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Som e thoughts from  the Assistant     

Curate… Whole-Life Living: becom ing 

fully alive Prayer & W orship I  called 

out to him  w ith m y m outh ・ and his 

praise w as on m y tongue Ps 16:2  

Tertullian, writing in Africa in the second century of 
Christianity, compares a human person praying to a 
bird flying. He is trying to say that it is natural to 
pray; that it belongs to what it is to be human. Pray-
er in a human is like a bird lifting its wings to take off 
into the sky: a beautiful, glorious, soaring thing that 
is also just totally natural, part of what a human is.   

This means that, whether we see it like that or not, 
we are already praying and worshipping all the time. 
We can’t really help it. Whenever humans, as they 
so naturally do, hope, dream, lament or feel grate-
ful: that approaches prayer. Christian thought says 
our being is a gift, and that to inhabit the best of be-
ing human we are already giving glory to the source 
of that gift. And that is worship.   

Christians believe God seeks to reunite this gift of 
being to himself, and has done in a way we can join 
in through the life of Jesus Christ. So in our prayer, 
we are already being drawn into the source of all 
goodness, love and truth. The hope and love God 
has for us in his living Trinity of Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit is breathing through us. That is why morning 
prayer always begins like this: ‘Lord, open our lips’. 
We can give ourselves to prayer as something God 
does through us.  

So you might be wondering why we pray explicitly, 
or formally, if it is all so natural and instinctive. First, 
we might say that natural aptitudes can become 
beautiful and honed skills! We can get better at    
being that channel of divine purpose. Growing in 
attention to our capacity to pray, directing our pray-
er, co-operating with the work of love and grace in 
us really makes a difference. This doesn’t mean, of 
course, that we have to be one-person prayer bands, 
upon whom the responsibility to pray for everything 
rests. Praying for what seems to be on our hearts, 

reviewing our day at focused moments to find its 
knots and needs, show us what our place is in the 
praying ‘body’.   

Sometimes, when we are really suffering, we may 
only be able to be still and know that, around the 
world, through the whole cosmos, that prayer is 
happening. Holy places, built as prayers, that have 
held the spirit of prayer for centuries, are very im-
portant to help us at all times. But especially when 
we can't seem to lift our own hearts up.   

 When God came down to us in his son Jesus Christ, 
he established deep physical channels for our wor-
ship and prayer to take. He made ordinary things – 
water, bread and wine – carry divine presence and 
meaning. God comes to us so that we can come to 
him in the sacraments, the ones at particular         
moments of our lives like those of Baptism and    
Marriage, and above all in the one we can come to 
weekly or even more frequently: Holy Communion. 
These are further, deeper gifts, so why wouldn’t we 
take them if we can? Our lives become richer and 
richer the more we engage.  

 Which brings us to praying, and worshipping,       
together: what we associate with the life of the 
church. Why do we have to come together to      
worship, in a time when so many people say: ‘I’m 
spiritual, not religious’ and view faith as private?  

 When human beings, those beautiful beings to 
whom prayer is so proper, come together they are 
attesting as they do so to something that is also so 
deeply part of what it is to be human at its best:   
concord, peace and harmony. Those who pray      
together are stronger together, supporting one    
another, and emphasising commonality over differ-
ence, love over hate, peace over conflict. They are 
expressing in their lived action what they know in 
their hearts about what is ultimately important. How 
incredibly crucial this is in human history so marked 
by division and war, inequality and division, suspi-
cion and prejudice, loneliness and unhappiness.  

Continued on page 4 
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From page 3 

Christian understandings of human destiny have  
always been visions of ‘social joys’, as it says in the 
hymn, of friends and beloveds reunited in the love 
and light of God. Worship together is a physical, 
tangible advance on this. It is what Jesus asked us 
to do, and it strengthens us and forms us to be a 
powerful force for good in the world.  

 So prayer is a natural gift of what it is to be        
human, but it is one God has also given us so many 
ways of deepening and growing. He comes to meet 
us; why not answer the door and hold out your 
arms to his embrace? He gives us wings; why not 
fly?  

