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Preparing for the  
‘thief in the night’. 

 
All of us spend time, effort and money preparing 

ourselves for the unexpected. Christmas can be 

one of those ‘unexpecteds’ that all too often 

creeps up on us like a thief in the night. We 

know it’s coming but   before you can say 

‘Boxing Day’ it’s here and gone and the new year 

takes over.      Advent also tends to get drowned 

out by the preparing for the coming of the 

‘thief’. 

So, what can we do? How can we be prepared? 
Why not step aside before it all begins and re-

flect on what it all means. 

We invite you to join a group at  

St. Andrew’s Stewton on  

Wed. November 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd from 7 – 

9 p.m. as together we read and study the book 

‘Journey to the Manger’  

by Paula Gooder  

Paula Gooder is a theologian, lecturer and writer 

of very accessible books, getting to the very 

heart of the Christian faith. This book provides 

excellent insight and challenge as once again we 

anticipate the round of Christmas services, 

events and yuletide razzmatazz, but this year 

with much more preparedness, insight and un-

derstanding.   
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      News from  St Michael's 

St James’s Church Christmas Fayre 2017 

We would like to bring to your attention that we are planning to host a Christmas Fayre 

on November 25th in St James’s Church, Louth, to raise funds to help support the up-

keep of our beautiful Parish Church. 

The event will run from 11- 4pm and there will be a variety of stalls, activities and fund 

raising events including tombola and raffle.  As a local group we would value and ap-

preciate your support, and hope that by participating in this event it would be an op-

portunity to promote your group to the wider community whilst helping us to raise 

funds. 

There would be a charge of £10 for a stall for your group to sell produce and promote 

the group. Please contact us to discuss your requirements and the ways in which you 

would be willing to support the event. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jane Fletcher (cjanefletcher@btinternet.com) 07896804915 

Sue Hamilton (susieh1854@gmail.com) 07985247722 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

BAPTISMS 
3rd Sept Pippa Willow Vear 

3rd Sept Carys Isobel Neve 

10th Sept Elora Constantine Hamiltom 

10th Sept Max Anthony Forman 

17th Sept Sienna May Fernie 

17th Sept Chloe Grace Scott 

24th Sept Isabella Southwell 

  

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 
1st Sept Lee Vince with Emma Moncaster 

2nd Sept Adam Robert Jacklin with 

  Tamsin Jane Hicks 

9th Sept Mark Shaun Hufton with 

  Trace Marie Dreelan 

9th Sept Eugen Jablotschkin with 

  Abigall Overton (Common Licence) 

16th Sept Brett Michael Ward with 

  Lana Monique Arden 

19th Sept Ronald Kenneth Jenkins with 

  Therasa Villanueva-Hill  

  (renewal of Vows)  

30th Sept Daniel Paul Twomey with 

  Harley Rebecca Prince 

   

FUNERALS 
6th Sept Ann Patricia King 

8th Sept Edna Mary Adamson 

8th Sept Robert Edward Dale 

11th Sept Lilian Beecham 

22nd Sept Charles Baron 

26th Sept Gerald Tiffiny  

28th Sept Gerald Tiffany (Ashes) 

 

NEWS FROM  

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

 

     Words from 

     WELTON LE WOLD 

 

THANK YOU 

I wish to thank everyone for the lovely cards, kind-

ness and support throughout my recovery following 

the ‘Hip – Hop’. Pleased to say I’m making good pro-

gress, albeit slowly. 

Best Wishes, 

Margaret Anderson 
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Do you like making things or 

learning new craft skills? 

Come and join us under the    

tower at 

St James’s Church Louth 

on 

Thursday mornings  

10.30-12.30 

Bring along something you are 

making to show others... 

 

We need your help on November 25th 

Can you help by providing Raffle prizes, goods for the 

Tombola, Bric-a-brac, Produce stalls, crafts, Toys etc.? 

Boxes will be positioned near the Coffee shop for do-

nations or see Jane Fletcher if you can help, but most 

importantly come along and bring your friends      

between 11-4 

Save the Date – November 25th 2017 

ST JAMES’S CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

11-4pm 

A wide range of stalls including cakes, crafts, pro-

duce, cards, raffle, tombola, bric-a-brac and more. 

