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The 11th hour of the 11 
day of the 11th month. 

They shall grow  not 

old, as w e that are left 

grow  old. Age shall 

not   w eary them , nor 

the years condem n.  

At the going dow n of 

the sun and in the 

m orning, w e w ill     

rem em ber then, w e 

w ill  rem em ber them . 

Som e thoughts from  

the Reader… 

 
Whole-Life Living: becoming fully alive 

ARTICLE TO FOLLOW FROM PAUL HILL 

Prayer & Worship ⧾ Study & Experi-
ence ⧾ Fellowship & Community ⧾ 

Service & Action 

Gloria Dei est vivens homo, vita     
hominis visio Dei 

The glory of God is a human being   
fully alive, the life of humankind is the 

vision of God 

These thoughts flow on from this 
year’s Holy Week addresses and 

subsequent discussions at a       
Retreat for Ministry Team      

members at  Ampleforth Abbey. 

St. James’s Guild 

Program m e for 2018 
 

Venue - Church House              
 Time 2.15p.m. unless stated 

otherwise 
 

For more information contact 
Jane Fletcher 604132 or      

Jeannie Gurnham 609622 
 

Tuesday 17 November -        
Extraordinary Meeting to adopt 

the constitution 

 

Tuesday 11th December -     
Rev. Nick Brown talks on an   

aspect of Christmas. 
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 Christm as Tree Festival 2018 

The clock is ticking and we are fast approaching the Christmas Tree Festival in St James’s which will 
run between December 7th– 9th (setting up on 6th and dismantling on the 10th). We want this not only 
to be a fund raiser for St James’s but also to create a spectacular display in the run up to the festive 
season. 

With this in mind we need everyone’s help to encourage 
local businesses and groups to participate and promote 
themselves and if you can offer a couple of hours to help 
us to man the event we would be very grateful. Partici-
pants would be responsible for purchasing or making and 
decorating a Christmas tree in a style of their choice to 
represent their business/group which would be displayed 
in the Church throughout the Festival and would then be 
required to remove their tree afterwards. The public will 
be invited to vote on the best tree and prizes will be 
awarded to the different categories. There will be a charge 
of £5 for trees over 6 feet £10 for smaller trees.  

Please contact Jane Fletcher 
(cjanefletcher@btinternet.com) 07896804915  

Sue Hamilton (susieham1854@gmail.com)  07985247722 
or GregGilbert at 

(greg.gilbert@teamparishoflouth.org.uk)   

to discuss your group’s requirements and the ways in which you would be willing to support the 
event. 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

OCTOBER 2018 
 

BAPTISMS 

7th Oct. Daisy Speed-King 

14th Oct Elizabeth Vanderhorst Gilliatt 

21st Oct Esme Worrell 
  

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 

6th Oct James John Pendlebury with 

  Karly Elaine Eden 

13th Oct Duncan James Farrington with 

  Rebecca Emma Borman 

19th Oct Denham James Joyce with 

  Megan Louise Adams 

  

FUNERALS 

1st Oct Nancy Pearcy 

2nd Oct Doreen Hurst 
3rd Oct Beryl Dunham 

3rd Oct Heather Krause 

8th Oct Anton Spielvogel (ashes) 
10th Oct Eva Gladys Summerfield 

10th Oct Pamela Ann Moore 

31st Oct Hannah Elizabeth Gibson 
 

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 

 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS.    
 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 

St. James’s Guild 

Program m e for 2018 
 

Venue - Church House         -         Time 
2.15p.m. unless stated otherwise 

 

For more information contact Jane Fletcher 
604132 or Jeannie Gurnham 609622 

 

 

Tuesday 11th December - Rev. Nick Brown 
talks on an aspect of Christmas. 

Rem em brance Day Bells 

 

On November 11th 2018, St. James’s 
Bell Ringers will be participating in the 
National   bell-ringing to mark the cen-
tenary of the end   of the First World 

War.  
 

The bells will be ring at 7.00p.m. 
 

For more information, contact Jill Day 
on 603988 
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 Snippets from  Stew ton  

The end of November marks St Andrew’s Day and this year on Friday November 30th there will be a 
celebration of Holy Communion at 11am to mark the saint’s day. Following this, the Archdeacon 
Gavin Kirk, will be conducting his visitation to the church and inspecting records, certificates, inven-
tory, linen, service books and much more. 

At a recent meeting of the congregation we discussed the mission of the church of St Andrew’s. It 
was suggested that as well as the regular outreach we give with our Coffee Mornings which are well 
supported, it would be a good idea for the collection taken at the Carol Service on December 16th 
to go to the Ras Morbat Clinic at Christ Church Aden to help people suffering from the devastating 
war currently raging in the Yemen. The clinic provides eye care and general medicine to thousands 
of local people, staffed by a dedicated multi faith group of doctors and nurses. Our money will go 
directly to the clinic through the Cyprus and Gulf Diocesan Office to ensure it reaches those most in 
need at this precarious time.  
 