Prayer & Worship  Study & Experience  Fellow-
ship & Community  Service & Action Gloria Dei est 
vivens homo, vita hominis visio Dei The glory of 
God is a human being fully alive, the life of human-
kind is the vision of God  

 These thoughts flow on from this year’s Holy Week 
addresses and subsequent discussions at a Retreat 
for Ministry Team members at Ampleforth Abbey.    

Arabella Milbank Robinson 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

JUNE 2018 
 

BAPTISMS 

 
1st July Ashleigh Nicola Godfrey 

  Stanley Max Dreelan-Owen 

  Katy Wight 
15th July Alfie Charles Daff 

22nd July Libby-Rose Buley 

29th July Edith Lynne Cook 

5th Aug Libby Mae Hunter-Smith 

19th Aug Toby Elliott 

26th Aug Olivia Grace Melton 

26th Aug Karson Hardy  

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 

 
14th July Jason Paul Cullingford with 

  Rebecca Jane Mitchell 
21st July Simon Mark Chafer with 

  Jessica Ann Butler 
28th July Karl Ian Milson with 

  Tiffany Louise Boot 
4th Aug John Peter Green with 

  Susan Jane Tindall 
11th Aug Christopher Charles Wilkinson with 

  Sara Rose Williets 
19th Aug Samuel Peter Hickling with 

  Rebecca Rachel Doyle 

22nd Aug Richard Simon Andrew Valentine with 

  Natalie Sinead Kane 

25th Aug James Lee Grebby with 

  Tracey Ann Hutson  

FUNERALS 

 
17th July Raymond Maplethorpe (ashes) 
19th July Malcolm Cooper 
25th July Colin Stanley Morgan 

26th July Amy Priestley 

30th July Anthony Michael Peebles 
31st July Judith Rance 

8th Aug Henry Allison Clarke 

 

The Eucharist is at the heart of the Christian tradition, 
a blessed sacrament instituted by Christ calling us into 
a deepening relationship with the Divine. Partaking in 
such a profound act of consecration places us in a  
continuing posture of humility, hope, and the Living 
Presence of the Love of God. 

Blessed Eucharist 

When I first beheld the gentle wonder of Your        
Presence, a new light arose, kindling the heartfelt 
hope that lay sleeping deep within. 

Your Voice had already awoken the slumbering dream 
that divinity had decreed would call forth the remem-
brance of Holy Encounter, written upon the scripture 
of my soul and bound in blessed certitude. 

Here, the manner in which you would usher in a deep-
er relationship was already known, waiting to spring 
into life; the essence of communion resolutely seeded 
from cosmos and creation; kept as an intimate       
commitment; nurtured in earth and elemental     
splendour; woven in body and season; moving into 
ever increasing fruitfulness and joyous celebration; 
alive in the   glory of Incarnate Love... 

 



 

   

Page 6 



 

   

Page 7 



 

   
Page 8 



 

   
Page 9 



 

   
Page 10 

Dear Editor 
 

I am moved to write to you in joyful gratitude after a 
very successful Patronal Festival and Open Day at St. 
James’s Church yesterday on 22nd July.  
 

May I, thank everyone, including yourself, for supply-
ing such wonderful materials and artefacts for the dis-
play at the back of the church showing all the work 
that goes on at St. James’s. We are so fortunate to 
have so many people who are dedicating their gifts, 
talents, energy and time to the life of the church here - 
be it guiding, coffee and gift shop, craft, history, music 
and of course worship. And all these people are volun-
teers. 
 

Of course, all this does not just happen. Indeed, the 
Pastoral team had visited people at home to deliver 
invitations to the day’s services and hospitality, and 
this took several hours of our time in very hot weather. 
But, it all bore wonderful results. At Evensong we had 
nearly a hundred people and  the BBQ was enjoyed by 
nearly eighty on a perfect summer’s evening, and it 
was a sight to behold! The morning Eucharist was 
attended by even more who enjoyed Pimms, cake, co-
ffee and chat after a wonderful service, which included 
a tribute to people for their long and dedicated service 
to St. James’s. 
 

Many people had to work very hard to make it a suc-
cess although, in my opinion, it should happen as a 
matter of course. Why? Perhaps, because I think, the 
Church is an open place dedicated to God. It does not 
belong to any one person, and we are all called to be 
witnesses to strive to work for the glory of God 
through Jesus Christ whose disciples we are trying to 
be.  
 

