parishes – thank you – and may you take heart from 
these words in the Letter to the Hebrews: 

‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the sake of the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the throne of God’. (12:1–2, 
NRSV) 

With every blessing, 

Bishop Nicholas 