Our final Community Coffee of the year will be on Tuesday November 27th from 10am to 12 midday 
when the proceeds will be for our Kenyan project. 
 

 

NEW S FROM   

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Harvest Festival Service held on Sunday 23rd 
September was attended by 70 parishioners and 
friends and officiated by the Rector assisted by 
our new curate Rev’d Arabella Robinson. Every 
window sill was filled with tinned and dried gifts 
for the Louth Community Larder and was a more 
than generous amount. 

Swags hung from the pillars, one of which was 
decorated by a new arranger. Laking’s Butcher, 
Tony, once again manufactured a beautiful bread 
loaf, a sheaf with a long tailed mouse of course! 
Flowers and fruits from gardens and hedge rows 

adorned the porch and on the font and altar. After 
singing our way through six harvest hymns accom-
panied on the organ by Fred Goodwin, and pray-
ers for the world’s needy, refreshments followed 
which were provided by the congregation with 
mulled wine from Mr Charles Dobson. This gave 
us all a chance to meet the latest baby, William, 
son of Ross and Holly Harris. The following morn-
ing the larder gifts were transported to Trinity 
Centre. 

Congratulations and thanks to all who made this 
Harvest Thanksgiving such a happy occasion. 
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One of my grandchildren recently said to me, “It 
must be boring to live in the same town all your life”. 
I did understand why she said this as she has been at 
University and hopefully will get her degree next 
summer. Some of the residents in Louth will have 
heard about the bombs which dropped about 
teatime on February 19th 1941. It has been suggest-
ed to me that the railway station was the target. 
Seven people were killed and others seriously in-
jured. 

Our family home was also hit by two bombs on Sep-
tember 7th 1941 at 32 Grimsby Road. This is the re-
port written by Air Raid Warden Walt Forbes on that 
night: 

Air Raid Alert. Warning Red 22.40 hrs mes-
sage white 00.40 hrs. 

No incident in Area D, but we all did a quick 
dive for the floor as two bombs screamed 
down over the town. We could not make out 
where they had fallen at the time, but later 
learned they had dropped on the Grimsby 
Road. Regret seven people were killed and 
others seriously injured. We express our 
deepest sympathy to Mr A. W. Jaines, a Spe-
cial, and Miss D Jaines, a fellow Warden, in 
their bereavement, six members of their fam-
ily being killed. 

This incident brings the horrors of war home 
to us again and also the necessity for our be-
ing on duty. We get so many alerts and noth-
ing happens. Then when perhaps the least 
expected down comes the bombs and our 
training and duty is repaid in the service. 

The Wardens met the occasion with all speed and 
service and carried out their duty to the very best of 
their ability. It left me thinking, with pride, of duty of 
this particular branch of the Services –the ARP. 

My dad and Walt Forbes both served in the Army in 
the First World War Walt came back from War in 
The Somme. I only heard last month from his daugh-
ter, Margaret. We grew up together. Her mum’s 

family were the Platt’s and were close friends with 
us. We have been close friends all my life. 

I take great pride in living all my life in Louth and al-
ways ready to talk to anyone about my life and how 
lucky I have been. It’s no bad thing to see other plac-
es and live there for a while but Louth is my home. 

God Bless 

Margaret Ottaway 
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W HY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE         

HERALD. IT HAS A CIRCULATION OF 

OVER 300. 

CONTACT EITHER JULIE AT THE     

DEANERY OFFICE OR THE HERALD 

EDITOR FOR PRICES. 
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STONE FACES 

A very few of the visitors walking past Church House 
notice the spectacles on the supposedly ancient stone 
face between the windows of the church wall oppo-
site, but I hope that all readers of The Herald will know 
that it is really a portrait of our one-time Rector, Can-
on Aidan Ward with his verger, Wilson, next to him, 
and that they were carved during the great restoration 
of St James’s in the 1950’s. They are modern examples 
of the old stone-masons’ custom of carving likenesses 
of real people.  

 We hope that those visitors will come inside the 
church and enjoy more stone faces, high on the walls, 
as well as the rest of the splendours all around them, 
There is a difficulty for them though, and for us curious 
Ludensians too: the figures are a long way up; the 
carving is no longer crisp; the light from the clerestory 
windows is behind them; and who wants a crick in the 
neck? A remedy could be to borrow a mad bird-

watcher’s binoculars but who else wants to look con-
spicuously off-beat? 