However, on the back of this success, we are not going 
to be complacent. We want to do even better, have 
more people involved and make St. James’s Church an 
even warmer, welcoming and a caring Church for the 
sake of our Saviour. If you are not on the Church Elec-
toral Roll, please fill a form in - kept at the back of the 
Church. This way, you will always get the information 
and a visit from someone from the Church. If you 
would like to get involved in any aspect of the Church’s 
work, please speak to a Warden (Jeannie Gurnham or 
Diane Thompson) or one of the people running the 
particular activity. - information is available at the back 
of the Church. 
 

We are all called by the Lord to work for His Church. If 
the Church is not welcoming enough, please get invol-

ved and help to make the place that God would reco-
gnise. We need lots more people to help in all the acti-
vities. I can think of no better way to make my point 
than to quote the words of President Jack Kennedy, 
who said in his inaugural address - my words are in 
brackets: 
 

……… ask not what your country (Church) can do for 
you - ask what you can do for your country (Church).  
 

Thank you to everyone who came and thank you again 
to everyone who made the day a success. God’s Bles-
sings to all. 
Yours etc. 
 

Jeannie Gurnham, Warden at St. James’s Church, Louth 

 

Yours etc. 
 

Jeannie Gurnham 

Warden 

St. James’s Church July 2018 
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 Snippets from  Stew ton  

It has been a hectic summer with our involvement at the Parish Summer Fete quickly followed by our own 
Stewton Weekend and a belated thank you to everybody who supported us here at St Andrew’s. The £1200 
raised on the Chill Out Day will go a long way towards the work here.  

Once again in August we welcomed Rob & Pauline Williams from Kenya who brought news from the village of 
Wiyumiririe. The goats are producing well with the villagers enjoying the benefits of fresh milk which is improv-
ing their diet.  The classroom project was held up for a while waiting for roof timbers but now it has a roof as 
well as windows and doors.  It is good to have the direct link with our Kenyan projects.  Now that the class-
room is nearing completion, there are plans to start a second one at a nearby school which again will help the 
pupils with learning disabilities. As always these things take a long time to materialise. It is two years since we 
started the process of building a classroom. It is humbling to see that our small community can make such an 
impact for another village 5000 miles away. 

Community Coffee is well supported, the September event is for Toilet Twinning and we have now twinned 22 
toilets with ours.   

Dates for your diary  

Book Club - Mondays 3rd September & 1st October at 5.30pm 

Community Coffee on 4th Tuesday of the month -   25th September 10am to 12 noon 

Harvest Festival & Auction – Sunday October 7th at 3pm with refreshments. 

 As usual---come early if you want a seat! 

 

St. James’s Guild 

Program m e for 2018 
 

Venue - Church House         -         Time 
2.15p.m. unless stated otherwise 

 

For more information contact Jane Fletcher 
604132 or Jeannie Gurnham 609622 

 

 

Tuesday 11th September - Lunch at The 
Splash. Nearer time we will reserve a table and 
ask for numbers. 
 

Tuesday 11th December - Rev. Nick Brown 
talks on an aspect of Christmas. 
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Spire Repairs 

 

I am sure many of your readers are wondering 
what is happening to the spire of St. James’s 
Church, and of course many people have been 
asking about it. Here are some of the answers.  
 

The present Church, including the spire was built 
about 500 years ago and this means constant 
repairs and maintenance at considerable ex-
pense throughout the years, and as the spire is 
exposed constantly to the weather, it is especial-
ly vulnerable. In 2015, Stones Technical Services 
Ltd. - who specialise in ecclesiastical work - were 
asked to do a survey of the spire internally and 
externally for any damage and wear and tear 
issues that needed repairs. The report listed a 
number of problems, ranging from fissures in the 
masonry, some minor pointing issues, corrosion, 
metal fatigue to the upper tabernacle and da-
mage to the apex structures like the ornate wea-
ther-vane and the golden cockerel, which 
needed re-gilding and repairing.  
 

On the inside of the 296 feet high spire is the 
wooden bracing crosstrees system made up of a 
central king post and a number of spider cross 
structures which distribute and support the 
weight of the spire and facilitate the natural 
movement of the masonry of the spire. This 
needed a fresh coat of wood preservative and 
thorough re-painting.  
 