There will be music performances and the cafe will 

be open for hot drinks and a free mince pie and 

snacks. Come along and enjoy the pre Christmas fun 

– find some unique Christmas gifts and help to raise 

funds for St James’s Church. 
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 Snippets from Stewton                                                     

Living in the country it may be easier to become aware of the changing seasons and har-

vest time seems to get progressively earlier. It is not just a cliché to say harvest is not what 

it was. It is not even when it was.  

But while we are singing our well-known harvest hymns we must not forget those who are 

experiencing a poor harvest or worse than that – no harvest at all - which is a fact of life for 

so many people around the world. So, while our harvest of all kinds may never be as big as 

we would like. this is a good time to spare a thought for those with so little.  

Sometimes things seem too big or too far away to do anything about it but surely as Chris-

tians it is incumbent upon us all to have an awareness of not just those we see day by day 

or even Sunday by Sunday but who share this planet with us. How we are able to respond 

to the challenges as individuals may inevitably be different, but no matter -  an individual 

response is required from all of us. If we each do our bit then no one will have to do it all. 

It is to this end that we at St. Andrew’s are reaching out to the community in Wiyumiririe in 

Kenya where we are raising money to build a classroom for children with learning disabili-

ties. A huge thank you to those who have already sponsored Robert and Victoria on their 

110km walk on the Camino. There is still time to donate by ringing 01507 327533. All the 

money will go to the project with nothing taken out for expenses. So far things are going 

well. 

Louth Churches for Refugees will be coordinating a collec-

tion for the Syria & Iraq crisis in October. We are supporting 

the charity Samara’s Aid which is very specific about the 

items required. 

 

How to make a child’s Smiley Bag   A child’s Smiley Bag should be a drawstring backpack, attractive 
bag approx. 34x44cm.   Choose whether you are going to fill the bag for a boy or girl and make eve-
ry item fit for either a 3-5 year old, a 6-9 year old or a 10-13 year old.  Please do not pack anything 
that is NOT on the list. Everything must be NEW with tags or labels. Please do NOT pack any second 
hand items as customs rules mean new and second hand items must be sent separately.  DO NOT 
ADD ANY FOOD, SWEETS, CHOCOLATE OR GUM.  Please also make a £2 contribution towards the 
shipping costs. Items required are: Sponge, Soap x2 (no liquids) Toothbrushes(multi-
pack),Toothpaste, Pack of pants(4/5pairs),Pack of socks(4/5 pairs) Wash bag preferably with a child-
friendly fun design, a warm hat, a small notepad, a pack of crayons/pencils, a pencil sharpener, a 
small cuddly toy, a picture card game(e.g. snap/pairs), a pencil case. See 
www.samarasaidappeal.org/childrens-bags the bags will be collected at Nicholl Hill on pm of 7th 
Oct, St James’s am of 9th Oct, Nicholl Hill on 12th Oct. 

http://www.samarasaidappeal.org/childrens-bags
http://www.samarasaidappeal.org/
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THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 

 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS.    

 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 
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TOWN & VILLAGE  

CLEANING SERVICES 
Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 

WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE         

HERALD. IT HAS A CIRCULATION OF 

OVER 300. 

CONTACT EITHER JULIE AT THE     

DEANERY OFFICE OR THE HERALD 

EDITOR FOR PRICES. 

Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 
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St. James’s Guild  
Programme for 2017 

 

Venue - Church House  
      Time 2.15p.m. unless stated otherwise 

 
Tuesday 12th September - Lunch at The Splash. 
Nearer time we will reserve a table and ask for  
numbers. 
 
Tuesday 12th December - Rev. Matthew       
Harbage talks on an aspect of Christmas. 
 
Contacts: Jane - 01507 604132 

 
  Jeannie - 01507 609622 

WANTED 

An acoustic piano which is newish and in 

very good condition.  

Please ring Jeannie on 01507 609622 
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On Friday 25th August, Amy Baker gave a lunchtime piano recital at St James’s, at 

which Amy invited people to sponsor her to take part in the Great North Run in aid of Team Kenya. 

Amy was an organ scholar and chorister at St James’s before going to Newcastle University in 2013 to 

read Music with Spanish, where she became involved with the Team Kenya charity. Below is her mes-

sage of thanks. 