Happily help is on hand at last: Chris Marshall has used 
his splendid and unerring camera to bring all those 
figures on the corbels and the head-stops down to our 
level, clear and life-size. (They aren’t gargoyles. Those 
are the stone faces with gaping round mouths on the 
outside of the church whose duty was to vomit the 
rain-water from the roof. In view of that they couldn’t 
very well have been figured as respectable characters; 
they were crude and ugly instead. Is it possible that 
their necessary ugliness was the inspiration for the 
repulsiveness of the stone faces inside the church?) He 
is to publish a booklet with photos of all the stone fac-
es and figures throughout the church, inside and out.  
A quid or two will be a small price to pay for the 
chance to study them all and to speculate on their sig-
nificance. 

I have had a sneak pre-view of the stone faces in the 
nave and side-aisles. Most of them are horrible and I 
am taking it upon myself to discuss them and intro-
duce readers to yet another feature of the church that 
Chris has highlighted. 

 My first reaction was that they were ugly, frightening 
and downright rude. This bad quality of theirs nicely 
supports the old convention that whereas the sanctu-
ary and chancel are holy places (the thirty-eight figures 
on the walls there all have wings or haloes or both); 
the nave is a worldly place where evil lurks; its nasti-
ness encourages us  -- or encouraged our medieval 
ancestors -- to look and lean towards what is holy.  In 
some churches, ghoulish depictions of death and de-
cay were designed to frighten the simple churchgoers 
into being good in order to defeat the Devil and earn a 
place in Heaven, but in our church the fear of death 
was to be instilled by the ugliness and beastliness of 
the frightful figures who were carved to represent the 
demons who torment the damned mortals in Hell’s 
flames. Their sculptors’ imaginations must have been 
fired by their nightmares. 

There is also a belief that the men who carved them, 
who deserve to be called sculptors rather than mere 
masons, sometimes carved, instead of Canon-Ward-

style portraits, uncomplimentary likenesses of real 
people -- such as their priest, one of the Wardens, the 
master-mason himself, or perhaps their mother-in-

law. If that happened here the likenesses were ex-
ceedingly uncomplimentary, so ugly as to be unrecog-
nisable and more beast than human – for the reasons 
already mentioned. Thankfully, there are, as well as 
the horrors, what must have been good likenesses of 
real people, and nice people too. What is more pleas-
ing, in this year of 2018 when so much attention is be-
ing paid to the rights of women; they were given their 
fair share of the church light. There are eight of them 
up there -- all admirable ladies 

That’s cool ! 

Old Mole 
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The last date for submission of articles for the December2018/January 2019 Herald is Wednesday 21st November 2018 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

‘…they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and 
their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more; but they shall all sit under their own vines and 
under their own fig trees, and no one shall make them 
afraid…’ 

(Micah 4:3b,4a, NRSV). 

These are words which speak of a future hope, a 
world at peace, a real peace, and not just the absence 
of conflict, a sense of wellbeing, of living in harmony 
with the world we’ve been given to share, of wanting 
the best for those we’ve been given to share that 
world with. 

Words I was reminded of recently in conversation with 
a Russian Second Lieutenant on one of the ships at 
Immingham Docks, as he spoke in broken English of 
what he saw as the natural desire of all peoples to live 
like that – and his frustration at what he saw as the 
leaders of the nations, his own included, in failing to 
be able to achieve that. 

And they are good words as we remember this month 
the ending of the Great War, the world’s first example 

of what became known as ‘total war’. ‘It’ll all be over 
by Christmas’ the British Army were told – 1,568 days 
later, 888,246 British lives were lost. Nine to 15 million 
lives lost in total. Sixty-five million men from 30 coun-
tries involved. The ‘war to end all wars’ was what was 
hoped for then. 

As Christians we know that ultimately the challenge of 
peace is not one of political solutions, important as 
they may be, but one of dealing with the human 
heart. 

That is actually what the passage in Micah looks for-
ward to. A time when all men and women look to the 
‘mountain of the Lord, the house of the God of Jacob’ 
and have their hearts and minds transformed by him, 
which then brings in that universal peace, which we all 
long to live in. 

That’s the ultimate vision, the ultimate hope – but 
until then, being peacekeepers, peacemakers in the 
different places we find ourselves in is something each 
of us is called to do, and something our world still des-
perately needs. 

With every blessing,  Bishop David 

 

 

 

Smiley Bags and Dignity Bags Appeal 2018  The Louth 
Churches for Refugees group are inviting families schools, 
businesses and individuals to put together items for Smiley 
bags and Dignity bags to bring relief to refugees in Syria 
once again. Last year our Smiley Bag Collection saw 90 bags 
with items for refugee children donated by the people of 
Louth to be sent through the Samara’s Aid project and we 
are hoping to build on this very generous target this year.  
Items like drawstring bags and shampoo bars which proved 
difficult to source last year have already been sourced so 
that for a donation of 1.50 to cover transport costs you can 
start collecting the items needed to complete either a Smi-
ley or Dignity bag (or both). See Jane Fletcher for more  
details of how you can help. 