To get up there, of course is no easy matter. The 
masons had to construct a huge scaffold platform 
all around the apex area using ropes and ladders, 
which are clearly visible from below. 
 

And, the cost? Astronomical, of course. 
 

Getting anything done to a Grade 1 building    
requires permission from the Chancellor and like 
any legal process, this is a very long process. 
Then there is the problem of money. We are very 
fortunate in having the support of The Friends of 
St. James’s Church who raise money tirelessly for 
the upkeep of this beautiful and iconic ancient 
building and have funded this and many other 
repair-projects, including the floor repairs sche-
duled for the New Year.  
 

And, now we have been alerted to a serious 
outbreak of woodworm and other pests! People 

will not be surprised to know that the cost of all this runs 
into hundreds of thousands of pounds. And, this is on 
top of the day to day costs of keeping this building open. 
 

If you would like to help, please contact a member of the 
clergy or a churchwarden, like myself. Or, why not join 
The Friends and work with them to look after St. James’s 
Church? Just pop in to the Church and pick up a form to 
do this and while you are there, please do drop in some 
money into the collection boxes. Thank you. 
 

Jeannie Gurnham 

Churchwarden  
St. James’s Church 

Louth 
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TOWN & VILLAGE  
CLEANING SERVICES 

Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 

Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 
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W HY NOT ADVERTISE IN THE         

HERALD. IT HAS A CIRCULATION OF 

OVER 300. 

CONTACT EITHER JULIE AT THE     

DEANERY OFFICE OR THE HERALD 

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’S LOUTH 

 

HELP TO LOOK AFTER OUR  HISTORIC  CHURCH  

 FOR FUTURE  GENERATIONS.    
 

Contact : Mr M Neal (610143) 

 

Louth History Walk 

Tuesday 28th August 2018 

6.30 - 8.30 p.m . 

£5.00 

Meet at St. James’s Church 

M axim um  25 people 

All m oney raised w ill  go to  

St. James’s Church. 
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Reflections on Pentecost 

"It is thus a Pentecostal theme to speak of the ascen-
sion of man. We humans are now allowed to follow the 
tracks of the One who has ascended to heaven; a path 
up to the heights has been prepared that we can 
henceforth tread......" 

 

It is interesting to contemplate the movement of the 
seasons and how our soul and very being is intimately 
bound with Christ and the elements; that since the res-
urrection, Christ is now Lord of the Elements. And that 
each year as the seasons process, we are soulfully    
enjoined in a rhythm that can deepen our sense of   
incarnation and our walk with Christ. 

 

The following words shed some light on the inner      
process that we can kindle and encourage to occur if 
we are prepared to dedicate our time to such endeav-
ours. 

It is a process of transformation that also occurs 
throughout nature.....from seed to fruit; a soulful      
embodiment that we are called to reflect and work 
with. The fruits of such endeavours can have profound 
implications not only for ourselves, but also the way we 
perceive the earth and how we live. We are called to 
open to a deeper sense of the sacred in all life. 

 

From Whitsun: The Festival of the Future by Emil Bock 

"On the one hand, the Whitsun flames have warmth, 
on the other hand, they posess light. Their warmth 
must arise out of the human heart like a fire. Then the 
Spirit responds out of the sphere of the Father, where 
Christ and the Father are now one. The light-flame of 
the Spirit sinks down upon the warmth-flame of the 
praying heart. The light-flame from above answers to 
the warmth-flame from below. Only when we have  
actively striven with sufficient patience and endurance 
to become warm, may we hope for illumination.       
Becoming warm is our task, then illumination is the  
answer from heaven. The reciprocal gift for the Ascen-
sion-efforts by the human soul is the gift of Pentecost. 

As the gifts of light from a higher realm come towards 
us,  Whitsun expands into the world. Now, thinking can 
change and with that the whole activity of human life, 
which today is formed so utterly out of the intellectual 
forces. Everyday thinking proceeds from the brain. It 
moves superficially over objects and remains fettered 
to the physical realm. Why? Because man does not 
think on his own. He denies his own thinking the inner 
creativity he owes to it. To be clever, bright and        
calculate things does not require creativity. It all      
originates from the brain, more noticeably in one per-
son, less in another. But once the human being thinks 
and not just his brain and cleverness, then the Holy 
Spirit joins such thinking, for then the true higher self 
thinks in man. Still, to begin with, without the Christ's 
Grace of Ascension, this higher self is separated from 
us. Christ's Grace of Ascension will in future bestow on 
us a new thinking. Thus, a new culture can finally come 
into being from the breath that touches us out of the 
Spirit of Pentecost." 