Thank you to everyone who attended my recital in August and to those who very generously sponsored 

me for the Great North Run. The sponsorship collected on the day amounted to £225, a large propor-

tion of the total £580 sponsorship I received. On 10th September, those 13.1 miles seemed slightly less 

tough knowing that I had so much support and that the money raised would be going to such a worthy 

cause. I finished the race in 2 hours, 3 minutes and 26 seconds - for my first (and possibly last!) half 

marathon, it was a time which I was very proud of! 

Having been out to Kenya in June 2017, I have witnessed the fantastic work that Team Kenya are doing 

in Ndhiwa, a very rural and neglected part of Western Kenya. Their main goals are to support girls in 

education and to empower women by giving them farming and business training, which allows the 

women to support themselves and their families financially. However, in reality their work is much fur-

ther reaching: they are improving the infrastructure of local schools; they are working with individuals 

to raise aspirations and improve self-esteem; and they are working at all levels of the community to 

change attitudes in order to promote gender equality. On behalf of Team Kenya, thank you once again 

for the sponsorship money which will allow the charity to continue its incredible work. 

For more information on Team Kenya, please visit https://www.teamkenya.org.uk . 
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The last date for submission of articles for the November Herald is Friday 20th October 2017. 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

Dear Friends, 

Science – A Challenge to Religious Belief: this is the title of a 

recent little booklet written by a former colleague who, 

while spending most of his professional life as a research 

scientist, also found himself being ordained towards the end 

of his professional life. 

When posed as a question, rather than as a statement (as in 

the booklet’s title), it is one that always has me shouting ‘No’ 

in response. It was while I was doing my own research on 

sugar chemistry that I came to an active Christian faith, and 

yet in so much popular thinking today the title is held to be 

true. In the recent British Social Attitudes survey it was re-

ported that 71% of people aged between 18 and 24 said 

they had ‘no religion’, fuelled I suspect at least in part by 

that cultural sense that science has triumphed and that 

‘religion’ no longer has a part to play in the modern world. 

By contrast, a short book I read over the summer (What We 

Talk About When We Talk About God by Rob Bell) used the 

word ‘open’ to describe the world we live in. A world that is 

‘open’ to far more mystery and depth, beauty and order 

than science by itself can describe. As Rob Bell says, ‘Science 

does an excellent job of telling me why I don’t have a tail, 

but it can’t explain why I find that interesting!’ 

A small group in the diocese is currently exploring the con-

nections between science and faith, and at their recent day 

event, which was entitled much more positively ‘The 

Fruitfulness of Science and Faith’, it was pointed out that the 

history of the relationship between science and faith is com-

plex, and it is one that has been ‘hijacked’ at times for ends 

that are nothing to do with faith or science. We looked at 

terms such as conflict, independence, dialogue, integration, 

complexity and prophetic conflict to describe possible posi-

tions that people have held, and all are good, but, in the 

end, it is that word ‘open’ that I like. That is, to be able to 

live in a world ‘open’ to the possibility of something beyond 

that which ‘science’ alone can describe. For me, that made 

sense, when I came to that conclusion, amongst the sugar 

solutions in the laboratory, over 35 years ago. It is something 

that I am convinced of still today. 

With every blessing, 

Bishop David 

 

St. James’s Guild, Louth:  
Report on the September Meeting 

 
We had a wonderfully large gathering of members, friends 
and clergy, who all enjoyed lunch at The Royal Oak in Leg-
bourne (affectionately known as The Splash). We ate, we 
chatted, we laughed and we got to know each other.  
 
Food and eating is important to us all but eating together is 
rather special. To me, it is another aspect of Fellowship that I 
wrote about a few months ago in The Herald. Eating alone is 
sustenance, and we all have to do it. Eating together is like 
Bread and Wine, symbolic of our togetherness in Christ. It is 
spiritually satisfying, and physically nourishing. 
 
Therefore, thank you to everyone who shared this lunch. Let 
us do it more often. And, thank you, Lord, for bringing us all 
together in fellowship. 
 
Next Guild meeting is on Tuesday 12th December at 2.15 
p.m. in Church House. This is our Christmas celebration 
when Rev. Matthew Harbage will talk about ‘Christmas 
Around the World’. Please come and bring something Christ-
massy to eat. We will provide tea and coffee. We will also be 
collecting money for Children’s Society as usual.  
 
Look forward to seeing you all there. Ring me if you want to 
know more about The Guild. 01507 609622 
 
Jeannie Gurnham 
 