 

Contemplating those words and looking into nature, 
and the infusing of Spirit within the body and being of 
ourselves and the earth that occurs each year, I felt 
moved to write the following words: 

 

Soul is reaching upwards, enfolded in the light; un-
bound infinity drawn ever higher in love, increasing in 
the essential essence of divinity's dream, unfolding sky-
ward to meet the cosmic call of Christed Being, shower-
ing creation with levity's prayerful invocation to awak-
en to a greater potential; embodied salutation; radiant 
emergence flowing through form, warming the the in-
nermost core of being with enlivened passion, a sweet 
felicity of tenderness unfurling outward to touch the 
face of the divine, appearing in ever increasing abun-
dance, even now before us.... 

 

May we all be blessed by the renewal of consciousness 
that Pentecost can initiate within us, bringing more 
light and wholeness in every area and aspect of our 
lives, and the earth of which we are an integral part. 

kindling the heartfelt hope that lay sleeping deep within. 



 

   Page 16 

The last date for submission of articles for the October 2018 Herald is Thursday 20th September 2018 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

Dear Friends, 

Earlier in the summer, one of my oldest friends       
suddenly died. Michael has known me since I was 
eighteen. He was an inspiration for me, first in becom-
ing an active Christian, and secondly as I explored a 
call to ordination. He has been there for me for over 
twenty-five years. 

It goes without saying that I will miss Michael very 
much. 

He taught me two things above all. 

The first is about the importance of praying for people, 
and of allowing oneself to be prayed for. 

Michael was hugely disciplined in his prayer. He kept a 
diary so that he could make sure that he would pray 
for people regularly. He remembered their birthdays, 
and included these and other significant events in his 
praying. Most importantly, he was very down to earth 
about his prayer life. For him, it was akin to washing 
his face or brushing his teeth: something that he did 
regularly and without fuss, because it was important 
to do. And as he did to others, so he drew prayer from 
them in return. 

I very much doubt that I will ever be as disciplined in 
my prayer as Michael was: but I try to be. 

The other thing that Michael taught me was about 
generosity. He was generous with his time, he was 
generous with his hospitality, and he was generous 
with his money. He didn’t have much, but from what 
he had, he gave very generously indeed. And the 
Church, the Body of Christ, received from his generosi-
ty. Working always in poor parishes, Michael’s gener-
osity inspired other people to be generous. His church-
es always paid their parish share. Not for him or his 
congregations an argument that ‘others aren’t contrib-
uting, so why should we?’, or a suggestion that ‘we 
need to put our own house in order before we think 
about anyone else’. To Michael, the diocese was a 
family of parishes, and in a family everyone supported 
everyone else. His attitude was remarkably liberating, 
rooted as it was in the knowledge that God had given 

generously to him, so it was his joy to give generously 
to God’s people. I very much respect this unselfcon-
scious attitude to money, and pray that I may grow in 
it myself. 

So, uncertain though I am about the discipline and 
quality of my prayer, I am certain that Michael’s exam-
ple of generosity challenges me every time I worship: 
do I have the simple, gracious, generous dependence 
on God that he had, and am I as generous with my 
time, my hospitality and my money as he was with 
his? If I am not yet satisfied about any of these things, 
then here are things that I can do something about. 

In September, as the harvest that began at Lammas 
during high summer comes to its end, I will be thinking 
about the different gifts that I have been given, and 
about my opportunities to use those gifts in the ser-
vice of the gospel: gifts of prayer, gifts of time, gifts of 
friendship and gifts of money. And I will be thinking 
about Michael, and continuing to thank God for him. 

Perhaps you might join me in these thoughts, substi-
tuting for Michael whomever it is who has strongly 
and positively influenced you in your life and in your 
journey of faith? 

With every blessing, 

 

Bishop Nicholas 


